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WWe had 45 members and guests turn 
out for our BBQ meeting at 
McCormick-Stillman Railroad Park, 

and a good time was definitely had by all! We 
didn’t have entertainment this time, so everyone 
just got to mingle and get to know our newer 
members better — Ron and Angela Honeycutt, 
and Alan and Gina Zygowicz. And Famous 
Dave’s came through again with scrumptious 
BBQ fixins! 

Tom Sheets has again put together a great 
speaker for our November meeting — RDML 
James Symonds, who has the double distinction 
of being the first skipper of the carrier USS 
Ronald Reagan in 2003, and presenting the flag 
that draped President Ronald Reagan’s casket to 
former first lady Nancy Reagan in 2004. This 
will be a meeting you don’t want to miss! 

On a sadder note, Judy Conway, Bernie’s 
beloved wife of 65 years, passed away at her 
home on October 4th, having lived her 90 years 
to the fullest. Judy and Bernie regularly 
attended our luncheons and other chapter 
functions.  Her warm smile and pleasant 
personality always brightened the day. She will 
be missed for sure. A funeral mass will be held 
at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
in Scottsdale at 10:00 a.m. on November 3rd. 

Congratulations to the Navy Midshipmen 
for their October 4th win over the Air Force  

(Continued on page 9.)
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ARIZONA CHAPTER MOAA 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM

2026 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1. Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2026.

If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues by completing your information below and send
it with your check — $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a Surviving Spouse Member
payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020.

Dues for 2025 $______________________ Dues for 2026 $_______________________

Member OR Surviving Spouse Member ____________________________________________________

Spouse Name __________________________________________________________________________

Please make any CHANGES to your Contact Information below:

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: ___________________________ Email: ______________________________________

To Renew Online - Click Here!

Announcements!

Check Out Our 
Facebook Page!:

  Facebook

ARIZONA
MEMBERSHIP

2026 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1. D

If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues b

Useful Web Links:
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Announcements!

Useful Web Links:

Did You Know?
The Arizona Chapter pays $220 annually 
for our email service.  All of our chapter 
communications go thru our groups.io
subscription.  If you’d like to help defray 
these costs, you can make a donation at 
the link below and click on “+Sponsor this 
Group”!

azmoaa.groups.io

Check Out Our 
Facebook Page!:

  Facebook

October 2025 Donations
Chapter Fund:

Lee Swanson $50
 Ron Perkins $50
Bruce Kosaveach $50

APTER MOAA 
S RENEWAL FORM

come DELINQUENT on March 1, 2026.

A CHA
P DUES

Dues be

Help Mercy Chefs feed our 
troops during the shutdown!

Click here to donate!
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MEMBER LUNCHEON 
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What the Shutdown Means for Troops, Retirees, 
Veterans, and Families 
By Kevin Lilley, MOAA Staff

TTThe clock ran out on the federal budget 
process at midnight September 30th, shutting 
down the government for the first time since 

a 2018-19 funding lapse that lasted more than a 
month. 

While MOAA presses lawmakers to restore 
funding and to protect service member pay during 
the closure, you’ll find details on how the shutdown 
affects all who serve and have served, and their 
families, below. 
Currently Serving and Families 

Service members will report to duty during the 
shutdown. October 1st paychecks, drawn from funds 
budgeted for last fiscal year, were processed. The 
Pentagon identified unobligated funding to process 
mid-month paychecks for its service members, 
while the Coast Guard announced its service 
members would receive their checks between Oct. 
15th and 17th. 

Members of the U.S. Public Health Service 
Commissioned Officer Corps and the NOAA 
Commissioned Officer Corps would not receive 
their next check should shutdown conditions 
continue; USPHS officers are paid monthly, while 
NOAA Corps members already missed mid-October 
checks. The Department of Health and Human 
Services and the Department of Commerce have not 
released any details regarding the pay of these active 
duty officers. 
Retirees and Survivors 

Armed services retirees, to include Coast Guard 
retirees, will continue to receive retiree pay during 
the funding lapse. Officers who retired from the 
U.S. Public Health Service or NOAA would not 
receive their next paycheck if the shutdown 
continues and no alternate funding plans are put in 
place (October 1st checks, covering pay from 
September, were processed). 

