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HHappy New Year!! 
We put 2025 in our rearview mirror in 
grand style with 54 members attending 

our terrific holiday luncheon complete with 
swearing in of officers and directors and a fun 
gift exchange. (Pictures on pages 10 & 11.) We 
were honored to have Chuck Vaughan, 
President of the Arizona Council of Chapters, 
and his wife Kris attend our meeting. Chuck 
presided over the installation and swearing in of 
our Directors and Officers for 2026, and we 
thank him for coming from Oro Valley to help 
us kick off the new year!  

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I thank 
the membership for the vote of confidence to 
again lead our great chapter of veterans, 
spouses, and surviving spouses in 2026. Thank 
you to Carole Lange and Chuck Christoph for 
their service on our AZ Chapter Board who are 
rotating off. (See page 2.) We welcome two new 
Board members — Lee Swanson and Ron 
Honeycut — and look forward to working with 
them. The Arizona Chapter is highly respected 
nationally, and it’s because of the members who 
make it that way and the continuing 
participation of chapter leaders. Case in point  - 
we had seven past presidents attend our holiday 
luncheon. We are planning some great new 
events for this year, not the least of which is the 
celebration of our chapter’s 70th anniversary! 
(See page 13.)            (Continued on page 9.)
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ARIZONA CHAPTER MOAA 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM

2026 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1. Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2026.

If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues by completing your information below and send
it with your check — $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a Surviving Spouse Member
payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020.

Dues for 2026 $______________________ Dues for 2027 $_______________________

Member OR Surviving Spouse Member ____________________________________________________

Spouse Name __________________________________________________________________________

Please make any CHANGES to your Contact Information below:

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: ___________________________ Email: ______________________________________

To Renew Online - Click Here!

Announcements!
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December 2025 Donations
Scholarship Fund Donors:

Lynn Brady
Kathy Upchurch

Doug Gray
Carole Lange

Total Donations: $650
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Announcements!

Welcome New Member!
CW3 Valerie Mettler, USA (Active)

December 2025 Donations
Scholarship Fund Donors:

Lynn Brady
Kathy Upchurch

Doug Gray
Carole Lange

Total Donations: $650

! NEW MEETING CHECK-IN PROCESS

New modus operandi: Your Board of 
Directors has voted on a new process of 
paying for meals at our monthly luncheons. 
In order to simplify, improve, and speed up 
the check-in process, we will no longer 
accept credit cards at the luncheon. Cash 
and checks are still welcome. And there will 
still be the ability to pay for luncheons via 
credit card online at this link: Pay Online!
Many MOAA chapters are successfully 
changing to this procedure, and we 
appreciate your support with this important 
change.

Check Out Our 
Facebook Page!:

  Facebook

Announcements!

Welcome New Member!
CW3 Valerie Mettler, USA (Active)
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THANK YOU!! 
A big collective thank you to Carole Lange
and Chuck Christoph for their service on 
our AZ Chapter Board of Directors. They are 
rotating off after three years as Secretary for 
Carole and two years as Director for Chuck. 
Each has given the “extra mile” to this 
C h a p t e r , a n d t h e y h a v e e a r n e d 
commendable respect for all they’ve done.  

Our chapter is better off for their time in 
service. BZ!!
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MEMBER LUNCHEON 
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Chapter Membership 
by Daniel (Dan) Arroyo, Chapter 2nd VP
and Membership Chair

II wanted to introduce myself as your new 
Membership Chair for 2026. I also want to 
publicly thank Bob Fiegl for his hard work and 

dedication as the outgoing membership chair. I will 
do my best to keep the momentum moving forward.   

I look forward to supporting our chapter in 2026. 
As my first official act, don’t forget to renew your 
membership for 2026 if you are paying on a yearly 
basis.  The dues help the chapter in meeting its 
financial responsibilities and helps us pursue our 
mission of “Advocate for and improve the lives of 
our military, our veterans, and their families”. You 
also have a chance to win an AZ-MOAA Lifetime 
Membership (Az chapter only) by entering our latest 
raffle. (See details on page 13.)  

Looking forward to a great 2026 and if you have 
any suggestions on how to increase our membership 
please let me know. 

LTC Dan Arroyo, USA 

CALLING ALL MOAA LADIES! 
retired/former military,

spouses, surviving spouses

Sharon Ady and I think it might be fun for us to 
get together for lunch – just to discuss “stuff” 
women discuss – from recipes to grandkids to 

travel to books, etc.  We are, therefore, suggesting 
we meet at The Village Tavern at The Shops at 
Gainey Village, 8787 Scottsdale Road, on Friday, 
January 9th, at 11:30, to do just that.

