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OOOOne of our newest members, Gene Wikle, 
g a v e o u r m e m b e r s h i p a v e r y 
i n f o r m a t i v e a n d e n l i g h t e n i n g 

presentation on “Emergency Preparedness and 
You” for our February luncheon meeting. Gene 
and his wife, Susan, recently joined our Arizona 
Chapter from the Luke Chapter, and we are very 
happy to have them aboard! Story on page 9. 

Tom Sheets has outdone himself in raising 
funds for the chapter and for our 70th 
Anniversary celebration in October. He set up a 
ten-item silent auction for our meeting which 
netted $240. Additionally, the proceeds from the 
NCAA Championship game pool, the Super 
Bowl game pool, and the Lifetime AZMOAA 
Membership raffle profited the chapter with 
$1300, and all organized by Tom. Picture on 
page 10.  

And many thanks to the members who are 
gathering gift certificates from restaurants, etc. 
to be auctioned off. Raising funds for our 70th 
event is an “all hands on deck” evolution, and 
everyone is encouraged to help in any way 
possible. Please ask restaurant managers for a 
gift certificate when you go out to dinner, and if 
you can volunteer to help with planning that 
would be great.  A draft of our sponsorship 
sheet is on page 11 to use for any corporate or 
individual sponsorships you can attain. We will 
shortly have an official “landing page” on our 

(Continued on page 8.)  
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Announcements!

February 2026 Donations

70th Anniversary Fund Donors:
Charles Bitner
Lee Swanson

Bruce Kosaveach

Total Donations: $800
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Announcements!

Welcome New Members!
CAPT William LaFleur, USN (Resrv)

(Correction from last month!)

Capt James Paisley, USAF (Fmr)

Dr., LCDR William Baran, USPHS (Fmr)

Welcome New Members!
CAPT William LaFleur, USN (Resrv)

(Correction from last month!)

Capt James Paisley, USAF (Fmr)

Dr., LCDR William Baran, USPHS (Fmr)

NEW MEETING CHECK-IN PROCESS

New modus operandi: Your Board of 
Directors has voted on a new process of 
paying for meals at our monthly luncheons. 
In order to simplify, improve, and speed up 
the check-in process, we will no longer 
accept credit cards at the luncheon. Cash 
and checks are still welcome. And there will 
still be the ability to pay for luncheons via 
credit card online at this link: Pay Online!
Many MOAA chapters are successfully 
changing to this procedure, and we 
appreciate your support with this important 
change.

Did You Know?
The Arizona Chapter pays $220 annually 
for our email service.  All of our chapter 
communications go thru our groups.io
subscription.  If you’d like to help defray 
these costs, you can make a donation at 
the link below and click on “+Sponsor this 
Group”!

azmoaa.groups.io

CALLING ALL MOAA LADIES! 
retired/former military,

spouses, surviving spouses

TThe AZMOAA ladies are again getting 
together for lunch – just to discuss “stuff” 
women discuss – from recipes to grandkids 

to travel to books, etc.  This time around, we’ll meet 
at Paul Martin's, 6186 N. Scottsdale Road, on 
Wednesday, March11th, at 11:30 a.m.

Please text or call Sharon at 480-363-8083 or 
me, Susan Farrell, at 571-246-7113 and let us know 
if you’d like to join us.

Susan

February 2026 Donations

70th Anniversary Fund Donors:
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70th Anniversary Fund Donors:
Charles Bitner
Lee Swanson

Bruce Kosaveach

Total Donations: $800
S! 

The Arizona Chapter is looking to 
change platforms on its website to Zeffy.

Zeffy is a 100% free, fee-free 
fundraising platform designed to manage 
donations, sell tickets to our luncheons 
and happy hours, run auctions/raffles, 
etc. without credit card transaction costs. 

Zeffy is free because it relies on 
voluntary contributions from donors at 
checkout.

We are looking for a member or 
spouse to manage this platform. Tom 
Sheets and other experts can assist and 
provide training. It is an easy platform 
designed for non-profits like our chapter. 

We will be discussing this during our 
March meeting.
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MEMBER LUNCHEON 
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JJust a quick reminder if you haven’t renewed 
your membership for 2026 now is the time. If 
you plan on renewing your membership, please 

go to www.azmoaa.org and select membership 
renewal or mail a check payable to “AZ Chapter 
MOAA”. In the memo line state “Membership 
Dues” and mail to: Chapter Treasurer: Charles 
Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020. 
As an option you can pay for multiple years. 
Membership dues help our chapter in keeping 
current with our financial obligations and our day to 
day operations.   