COLA: The announcement of figures that will 
determine the annual cost-of-living adjustment for 

Legislative Affairs
by Lee Lange, Legislative Chair

military retirees, Social Security and VA disability 
recipients, and other federal beneficiaries was 
released October 24th after a delay caused by the 
shutdown. Get the latest update at MOAA.org/
COLAWatch. 

Commissaries and exchanges will remain open. 
Health Care: Elective and routine medical 

procedures at military facilities may be canceled or 
postponed; contact your provider to confirm your 
appointment. The shutdown will not affect retirees 
using TRICARE or TRICARE For Life benefits in 
the private sector. Open enrollment periods for 
TRICARE and the Federal Employees Dental and 
Vision Insurance Program (FEDVIP) remain on 
schedule for November. 

• Military pharmacies will remain open, but 
hours may change. 
• Survivor Benefit Plan payments will 
continue. 
• Retirees and survivors covered under 
FEDVIP won't be affected. Federal employees 
whose FEDVIP premiums are deducted from 
their federal pay will retain coverage; their 
premiums will be deducted from retroactive 
pay when posted. A FEDVIP open enrollment 
period is still scheduled for November. 

Veterans/VA 
T h e VA’ s c o n t i n g e n c y p l a n n i n g 

website contains full updates on the department’s 
status during the funding lapse. Some key points: 

• Health care facilities will remain open. 
Education, housing, disability, and other VA 
benefits will continue. 
• Burials will continue at VA cemeteries, as 
will applications and related processing (except 
for pre-need burial applications). Grounds 
maintenance and headstone placement will be 
delayed. Casualty and mortuary affairs benefits 
will continue, to include military funeral 
honors. 
• Transition and career counseling services 
will stop, and regional benefits offices will 
close. 
• The primary call center (1-800-MyVA411), 
crisis line (988, press 1), and VA benefit hotline 
(1-800-827-1000) will remain open. GI bill and 
cemetery-applicant assistance lines will close.
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brackets are tied to “marginal” tax rates, 
meaning they only apply to the amount that falls 
within that particular tax bracket, not to all of a 
taxpayer’s income.) 
• Standard Deductions: The 2026 amounts – 
$16,100 for individual filers, $32,200 for 
married couples filing jointly or surviving 
spouses, and $24,150 for heads of households – 
represent inflation adjustments from the 2025 
deduction increases included in the One Big 
Beautiful Bill Act. Taxpayers 65 and over can 
continue to claim an additional $6,000 deduction 
in 2026 under a section of the bill that expires 
with the 2028 tax year. 
• Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) 
Exemption: This exemption, designed to ensure 
low- and middle-income earners avoid paying 
AMT, sits at $90,100 for individual filers 
($140,200 for those married filing jointly), up 
from $88,100 and $137,000, respectively. 
• Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC): The 
maximum EITC for 2026 is $8,231 for taxpayers  

(Continued on page 6.) 

IRS Releases Inflation-Adjusted 2026 Tax 
Brackets 
By Kevin Lilley, MOAA Staff 

TThe IRS announced its annual inflation 
adjustments and highlighted other changes for 
the 2026 tax year in an October 9th news 

release, including updates to tax bracket ranges, 
estate tax exclusions, and dozens of other provisions. 

While the average adjustment sat around 2.7%, 
not all brackets or credits rose at the same rate. Full 
details are available in the IRS release and the 
accompanying Revenue Procedure document (PDF). 
Some inflation-related numbers to know: 

• Brackets: The seven income tax bracket rates 
will remain the same as the 2025 tax year – 10%, 
12%, 22%, 24%, 32%, 35%, and 37% – but the 
income range will increase. Single filers making 
more than $640,000 will enter the highest bracket, 
for example, up from $626,350. (Reminder: Tax 

Personal Affairs
by Lee Lange, Personal Affairs

Officer
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with three or more qualifying children, up from 
$8,046. 
• Estate Tax Credits: The One Big Beautiful 
Bill Act sets the 2026 estate tax exclusion at $15 
million, up from $13.9 million for estates of 
those who died in 2025. That credit will be 
indexed to inflation moving forward. 
Personal exemptions remain at zero for the 2026 

tax year, and itemized deductions remain unlimited, 
although there is a limitation on the tax benefit from 
deductions for those in the highest tax bracket 
(37%). 

