The Arizona Chapter Scottsdale, AZ 85250

In this Issue

Bruce Kosaveach -
President’s Perspective
AZMOAA Meals Policy
Announcements
Member Dues Renewal Form
Chapter Mission
Holiday Luncheon Program
Legislative Affairs
Personal Affairs
Chapter Membership
Web Links
Luncheon Reservation Form
Page 7 President’s Perspective (cont)
Page 8 Recent Events: Nov Luncheon
Page 9 Veterans’ Day Event
Page 10 Personal Affairs (cont)
Page 11 Army-Navy Football Game
Page 12 Membership Application
Page 13 Who Can Join MOAA?

AZ Chapter Calendar
Page 14 AZ MOAA Officers, Directors,
and Chairpersons

Page 1

Page 2

Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6

% Christmas!

A & -

nd just like that...the holiday season is
A here!! Where did the year go?

I hope everyone had a wonderful and
“fulfilling” Thanksgiving. We had 47 members
sign up for our November Annual Meeting. |
recognized our chapter members (38) who have
been inducted into the Arizona Veterans Hall of
Fame, and we properly gave them a big round
of applause! The high number of our members
in the AVHOF speaks highly to the great degree
of leadership and direction this chapter has
enjoyed over the past 25+ years, starting with
COL Chuck Schluter who pulled the Arizona
Chapter out of near extinction in the late 90’s.
BZ to all you AZHOF members!

At our Annual Meeting, the chapter
membership voted to maintain annual dues at
$20 for Regular Members and $10 for Surviving
Spouses, and approved the 2025 slate of
Officers and Directors. Thank you for your vote
of confidence.

We continued our tradition of awarding
Meritorious Service Awards to those members
who have made significant contributions to our
chapter. Lee Lange did the honors of presenting
these to Carol Litten (second award), Steve
MacDonald (second award), and Lenore
Portante (first award). Picture on page 8.

Scott Bartle who is the publisher of his new
magazine American Veterans was our guest
(Continued on page 7.)
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I thought I would review for all of us how
the timing works for our committing to
McCormick Ranch each month for the meals we
order. | hope it’s helpful.
How Luncheon Reservations Work:

Reservations can be made up until noon on the
Wednesday prior to the luncheon. Payment may be
made in advance or on the day of the luncheon.

The final head count is given to McCormick
Ranch on Wednesday afternoon prior to the
luncheon. At that point, the chapter is responsible
for paying for the number of meals ordered.
Cancellations:

Reservations may be canceled at no charge up
until 12 noon on Wednesday prior to the luncheon.

After noon on Wednesday, members who cancel
will still need to reimburse the chapter for the cost
of meals.

Any questions? Just ask me or Bruce.

F rom the Treasurer and Arrangements Chair:

Charlie Bitner
Treasurer &%

-

|If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues by completing your information below and send

Dues for 2024 $

Member OR Surviving Spouse Member

ARIZONA CHAPTER MOAA
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM

2025 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1. Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2025.

'it with your check — $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a Surviving Spouse Member
|payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020.

Dues for 2025 $

Spouse Name

Address:

Please make any CHANGES to your Contact Information below:

Phone number:

To Renew Online - Click Here!

e e e e e e e
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[[ MOAA

Milizary Cficers Association of America

Annual Chapter Holiday Party and Gift Exchange

If you are coming to the Christmas Party and want to participate in the gift
exchange, please bring one gift per family.

Gifts should be in the $20-$25 range and be wrapped or in gift bags/boxes.
Suggest you focus on things we all like during the holidays — adult
beverages (scotch), cookies, candy, handy gadgets, etc.

Members attending with a gift should check in on arrival and receive a
ticket allowing them to take part in the gift exchange. That ticket number
will be called at random for your turn to select a gift from the gift table, or
to choose another players gift.

Anyone who gets their gift stolen in this way can do the same — choose a
new gift or steal another players gift.

A gift can only be stolen a total of two times.

After all players have had a turn, the first player gets a chance to swap the
gift he or she is holding for another opened gift.

There will not be a 50/50 raffle, but year-end donations to the scholarship fund will
be gladly accepted. Remember, the scholarship fund is an IRS-approved 501(c)(3)

non-profit, and donations are tax deductible.

Agenda: 12:00-12:45 pm Meet & Greet Social Hour
12:45 am-1:00 pm  Pledge, Invocation, Announcements
1:00-3:00pm Lunch and Program
Place:  McCormick Ranch Golf Club
7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258
Cost: $40 Per Person; Reservations by 12PM, Wednesday, 11 Dec 2024 to Charlie Bitner
RSVP to Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix 85020
By email: charles@bitner36.com or contact Charlie at 602-943-0028; PAY ONLINE!
Menu: Caesar Salad, Chicken Cordon Bleu with Mornay Sauce, Mashed Potatoes,
Cherry Pie
Dress:  Holiday Attire
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Military Pay, TRICARE Upgrades on Tap
When Congress Returns to Work

busy agenda awaits Congress when they
A return to Washington, D.C., after the

election, with the FY 2025 National
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) still not
complete.