If you know of any potential individuals that 
have an interest in our chapter, and meet the chapter 
requirements, please have them go to our website 
and fill out a membership application.    

LTC Dan Arroyo, USA 

ARIZONA CHAPTER MOAA 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM

2026 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1. Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2026.

If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues by completing your information below and send
it with your check — $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a Surviving Spouse Member
payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020.

Dues for 2026 $______________________ Dues for 2027 $_______________________

Member OR Surviving Spouse Member ____________________________________________________

Spouse Name __________________________________________________________________________

Please make any CHANGES to your Contact Information below:

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: ___________________________ Email: ______________________________________

To Renew Online - Click Here!

Arizona Chapter Mission: 
Advocate for and improve
the lives of our military,
our veterans, and their

families.

Renew Your Chapter
Membership Now! 

CLICK HERE

Chapter Membership 
by Daniel (Dan) Arroyo
Chapter 2nd VP and Membership Chair

ONA CHAPTER MOAA 
HIP DUES RENEWAL FORM

Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2026.

Past Dues by completing your information below and send

Check Out Our 
Facebook Page!:

  Facebook
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Arizona Chapter Mission: 
Advocate for and improve
the lives of our military,
our veterans, and their

families.

that 
apter 
bsite 

Check Out Our 
Facebook Page!:

  Facebook

Useful Web Links:
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Partial Shutdown Could Mean o Pay for Some 
in Uniform 
By Kevin Lilley, MOAA Staff

Coast Guard members and some U.S. Public 
Health Service Commissioned Corps 
officers would not receive scheduled 

paychecks February 27th if the Department of 
Homeland Security does not receive full funding – a 
ripple effect of a broken federal budget process, and 
an ongoing threat to readiness and retention in the 
all-volunteer force. 

While the bulk of uniformed service members 
are finally covered by full-year funding after 
agreements reached last month, approximately 
41,000 Coast Guard active duty and activated 
reserve personnel, as well as hundreds of USPHS 
members assigned to the Department of Homeland 
Security, continue their duties with no guarantee of 
compensation at month’s end. The shutdown also 
means a stoppage in some training and maintenance 
programs, along with vessel inspections and routine 
patrols. 

“Shutdowns cripple morale and directly harm 
our ability to recruit and retain the talented 
Americans we need to meet challenging demands,” 
Vice Adm. Thomas Allan, the Coast Guard’s acting 
vice commandant, told House members in February 
11th testimony. “The work our Coast Guard crews 

Legislative Affairs
by Lee Lange, Legislative Chair

perform every day is dangerous and challenging, 
often involving interactions with those who would 
do them and our way of life harm. Our people 
deserve to have the resources they need so they can 
perform their duties safely and efficiently.” 

Lawmakers frequently scramble to ensure 
service members receive paychecks during these 
periods, and last-minute solutions were reached 
during the 2025 funding lapse to ensure service 
members were paid, but the resulting financial 
chaos weakens the force and adds stress to an 
already-stressful occupation. That’s why MOAA 
supports the Shutdown Fairness Act (S. 3186), 
which would protect the pay of those in the armed 
services, to include National Guard and Reserve 
members, during a shutdown. 

MOAA also is working with lawmakers to add 
the commissioned corps of the U.S. Public Health 
Service and NOAA to the list of protected 
branches. There are over 700 USPHS members 
assigned to the Department of Homeland Security 
who could go without pay because of this lapse in 
appropriations. 

Without these protections, and without a timely 
and complete federal budget, some or all of our 
service members and their families must continue 
to make financial contingency plans, operating 
under threat of missing multiple paychecks 
throughout the year. Continuing resolutions may 
provide temporary fixes, but legislation like the 
Shutdown Fairness Act would give these members  

(Continued on page 10.) 

 Mar 21st Chapter Member Luncheon Reservation Form

Please reserve _______ meals for name(s): _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________ ($35.00/person) for the Mar 21st Member
Luncheon Meeting payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by Mar 18th,
2026 to: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, or contact:
Charles@Bitner36.com, 602-999-2779. 

Member reservations or call-ins WILL NOT be accepted after
Mar 18th, 2026 @ 12pm.