Find more financial news and resources, 
including materials designed specifically for 
currently serving members, veterans, and retirees, 
at MOAA’s Financial Resources page. 

Personal Affairs 
Continued From Page 5
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TTom Sheets presented a $250 check to Charlie 
Bitner at our annual picnic last month. It 
represented the Chapter’s 50% share of the 

net proceeds of the annual Air Force vs Navy football 
game fundraiser shared with the Southwest Veterans 
Chamber of Commerce. 

This was the first of three games to decide the 
2025 recipient of the annual Commander in Chief’s 
Trophy. Navy prevailed in a closer than expected 
game, 34-31. 

The second game in the 2025 schedule will be 
Army vs Air Force on Saturday, November 1st. Like 
the Air Force vs Navy game, it will not involve a 
physical event, but will feature anther opportunity to 
keep the FUN in FUNdraising. The current point 
spread favors Army by 1.5 points, so this has the 
makings of a very close game. Entries can be 
purchased at the URL or QR Code links on the flyer 
on page 11 of this Sentinel. 

Looking ahead, the annual Army-Navy Game 
Party & FUNdraiser will be held Saturday, December 
13th, at Zipps Sports Grill at 6501 E Greenway 
Pkwy, UNIT 130, Scottsdale. 

Recent Chapter Events 
October Picnic

Football & FUNdraising

Tom presents a $250 check to Charlie.

Bruce addresses the chapter on a gorgeous day.

Sherry Kosaveach shows off the chapter’s 
50th anniversary certificate.

Chapter members enjoying the day.
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In Memoriam
Judith Edna Conway

JJudith Edna Conway, Bernie’s beloved spouse 
of 65 years, passed away at her home on 
October 4th, 2025, having lived her 90 years 

to the fullest. 
Judy and Bernie regularly attended our 

luncheons and other chapter functions. She loved 
life as a military wife to her Air Force fighter pilot 
husband for 20 years, and her warm smile and 
pleasant personality always brightened the day. A 
funeral mass will be held for Judy at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Church in Scottsdale at 10:00 a.m. 
on November 3rd. In lieu of flowers, the family 
suggests donations in Judy's name to Hospice of the 
Valley or Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church in 
Scottsdale. Condolences can be sent to Bernie at 
5560 E. Deer Valley Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85054.  

Rest in peace, Judy.  You will be missed.

In Memoriam
Christeen Verchot

II am saddened to inform you that Christeen 
Verchot passed away recently. She served in the 
US Air Force Nurse Corps for 21 years, retiring 

as a Lieutenant Colonel, and was a member of the 
AZ Chapter MOAA. She was instrumental in the 
establishment of Project Veterans Pride in Phoenix, 
founded to aid homeless male veterans with 
transitional housing as part of the James Walton 
Home Program. As  a result of her many thousands 
of hours of volunteer work with causes such as this, 
Christeen was inducted into the Arizona Veterans 
Hall of Fame in 2021.  

Her Celebration of Life will not take place until 
after the 1st of the year, and I will update you as 
arrangements are made. Please keep her many 
friends and family in your thoughts and prayers 
during this time.

Obituaries 
Bruce Kosaveach

Arizona Chapter Mission: 
Advocate for and improve
the lives of our military,
our veterans, and their

families.

Renew Your Chapter
Membership Now! 

CLICK HERE
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Falcons, 34-31. And to continue our goal of raising 
money via the inter-service rivalry games, Tom Sheets 
and crew were able to sell board squares which 
resulted in a $250 profit for our Arizona Chapter! All 
proceeds go to our chapter’s programs and causes. 
Also, in the process, we paid out $400 to six lucky 
winners along the way.   