Please text or call Sharon at 480-363-8083 or 
me, Susan Farrell, at 571-246-7113 and let us know 
if you’d like to join us.

Susan
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Did You Know?
The Arizona Chapter pays $220 annually 
for our email service.  All of our chapter 
communications go thru our groups.io
subscription.  If you’d like to help defray 
these costs, you can make a donation at 
the link below and click on “+Sponsor this 
Group”!

azmoaa.groups.io
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Did You Know?
The Arizona Chapter pays $220 annually 
for our email service.  All of our chapter 
communications go thru our groups.io
subscription.  If you’d like to help defray 
these costs you can make a donation at

Useful Web Links:

Arizona Chapter Mission: 
Advocate for and improve
the lives of our military,
our veterans, and their

families.

Renew Your Chapter
Membership Now! 

CLICK HERE
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DAA Update: Must-Pass Defense Policy Bill 
Clears Senate 
By Kevin Lilley, MOAA Staff

TTThe FY 2026 National Defense Authorization 
Act (NDAA) cleared the Senate on 
December 17th by a 77-20 margin and was 

signed by the President December 18th.  
The $901 billion measure passed the House 

312-112 on December 10th. MOAA outlined key 
elements of the legislation at that time, to include: 

• A 3.8% basic pay raise, in line with private-
industry benchmarks. 
• Further protections against medical billet 
cuts at military treatment facilities. 
• A range of additional improvements for 
currently serving members and their families, to 
include childcare fee assistance, an increase in 
Family Separation Allowance, and a report on 
unreimbursed expenses attached to PCS moves. 
MOAA Government Relations staff members 

continue to analyze the NDAA and will offer greater 
details on these issues and others in the coming 
weeks
What’s ext for Congress 

December 18th marked the last day of the year 
when both the House and Senate were in session. 
The House adjourned for the year that day, while the 
Senate ended its year December 19th. Both are set to 
return the week of January 5th, 2026. 

Legislative Affairs
by Lee Lange, Legislative Chair

Lawmakers have less than a month to avert 
another federal funding lapse, as the continuing 
resolution (CR) ending the recent record-setting 
shutdown (October 1st - November 12th) will 
expire January 30th. Some appropriations bills, to 
include a measure to fund military construction 
and the VA, were passed as part of CR 
negotiations, meaning this shutdown would not 
affect all corners of the government. 

However, defense appropriations have not been 
approved for the fiscal year, meaning those who 
serve and have served will face many of the same 
challenges they planned for in the fall: The 
potential of missed paychecks, delayed or 
discontinued support programs, last-minute 
changes to PCS moves or training timetables, and 
other fallout. 

MOAA will continue its work over the recess 
and into the new year to secure protections from 
these effects, including legislation that would 
allow the Pentagon to pay all service members 
during a funding lapse (without relying on last-
minute adjustments) and to ensure retirement pay 
continues uninterrupted for U.S. Public Health 
Service Commissioned Corps and NOAA 
Commissioned Corps retirees.  

Keep up with the latest on these efforts, 
including how you can send messages on these 
topics and other MOAA priorities to your 
lawmakers, by registering at MOAA’s Legislative 
Action Center. 

 Jan 17th Chapter Member Luncheon Reservation Form

Please reserve _______ meals for name(s): _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________ ($40.00/person) for the Jan 17th Member
Luncheon Meeting payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by Jan 14th,
2026 to: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, or contact:
Charles@Bitner36.com, 602-999-2779. 

Member reservations or call-ins WILL NOT be accepted after
Jan 14th, 2026 @ 12pm.

Cancellations after Jan 14th, 2026 at 12pm will be charged and not refunded. 
TO PAY ONLINE - CLICK HERE!



Page 6

expiration announcement may be a smoother 
process, although officials say any termination of 
the older cards will be announced “well in advance 
of the actual termination date.” 

Q. How do I renew/replace it? 
A. Cardholders have two options: 
• Online: Go to the ID Card Office Online 
website and click “Continue” under the “Family 
ID Cards” box. Follow the prompts to request a 
new card. 
• In Person: Go to the ID Card Office Online 
website and click “Continue” under the “ID Card 
Office Locator & Appointments” box. Follow 
the prompts to set up an in-person appointment. 
You may renew/replace your card at any of the 
offices listed; consider widening the search area 
if those nearby have limited spaces available. 
Q. I have questions about the renewal/

replacement process. 
A. Visit CAC.mil for more information, or call 

the Defense Manpower Data Center customer 
service line at (800) 538-9552. 

(Continued on page 7.) 