Cancellations after Mar 18th, 2026 at 12pm will be charged and not refunded. 
TO PAY ONLINE - CLICK HERE!
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complaint to the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau (CFPB) involves incorrect information listed 
on consumers’ credit reports; the agency received 
more than 2.7 million such complaints in 2024. 

An incorrect credit report can lead to lenders 
turning you down for credit or cause you to pay 
more for loans. Businesses may use the report to 
determine whether to offer you insurance (and at 
what rate), whether to rent you an apartment or a 
home, and whether to provide you with a utility. 
Employers may use it to make employment 
decisions about you.
Credit Report vs. Credit Score 

A credit report includes information about your 
credit activity and current credit situation. It lists 
your name, address, phone number, Social Security 
number, and birth date. It has information on your 
current and past credit accounts, payment history, 
and credit limits. Bankruptcies and overdue child 
support information might also be included. 

However, your report won’t have personal 
information that’s not related to debt, like savings or  

(Continued on page 7.) 

Does Your Credit Report Have Mistakes? How to 
Find Out … and How to Fix It 
By Lila Quintiliani, MOAA Staff 

HHave you checked your credit report lately? 
Now might be a good time to do so. 
People filed more reports about credit bureaus 

than any other type of complaint made to the Federal 
Trade Commission (FTC) in 2024, according to that 
year's Consumer Sentinel Network Data Book – more 
than 1.3 million of them, or about 21% of all fraud 
reports. Identity theft reports ranked second (more 
than 1.1 million), and related fraud led to $12.7 
b i l l i o n i n l o s s e s , a c c o r d i n g t o c r e d i t 
bureau Experian.

Of course, there are other good reasons to check 
you r r epo r t : i nves t i ga t i on by Consumer 
Reports found errors in almost half of the credit 
reports voluntarily checked by their owners; more 
than a quarter found serious mistakes. The No. 1 

Personal Affairs
by Lee Lange, Personal Affairs

Officer
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your credit report every 12 months from each credit 
r e p o r t i n g c o m p a n y b y 
visiting AnnualCreditReport.com. Equifax, 
Experian, and TransUnion all have offered free 
weekly online credit reports during the pandemic. 

To get your credit score, you’ll generally have 
to pay a small fee. Checking your own credit report 
or score does not negatively impact your credit 
score, but inquiries from creditors or potential 
lenders may.  
What to Do If You Find an Error 

If you find an error on your credit report, start 
by disputing that information with the credit 
reporting company. While there are online options 
to do this, MOAA recommends explaining the 
situation in writing and mailing it in. The CFPB has 
clear instructions on this process, including a 
template you can use as a guide. 

You can also dispute incorrect data with the 
“furnisher” – the company that provided the 
information to the credit bureau. Once a dispute is 
submitted, the credit bureau and/or furnisher must 
investigate the matter. If they correct the  

(Continued on page 10.) 

retirement account balances, annual salary, marital 
status, race, religion, or political affiliation. 
Judgements and tax liens are no longer factored into 
credit scores, but because they are a matter of public 
record, a lender or employer might still check this. 

A credit score, in contrast, is a number based on 
the information in your credit report. It is calculated 
using a variety of factors including payment history, 
length of credit history, amounts owed, and the 
number of credit inquiries on your credit report. 
Multiple Reports, Multiple Scores 

There are three major U.S. credit bureaus: 
Experian, Equifax, and TransUnion. You will have a 
slightly different report at each agency, because not 
every creditor will report to every bureau. 

There are also several different credit scoring 
models out there, but they are all calculated based on 
information in your credit reports. 
Check Your Report for Free 

You should check your credit report at least once 
a year. Federal law allows you to get a free copy of 

Personal Affairs 
Continued From Page 6
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chapter website that can be used for both donations 
and sponsorships. Stay tuned! 

John and Sharon Ady have again provided Spring 
training tickets for the Chicago Cubs vs the Arizona 
D i a m o n d b a c k s g a m e o n M a r c h 5 t h , a n d 
congratulations to the winner, Bill Baran, one of our 
guests at the last meeting. Thank you, John and 
Sharon – the chapter netted $130. 

Jeff Young has again donated two Spring Training 
tickets for the Seattle Mariners vs the Colorado 
Rockies game on March 17th. Thank you, Jeff. We 
will not know who won that auction until our April 
newsletter.  