Mark your calendars and buy board squares!! 
• November 1st – Army vs Air Force. No 
happy hour event, but please participate via board 
squares. Kickoff is at 9AM, Falcon Stadium, Air 
Force Academy.  (See flyer on page 11.) 
• December 13th – Army vs avy. To determine 
the winner of the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy 
awarded annually to the winner of the series 
among the U.S. Military Academies: Army, Navy, 
and Air Force. Joint happy hour event with 
MOAA/SWVCC. Kickoff is at 1:00PM, M&T 
Bank Stadium in Baltimore, MD. 
• The day after the Army avy game will be 

President’s Perspective
Continued from page 1

our December holiday chapter meeting in the 
pavilion at McCormick Ranch. This is 
December 14th (Sunday) which is a different 
day from our usual Saturday luncheon! We 
will start at noon to give time for people to 
attend church if they so wish.  
Our November meeting is our annual meeting 

of members, where YOU will determine the annual 
dues for 2026 and approve the slate of officers and 
directors to lead our chapter into the new year. My 
thanks to the Nominating Committee: Dan Arroyo - 
Board Member & Chair, Chuck Christoph - Board 
Member, and John Ady - Non-Board Member.  

Please note the article on those two items of 
official business on page 10, and please plan to 
attend!  Upcoming events: 

ovember 15th Annual Meeting 
December 13th – Army/ avy game 

December 14th – Chapter Holiday Luncheon 

Best to all you fine people,  

Bruce Kosaveach 
President, AZ Chapter MOAA
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Nov 15th Chapter Member Luncheon Reservation Form

Please reserve _______ meals for name(s): _________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________ ($40.00/person) for the Nov 15th Member
Luncheon Meeting payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by Nov 12th, 
2025 to: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, or contact: 
Charles@Bitner36.com , 602 -999-2779. 

Member reservations or call- ins WILL NOT be accepted after
Nov 12th, 2025 @ 12pm.

Cancellations after Nov 12th, 2025 at 12pm will be charged and not refunded. 
TO PAY ONLINE - CLICK HERE!

Official Business to be Conducted at the Annual 
Meeting of Members 

at McCormick Ranch on Saturday November 15, 2025

Per the requirements of our bylaws, we will conduct two official business items at the Annual 
Meeting of Members conducted in conjunction with our November luncheon: 

Annual Dues: Our bylaws assign the power to determine our annual dues in the members of 
the Chapter. The Board of Directors recommends the annual dues remain unchanged at $20 
for members and $10 for Surviving Spouses. 

Annual slate of Officers and Directors: The bylaws also assign the power to approve the 
annual slate of officers and directors to the members of the Chapter. Consistent with those 
bylaws, the Board of Directors will recommend the following slate of officers and directors for 
the 2026 term of office.

        OFFICERS      DIRECTORS 

President         Bruce Kosaveach  Director     Lee Swanson 
1st Vice President     Bob Fiegl   Director     Steve MacDonald 
2nd Vice President     Daniel Arroyo  Director     Ron Honeycutt 
Secretary      Lenore Portante   
Treasurer     Charlie Bitner   
Immediate Past President  Tom Sheets

At the annual meeting, The President will separately ask for motions and seconds, and call 
for votes of members on these two business matters. 

The Board of Directors requests your support of these two measures.
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2025 Army vs Air Force Football Game Fundraiser 
“Putting the FUN in FUNdraising” 

Football season is just around the corner and The Southwest Veterans Chamber of 
Commerce and the Arizona Chapter of MOAA are again partnering to raise money for our 

Veteran programs—AND give away $1000 to lucky football fans/supporters. The second of 
three Service Academy football games pits Army against Air Force. 

Saturday, November 1st, 2025 
Kickoff 9:00 am

           VS                

NOTE: This fundraiser does not include a physical party or event. Enjoy this early morning        
         game from the comfort of your home. 