Your Military ID Card Questions, Answered 
By MOAA Staff 

DDo you have a Uniformed Services ID card with 
an “indefinite” expiration date? Are you 
worried you may need to update or replace it? 

Recent messages have led to confusion among 
some cardholders. Below are some answers to 
frequently asked questions; for more details on other 
types of ID cards, including eligibility and renewal 
guidelines, visit MOAA’s ID Card page. 

Q. I have an older, paper-based, “I DEF” 
identification card. Do I need to renew/replace it? 

A. No. Per official guidance, these cards “will all 
remain valid until DoD determines when those legacy 
paper-based cards will be terminated.” 

Q. Should I renew/replace it anyway? 
A. Cardholders may replace the legacy card with 

a plastic-based card “at their convenience,” per 
official guidance. Doing so in advance of any 

Personal Affairs
by Lee Lange, Personal Affairs

Officer
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contact information, so you will receive such 
updates as they are issued. 

Q. Are military IDs with "I DEF" 
expirations accepted at airports?  

A. Yes. All military IDs are accepted in this 
instance, but MOAA members have reported 
problems or delays at airports, up to and including 
rejected IDs. A spokesman for the Transportation 
Security Administration (TSA) told MOAA that 
military ID holders who experience any such issues 
should ask for a Supervisory Transportation 
Security Officer (STSO). Learn more about REAL 
ID rules.

Q. I was told/I read the deadline to get a 
plastic card is Dec. 31, 2025. Is this true? 

A. No. As one Army webpage explains, “The 
Department of Defense (DoD) has not set a 
termination date for legacy paper-based Uniformed 
Services ID (USID) cards with ‘INDEF’ (indefinite) 
expiration dates. Despite earlier reports, including a 
now-corrected DFAS newsletter citing a December 
31st, 2025, deadline, no such cutoff currently 
exists.” 

Many of the reports were later cited in social 
media messaging and other platforms, leading to 
confusion among some cardholders. 

Q. How can I be sure I don’t miss an update 
on the termination date? 
A. MOAA will continue to provide updates as we 
receive them regarding any changes to ID card 
policy. Officials recommend visiting the ID Card 
Office Online website and clicking “Continue” 
under the “My Profile” box, then following the 
prompts to check (and update, if necessary) your 

Personal Affairs 
Continued From Page 6
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Pearl Harbor Day
Commemoration

OOn December 6th, AZMOAA, represented by 
CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN (Ret), 
President, and LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA 

(Ret), 2nd VP, participated in the Pearl Harbor Day 
Commemoration ceremony sponsored by the 
Honoring America’s Veterans organization.  

The ceremony was held in downtown Phoenix at 
the Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza, and AZMOAA 
displayed our own wreath along with dozens of other 
wreaths. It was a solemn remembrance of the events 
on December 7th, 1941.  

The commemoration included the Presentation of 
the Pearl Harbor Wreath, musical songs, personal 
readings of service members by the Musical Theater 
of Anthem Outreach Group, a flyover by Ben York 
and Peter Scholl in World War II T-6 Texan training 
aircraft, and Musical Interludes from the  108th Army 
National Guard Saxophone Quartet. 

The keynote Speaker was Wanda Sartin, a U.S. 
Navy Veteran providing an overview of the events on 
the morning of December 7th, 1941. On display was a 
replica of the USS Arizona and a booth showing 
World War Two era military uniforms and newspaper 
clippings.  The ceremony concluded with the Musical 
Theater of Anthem Outreach Group singing “You 
Will Be Found”. 

LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA (Ret)

Christeen Verchot
Celebration of Life

AA celebration of life will be held on January 
16th, 2026, at 10 am at St. Theresa Catholic 
Church located at 5045 E Thomas Rd. 

Phoenix, AZ 85018. Christeen will be laid to rest 
immediately following the celebration of life at 
National Memorial Cemetery of Arizona, 2929 E 
Pinnacle Peak Rd Phoenix, AZ 85024 with full 
military honors. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in 
Christeen Verchot’s name to the Justa Center, a place 
she loved, respected and visited often. Opened in 
2006, Justa Center is the only resource and day 
center exclusively serving seniors, many who are 
veterans experiencing homelessness in the Phoenix 
area. Justa Center provides essential support and 
services for homeless adults age 55 and over, 
including benefits assistance, transportation 
coordination, help finding permanent housing, and 
more. You can give online at www.justacenter.org/
give.
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The Navy Midshipmen pulled out a 17-16 win 
over the Army’s Black Knights to hold onto 
the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy for another year. 
Our chapter and the Southwest Veterans Chamber of 
Commerce hosted our annual fundraising party at a 
new venue - Zipps Sports Grill. Squares were sold on 
almost 6 full boards, and our chapter netted $1,157 for 
the Chapter Fund. Story and pics are on page 12.  