This year’s NDAA has faced significant delays
as lawmakers negotiate disagreements on a
multitude of military policies. As they navigate a
challenging political and legislative landscape,
MOAA remains closely involved with several
initiatives that could have an impact on the well-
being and support of the military community.

Here’s a look at some of the provisions in the
House and Senate NDAA versions, which include
key MOAA priorities:

Military Pay Raise and Junior Enlisted Pay
Increase: The House version of the NDAA calls
for a significant 15% increase for junior enlisted
servicemembers (E-1 to E-4) in addition to a
standard 4.5% raise for all ranks. This proposal
faces strong opposition from the White House and
some in the Pentagon, and lacks corresponding
provisions in the Senate's version, which only
suggests a 1% additional raise for fewer junior
enlisted members (E-1 to E-3).

Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH): Another
critical element of the House NDAA is the effort to
restore BAH to cover 100% of housing costs, a
measure vital for supporting servicemembers and
their families. This initiative lacks Senate support
and was not funded by the House Appropriations
Committee, highlighting the challenges of securing
adequate resources for military families.

Basic Allowance for Subsistence (BAS): The
House NDAA mandates a comprehensive review
of BAS rates by DoD. This review would consider
various factors such as family size, food
accessibility, and local costs, ensuring allowances
accurately reflect the needs of servicemembers and
their dependents. The legislation further proposes

raising Basic Needs Allowance (BNA) eligibility
to 200% of federal poverty guidelines, a move that
could significantly expand support for those in
need.

Transition Assistance Program for Guard
and Reserve: The House NDAA includes a
tailored transition assistance program for Guard
and Reserve members, better aligning support with
their unique needs. It also would establish parental
leave parity for the Coast Guard Reserve, bringing
the service’s policies in line with DoD procedures.

TRICARE: Both the House and Senate
NDAA versions include key provisions that would
improve the military health care benefit by:

» Eliminating Contraception Copays to Align
TRICARE With Affordable Care Act
Requirements: To avoid direct spending
barriers, the House version limits this change
to one year while the Senate version delays
implementation until 2034.
» Expanding TRICARE Coverage of Assisted
Reproductive Technology, Including IVF: Both
versions exclude certain beneficiaries,
including retirees, to avoid mandatory
spending increases. MOAA has urged Congress
to include all beneficiaries in this parity fix.
* Including Pregnancy as a Qualifying Life
Event (QLE): The House version includes a
pilot that would make this change as part of a
five-year program. Greater flexibility in
switching between TRICARE Prime and Select
will help ensure access to vital prenatal care.
» Offering More Mental Health Options: A
provision in the Senate version would allow
active duty servicemembers and their families
to use TRICARE network mental health
providers licensed in another state. This would
help address mental health access and
continuity of care challenges for mobile
military families.

These provisions underscore the commitment
to supporting military families and ensuring the
well-being of servicemembers. As lawmakers
consider the NDAA, it is essential they include
critical measures in the final legislation to
strengthen and support the military community.

i\ill'
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Give Smart: How to Support Your Favorite
Charity and Trim Your Tax Bill
By: Lila Quintiliani
ur nation is a charitable one: In 2023,
Americans donated over $557 billion to
charity, according to an annual report
published by the Giving USA Foundation. As the end
of the year approaches, you might want to consider
gifting strategies that will allow you to be generous to
your favorite cause while also potentially saving on
your tax bill.

Generally, if you want to deduct charitable
contributions on your taxes, you must itemize
deductions on Schedule A of IRS Form 1040, and
you must donate to a qualified charitable
organization. Cash contributions may be deducted up
to 60% of adjusted gross income (AGI), and limits on
non-cash contributions and contributions to private
charities generally range from 30% to 50%.
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According to the IRS, about 10% of taxpayers
are likely to itemize their deductions. This means
that many people are missing out on benefiting from
their charitable contributions, and it means you
might have to be strategic when it comes to how
you give. There are many options for charitable
giving. The simplest way is to send a check, but that
might be less efficient from an income tax
perspective. Here are some tax-efficient ways to
give.

Donate Appreciated Assets

If you sell securities such as stocks or bonds that
have appreciated in value, you would owe capital
gains tax on the growth.

But if you gift them to a charity, both you and
the charity avoid the tax, and you would be eligible
for a charitable income tax deduction equal to the
fair market value of the asset up to 30% of your
AGI.

Donate From Your IRA

If you are at least age 70%, you can donate
directly from your individual retirement account
(IRA) to charity. (Continued on page 10.)

= Proud of our Vets =

Visit our website:
Breakfastjoynt.com

Thank You for Your Service!
20% off entree and (non-alcoholic)
drinks, every day!

Located at 10101 East Bell Road, Scottsdale, AZ
Phone: 480.443.5324




embership:
124 Total Members (includes the below)
17 Surviving Spouses

1 Special Member
You’ll notice our membership numbers have

dropped quite a bit over 2024. This is mainly
attributable to members who didn’t pay their annual
chapter dues, members who moved out of the
Phoenix area, and, most sadly, some who have
passed. I’ll spare you a lengthy pep-talk about
recruiting this edition. This is intended to be a
wonderful, happy time of year and let’s just make it
that!