Sounding like a broken record, I continue to 
encourage everyone to go to the MOAA Legislative 
Action Center and communicate with our US Senators 
and Representatives to make our voices heard! Details 
on page 12. In 2026, our chapter is being judged on 
our percentage of response to the Legislative Action 

President’s Perspective  
Continued from page 1

Center (below) to earn our Five-Star Level of 
Excellence Award.  

MOAA | Action Center 

On page 2, I have extended an invitation to 
members and spouses (or anyone) to help our 
chapter manage a new platform for our website – 
it’s called Zeffy. If you have techie skills and 
would like to really help the chapter, please let me 
know!  

Upcoming events for your calendar: 

March 17th — Rockies/Mariners game – online 
tickets auction ends March 7th. 

April 18th – Membership Scholarship meeting 
for ASU ROTC students. 

April 30th – Happy Hour at Maggiano’s – 
details to be announced. 

Best to all you fine people,  

Bruce Kosaveach 
President, AZ Chapter MOAA 
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IIf you were not able to attend February’s 
luncheon, you missed a great and practical 
presentation from Gene Wikle. Gene is an 

Emergency Management Professional with a 
wealth of experience that he wants to share with 
all who will listen.  

Gene joined our Chapter in January and 
formerly served as the President of the Luke 
Chapter. He has jumped right in and is now 
serving as the President of our AZMOAA 
Scholarship Fund. 

During his presentation he shared two valuable 
preparedness lists: a “Self-Care & Family 
Emergency Preparedness Plan” and “Emergency 
Preparedness” websites and apps to download on 
your phones and computers. Those two lists are 
included here for your use.

Recent Chapter Events 
February Luncheon: 

Emergency
Preparedness and You

Gene Wikle discusses emergency preparedness at the 
February luncheon. 

• Plan for evacuation and plan to “shelter in 
place.” 

• Evaluate disasters & disruptions. 
• Plan for disruptions. 
• Develop communication plan. 
• Create a reunification plan. 
• Plan for special needs. 
• Create a list of action Items that require further 

preparation.

Self-Care & Family
Emergency

Preparedness Plan
• Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office Alerts & 

emergency notifications (Maricopa.gov) 
www.smart911.com. 

• Ein.az.gov  (Arizona Emergency Information 
Network) website for statewide alerts. 

• Arizona Department of Forestry app 
(AZDFFM) for wild land fire information & 
alerts. 

• Your utility service app for alert notification for 
power outages (SRP, APS, TEP). 

• Weather app of your choice for weather alert 
notifications. 

• R e a d y. g o v ( F E M A We b s i t e ) H i g h l y 
r e c o m m e n d e d . I n c l u d e s e m e r g e n c y 
preparedness checklists for pets, persons with 
disabilities, and many other useful checklists. 

• Red Cross first aid app—online guides for 
emergency first aid.

Emergency
Preparedness Websites

& Apps
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the ability to serve without distraction … and show 
future members of the force that our nation will pay 
those in uniform what they’ve earned. 

Lawmakers may be on recess this week, but that 
doesn’t mean they won’t be monitoring constituent 
feedback: Send a message today through our 
Legislative Action Center and lend your voice to this 
important cause. 

Legislative Affairs
Continued from Page 5.

information, they must notify all three of the credit 
reporting companies so that the information can be 
updated.
Credit Reports and Identity Theft 

If the information in your credit report leads you 
to believe you are the victim of identity theft, then 
y o u s h o u l d v i s i t t h e F e d e r a l T r a d e 
Commission’s IdentityTheft.gov website, where 
you’ll find checklists and sample letters to guide you 
through the recovery process. 

Whether you are getting ready to apply for a 
mortgage or simply making sure your finances are in 
order, regularly checking your credit report is a great 
way to get a complete picture of your personal 
financial situation. 

Personal Affairs
Continued from page 7.

Tom Sheets presenting Bruce Kosaveach with proceeds 
from the NCAA Championship game pool, the Super Bowl 
game pool, and the Lifetime AZMOAA Membership raffle 

profiting the chapter $1300.

February Luncheon: 
Some Raffle/Pool

Winners!

Jim Cullison.

Doug Gray.

Ron Perkins.
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NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ACTION

MOAA’s 2026 Advocacy in Action (AiA) campaign is scheduled to hit the hill on 15 April 
2026. I will again be helping represent Arizona’s Council of Chapters this year. There are 
four primary legislative issues that will be the priority for AiA: 

1. Shutdown Fairness Act (S. 3168) 
2. Military Care Act (H.R. 6796) 
3. Major Richard Star Act (H.R. 2101 / S. 1032) 
4. Guard VA Benefits Act (H.R.1732)* 

(* the GUARD VA Benefits Act restores enforcement authority and criminal penalties 
for unaccredited individuals and companies that illegally charge veterans and 
survivors for VA disability claims assistance.) 