A big thank you goes to all members who 
participated and to Tom Sheets for again organizing 
this special event which is always a “fun” time while 
fundraising needed income for the Arizona Chapter to 
support its mission of helping veterans. 

ew modus operandi: Your Board of Directors 
has voted on a new process of paying for meals at our 
monthly luncheons. In order to simplify, improve and 
speed up the check-in process, we will no longer 
accept credit cards at the luncheon. Cash and checks 
are still welcome. And there will still be the ability to 

President’s Perspective  
Continued from page 1

pay for luncheons via credit card online. Many 
MOAA chapters are successfully changing to this 
procedure, and we appreciate your support with this 
important change. 

In my very first message to you in 2024, I laid 
out some chapter goals and promised to provide 
updates on these areas of focus. To that end here’s 
how we finished the 2025 year: 

• Quarterly meetings/events between 
luncheons to encourage more member 
attendance and include potential new members 
– we held three such events in 2025. 
• Continue fund raising events with the 
Southwest Veterans Chamber of Commerce. 
Done. 
• Recruit at least 24 new members – we 
recruited 17 new members with more on the 
way in 2026. 
• Increase emphasis on Surviving Spouses 
with articles in the Sentinel – we published two 
articles.                         (Continued on page 12.) 
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OOur annual chapter holiday luncheon was a 
fantastic success, as always. Our officers and 
directors for 2026 were sworn in, gifts were 

collected for Toys for Tots with Marines in 
attendance, the food provided by McCormick Ranch 
was great, and everyone had a blast with our 
traditional gift exchange! 

Enjoy some photos of the event on this page and 
the next!

Recent Chapter Events 
Holiday Luncheon

Tom Sheets presents the proceeds from the Army-Navy 
game to Charlie Bitner.

Officers and directors are sworn in by Council 
President Chuck Vaughan.

Chapter members wait for their turn at the gift exchange.Marines SSgt Vargas and SSgt Martinez collect the 
donations to help needy children.

At the January 17th meeting we had the good 
fortune to have two Marines in Dress Blues, 
SSgt Vargas and Sgt Martinez, visit the 

group to accept a full box of toys and a cash donation 
for the Marine Corps Toys for Tots program. Many 
thanks to our members for their contributions to this 
worthy cause.

Toys for Tots
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AZMOAA presidents: Tom Sheets, John Ady, Pete Berger, Jim Cullison, Lee Lange, Gary Fredricks, and Bruce Kosaveach.

Gary Fredricks, Susan Farrell and John Ady check out their gift selections as Sherry Kosaveach looks on.
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• Make quarterly charitable donations to four 
deserving non-profit Veteran run organizations 
– we made three such charitable donations.  
We are starting to work on some great events 

and meetings as well as upgrades to our chapter 
website for 2026. Along that line, we are also 
trying to increase member involvement and 
engagement beyond just attending monthly 
luncheons, and we will have some activities aimed 
at accomplishing this – stay tuned! Your Board of 
Directors has approved such an activity starting in 
January – a chance to win a lifetime chapter 
membership! See page 15.   

Wishing the best in 2026 for all you fine people,  

Bruce Kosaveach 
President, AZ Chapter MOAA 

President’s Perspective
Continued from page 9

550 members and guests of AZMOAA and 
Southwest Veterans again gathered for our 
annual Army-Navy FUNdraising party at Zipps 

Sports Grill in Scottsdale. Many others supported by 
buying squares but did not attend. 

It was a close game with both teams seemingly 
trying to “give the game away,” but in the end, Navy 
came out on top 17-16! 

We gave away $1,200 to square winners and both 
organizations netted $1,157 after expenses. Eight 
raffle prizes were also given away — two at the end 
of each quarter and halftime. The 50% raffle prize 
was the highest amount yet at $268. It was won by 
Gretchen Lamberth, a retired Navy Captain visiting 
from Sierra Vista—and she donated it back, 
contributing to our net profits. 

Thank you to all participants for helping us keep 
the FUN in FUNdraising that provides the resources 
we need to sustain our chapter’s programs and 
operations. It is never too early to mark your 
calendars for “America’s Game” in 2026—always the 
second Saturday in December (December 12th, 
2026).