• “Football Pool” $5 a square; four $50 payouts for each board of 100 squares. 
• Goal is to sell five boards and give away $1,000. 

Get your squares now at https://business.swvcc.org/store/air-force-army-game-pool,  
at any SWVCC or AZMOAA event, by calling 602-677-2961/760-213-3705, or at the QR Code. 

If paying by check please make your check payable to “SWVCC”  
and mail to SWVCC, 3820 W. Happy Valley Rd., #141-455 Glendale, AZ  85310. 

On behalf of the veterans and their families who will benefit from your generosity, 
WE THANK YOU!
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Arizona Chapter MOAA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed

services (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Space Force), or NOAA (National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration) or U.S. Public Health Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of

those services, and Surviving Spouses of deceased individuals who would, if living, be eligible for regular

membership as defined above. 

(Click here for online application form.)

Your MOAA Member Number: ______________________       (National MOAA membership is required.)

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org. 

Full Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: _____________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _______________________

Telephone #: ____________________________ E -Mail address: _____________________________________

Branch of Service: ___________________________________________ Rank: _________________________

Service Status: ____ Active (includes Reserve/National Guard)    ____ Retired

   ____ Former Officer    ____ Warrant Officer

   ____ Surviving spouse of Eligible Officer    ____ OR eligible individual

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse. (This is separate from 

your national MOAA membership.  Even if you have a free membership at national, you must still pay chapter dues.)

Amount enclosed: $____________ Please mail check payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” with completed

application to Chapter Treasurer: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020

To pay dues online, go here:  https://azmoaa.org/product/annual-membership/

How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter? _____AZ MOAA Website _____ The Sentinel Newsletter

_____ AZ MOAA Chapter Membership Chairman _____Other (_____________________________________)

Applicant Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: __________________
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ARIZO A CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America  

CALE DAR 

Board of Directors Meetings  
Next Meeting: 

November 6th, 2025, 10:30am 
Papago Park Arizona National Guard Base 

5636 E McDowell Rd 
Phoenix, AZ 85008 

Member Luncheon/Meetings  
Third Saturday of each month at 11am 
Next Meeting: November 15th, 2025 

McCormick Ranch Golf Club 
7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 

Upcoming Events 
1 Nov 2025: Air Force vs Army (Virtual) 
13 Dec 2025: Annual Army-Navy Game 

14 Dec 2025: Annual Christmas Luncheon

Who Can Join MOAA?

Men and women who are or have been federally - 
commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed 
services: 

Army
Navy

Air Force
Marine Corps 

Coast Guard 

Space Force
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 

Public Health Services 

The National Guard 

or other Reserve Components
of those services 

Widows and widowers of
deceased individuals who would, 

if living, be eligible for regular 
membership in accordance with the above. 
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MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

ARRANGEMENTS
Col Charles Bitner, USAF    602 -999 -2779 

CHAPLAIN
Vacant         

PHOTOGRAPHER
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF        602 -482 -3838 

LEGISLATION
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

MEMBERSHIP 

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN               850 -207 -9845

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

PROGRAMS
Col Tom Sheets, USMC    760-213-3705 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

SURVIVING SPOUSES
Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse  602 -993 -8556

WEBMASTER
Carl Ulbrich, Jireh Communications

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org 

The Sentinel Newsletter is sent electronically

PRESIDENT 

CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 602- 501- 9876 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN  850 -207 -9845 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA       214-450-5319 
SECRETARY

CAPT Carole Lange, USN         970-355-8981 
TREASURER   

Col Charles Bitner, USAF   602 -999 -2779 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Col Tom Sheets, USMC  760 -213 -3705 
DIRECTORS:

CAPT Chuck Christoph, USN; CPT Lenore Portante, 
USA; Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF

azmoaa.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Arizona Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 
3537 E Tina Dr 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 

 Licensed Professional Licensed Independent Substance Abuse
 Counselor                     Counselor

PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC 
Associated Recovery Counselors

7101 East Indian School Rd. 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251    480 - 429 -6292 