These priorities are currently active in the MOAA Legislative Action Center (LAC). 

Between now and early April, I’m once again asking for your support of MOAA’s Advocacy 
in Action (AiA) effort ahead of the April 15 visits to Capitol Hill. This is a coordinated push to 
ensure our Senators and Representative understand that veterans and currently serving 
members are paying attention.  

Please spend the few minutes it takes online to support national MOAA’s efforts and send 
letters (via the LAC) to address these legislative challenges facing our uniformed 
community. Here’s the link to access the MOAA Legislative Action Center: MOAA | 
Legislative Action Center (quorum.us)  

Let’s communicate with our US Senators and Representatives and make our voices 
heard! 

Bruce Kosaveach
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Arizona Chapter MOAA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed

services (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Space Force), or NOAA (National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration) or U.S. Public Health Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of

those services, and Surviving Spouses of deceased individuals who would, if living, be eligible for regular

membership as defined above. 

(Click here for online application form.)

Your MOAA Member Number: ______________________       (National MOAA membership is required.)

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org. 

Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _______________________

Telephone #: ____________________________ E -Mail address: _____________________________________

Branch of Service: ___________________________________________ Rank: _________________________

Service Status: ____ Active (includes Reserve/National Guard)    ____ Retired

   ____ Former Officer    ____ Warrant Officer

   ____ Surviving spouse of Eligible Officer    ____ OR eligible individual

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse. (This is separate from 

your national MOAA membership.  Even if you have a free membership at national, you must still pay chapter dues.)

Amount enclosed: $____________ Please mail check payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” with completed

application to Chapter Treasurer: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020

To pay dues online, go here:  https://azmoaa.org/product/annual-membership/

How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter? _____AZ MOAA Website _____ The Sentinel Newsletter

_____ AZ MOAA Chapter Membership Chairman _____Other (_____________________________________)

Applicant Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: __________________
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ARIZO A CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America  

CALE DAR 

Board of Directors Meetings  
Next Meeting: 

March 5th, 2026, 10:30am 
Via Zoom Call 

Member Luncheon/Meetings  
Third Saturday of each month at 11am 

Next Meeting: March 21st, 2026 
Maggiano’s Little Italy (This month only!) 

16405 N. Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Upcoming Events 
11 Mar 2026: AZMOAA Ladies Luncheon 

18 Apr 2026: April Member Luncheon 
30 Apr 2026: Member Happy Hour

Who Can Join MOAA?

Men and women who are or have been federally - 
commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed 
services: 

Army
Navy

Air Force
Marine Corps 

Coast Guard 

Space Force
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 

Public Health Services 

The National Guard 

or other Reserve Components
of those services 

Widows and widowers of
deceased individuals who would, 

if living, be eligible for regular 
membership in accordance with the above. 
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MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

ARRANGEMENTS
Col Charles Bitner, USAF    602 -999 -2779 

CHAPLAIN
Vacant         

PHOTOGRAPHER
CAPT Chuck Christoph, USN        480-231-0262 

LEGISLATION
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

MEMBERSHIP 

LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA          214-450-5319

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

PROGRAMS
Col Tom Sheets, USMC    760-213-3705 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Maj Gene Wikle, USAF      480-236-1658

SURVIVING SPOUSES
Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse  602 -993 -8556

WEBMASTER
Carl Ulbrich, Jireh Communications

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org 

The Sentinel Newsletter is sent electronically

PRESIDENT 

CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 602- 501- 9876 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN  850 -207 -9845 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA       214-450-5319 
SECRETARY

CPT Lenore Portante, USA         970-355-8981 
TREASURER   

Col Charles Bitner, USAF   602 -999 -2779 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Col Tom Sheets, USMC  760 -213 -3705 
DIRECTORS:

Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF; LT Lee Swanson, 
USA; LCDR Ron Honeycutt, USN

azmoaa.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Arizona Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 
3537 E Tina Dr 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 

 Licensed Professional Licensed Independent Substance Abuse
 Counselor                     Counselor

PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC 
Associated Recovery Counselors

7101 East Indian School Rd. 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251    480 - 429 -6292 