Army-Navy Game 2025

Football fans from both AZMOAA and SWVCC cheer on their favorite team in our annual Army-Navy game tailgate party.
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2026 College Football Championship 
“Keeping the FUN in Fundraising” 

***** Game Pool ***** 
Who will be playing? 

Indiana? Ohio State? Texas Tech? Georgia? Another Team? 

Regardless of who plays or who you root for…you can win $$$  
while supporting Veterans and their families 

Monday, January 19th, 2026 at 5:30 pm

$5.00 a Square—100 Squares per Board 

For every 100 squares sold, there will be a $50 payout  
at the end of each quarter based on the score. 

Squares will be randomly assigned when purchased and the row and column numbers will 
be randomly drawn after all squares are sold and filled in. 

Get your squares at any SWVCC or AZMOAA event, by  
calling 602-677-2961 / 760-213-3705, or on our website at link: 

QR Code 

On behalf of the Veterans and their families who will benefit from your generosity 
WE THANK YOU!
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Win a Lifetime Membership  
in the Arizona Chapter (not National). 

Raffle entries on sale December 14th through midnight January 31st. 

Get your raffle entries on line at:  

https://southwestveterans.dojiggy.io/7397af

 

You can also buy raffle entries at the January luncheon (if paying by 
check please make it payable to SWVF), or by calling Tom Sheets  at 

760-213-3705. 

The raffle winner will be randomly drawn by the raffle software -  
not by AZMOAA staff. 

Profits will support the programs & operations of AZMOAA.
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Arizona Chapter MOAA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed

services (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Space Force), or NOAA (National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration) or U.S. Public Health Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of

those services, and Surviving Spouses of deceased individuals who would, if living, be eligible for regular

membership as defined above. 

(Click here for online application form.)

Your MOAA Member Number: ______________________       (National MOAA membership is required.)

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org. 

Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _______________________

Telephone #: ____________________________ E -Mail address: _____________________________________

Branch of Service: ___________________________________________ Rank: _________________________

Service Status: ____ Active (includes Reserve/National Guard)    ____ Retired

   ____ Former Officer    ____ Warrant Officer

   ____ Surviving spouse of Eligible Officer    ____ OR eligible individual

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse. (This is separate from 

your national MOAA membership.  Even if you have a free membership at national, you must still pay chapter dues.)

Amount enclosed: $____________ Please mail check payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” with completed

application to Chapter Treasurer: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020

To pay dues online, go here:  https://azmoaa.org/product/annual-membership/

How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter? _____AZ MOAA Website _____ The Sentinel Newsletter

_____ AZ MOAA Chapter Membership Chairman _____Other (_____________________________________)

Applicant Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: __________________
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ARIZO A CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America  

CALE DAR 

Board of Directors Meetings  
Next Meeting: 

January 8th, 2025, 10:30am 
Papago Park Arizona National Guard Base 

5636 E McDowell Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85008 

Member Luncheon/Meetings  
Third Saturday of each month at 11am 

Next Meeting: January 17th, 2026 
McCormick Ranch Golf Club 

7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 

Upcoming Events 
21 Feb 2026: February Member Luncheon

Who Can Join MOAA?

Men and women who are or have been federally - 
commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed 
services: 

Army
Navy

Air Force
Marine Corps 

Coast Guard 

Space Force
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 

Public Health Services 

The National Guard 

or other Reserve Components
of those services 

Widows and widowers of
deceased individuals who would, 

if living, be eligible for regular 
membership in accordance with the above. 
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MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

ARRANGEMENTS
Col Charles Bitner, USAF    602 -999 -2779 

CHAPLAIN
Vacant         

PHOTOGRAPHER
CAPT Chuck Christoph, USN        480-231-0262 

LEGISLATION
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

MEMBERSHIP 

LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA          214-450-5319

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

PROGRAMS
Col Tom Sheets, USMC    760-213-3705 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

SURVIVING SPOUSES
Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse  602 -993 -8556

WEBMASTER
Carl Ulbrich, Jireh Communications

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org 

The Sentinel Newsletter is sent electronically

PRESIDENT 

CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 602- 501- 9876 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN  850 -207 -9845 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA       214-450-5319 
SECRETARY

CPT Lenore Portante, USA         970-355-8981 
TREASURER   

Col Charles Bitner, USAF   602 -999 -2779 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Col Tom Sheets, USMC  760 -213 -3705 
DIRECTORS:

Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF; LT Lee Swanson, 
USA; LCDR Ron Honeycutt, USN

azmoaa.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Arizona Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 
3537 E Tina Dr 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 

 Licensed Professional Licensed Independent Substance Abuse
 Counselor                     Counselor

PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC 
Associated Recovery Counselors

7101 East Indian School Rd. 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251    480 - 429 -6292 