A big part of our chapter’s holiday celebration is
the Sunday, December 15th, luncheon at
McCormick Ranch Golf Club, which includes the
‘white elephant’ gift exchange. | really enjoy the
shenanigans that take place as members grab (rob?)
each other’s gifts, and how Sherry Kosaveach keeps
everyone honest. | really hope to see you there!

It's not too early to pay your 2025 dues. Just
sayin’!

If you celebrate Christmas, which my family
does, | wish you a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year! I’m honored to have met and
gotten to know so many of you at our meetings/
luncheons. Thanks for your friendship!

If you’re traveling, | wish you safe travels.

With warmest regards and holiday greetings,
Bob

PS: If you happen to know of someone who
is eligible for MOAA membership, please, tell
them about our chapter and give them a
membership application you’ll find in this edition
of the Sentinel. €&

Dec 15th Chapter Member Luncheon Reservation Form

Please reserve meals for name(s):

: Enclosed is my check for $

($40.00/person) for the Dec 15th Member

: Luncheon Meeting payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by Dec 11th,:
: 2024 to: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, or contact::

: Charles@Bitner36.com, 602-943-0028.

Member reservations or call-ins WILL NOT be accepted after
Dec 11th, 2024 @ 12pm
Cancellations after Dec 11th, 2024 at 12pm will be charged and not refunded.
TO PAY ONLINE - CLICK HERE!

....................................................

DR R I
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speaker and has dedicated his publication to helping
Arizona veterans and those who serve them. He
comes from a long line of family members who
served in the military. Story on page 8. His father,
Jeff, is a Navy veteran and joined our chapter at our
meeting! Thank you, Jeff, and welcome aboard!
Two big events in December:
* December 14th (Saturday) — Army/Navy
game party and fundraiser at Famous 48 on
North Scottsdale Road. Please see the flyer on
page 11 for more information. This year 9 raffle
prizes will be given out so let’s buy lots of
squares ($5 each)! We split proceeds with the

Installation of Officers and Directors will be
performed by Nicholas Knight, President of
the Arizona Council of Chapters. Nicholas
and his wife, Erlinda, will be our guests this
month. Please say hello and make them feel
welcome.
Holiday Gift Exchange — details are on this
month’s meeting flyer on page 3. It’s always a
good time; plan to wear your best festive
holiday attire!
Sincere best wishes to you and your family
for a Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and
Happy New Year!! Have fun and be safe!!

Bruce Kosaveach
President, AZ Chapter MOAA &

Southwest Veterans Chamber of Commerce, and
the MOAA profits go towards our ASU ROTC
scholarships in April. As Tom Sheets says, we’re
putting the “fun” in fundraising!!

e December 15th (Sunday) at noon — AZ
Chapter MOAA meeting. We’ll be in the pavilion
this year. Here’s what’s in store:

480-210-7514 | penguinair.com

L

10% VETERAN DISCOUNT ON SERVICE OR REPLACEMENT
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or those who were not able to attend our
F November luncheon, we were honored to have

Scott Bartle, Publisher of the new American
Veterans Magazine. Although he is not a veteran, he
has strong family ties with veterans that serve as the
basis for his personal and professional dedication to
veterans.

His father served in the Army during the Vietnam
era, and his brother was a TOP GUN F-14 RIO and is
now retired from the Navy Reserves. One uncle
fought in Vietnam, and the other flew AH-1 Cobra
helicopters. His two cousins served in the Air Force
and Navy. His two grandfathers both served during
World War 11, one of whom was a Japanese Prisoner
of War for three years. One of his cousins parachuted
into Normandy and was twice captured by the
Germans. It is easy to see why Scott says “...the
military is in my DNA.” His father Jeff accompanied
him to our luncheon.

Scott’s family team and business associates
acquired the rights to what was originally the
National Veterans Magazine. Sadly, when its
publisher, Mark Fields, unexpectedly died in 2020, so
did the magazine. For those familiar with the earlier
“magazine” that was distributed on newsprint,
America Veterans Magazine boasts a glossy, real
magazine look.

Scott left copies of their July inaugural issue for
everyone. For those who did not attend the luncheon,
you can learn more at AmVetsMag.com. &

Scott Bartle addresses the AZ Chapter.

Bruce expresses our appreciation to Scott Bartle.

President Bruce Kosaveach and MSA awardees Carole
Litten, Steve MacDonald, and Lenore Portante




n November 8, 2024, | had the privilege,
Oalong with 40 other veterans to listen to

the Kindergarten and First grade students
present a concert recognizing veterans from all
wars and services.

They said the Pledge of Allegiance and sang
the National Anthem. Then they did the
Presentation of Wreaths for Fallen Soldiers. The
students did all the artwork you see in the
background including the American Flag. Then the
veterans introduced themselves, giving name,
service and dates of service, spouse’s name and the
students who sponsored them. The guest speaker
was a retired Navy SEAL, Louis Zuccaro. He
spoke on the mission of the Navy, keeping the sea
lanes open for all, protecting the United States and
whenever possible, maintaining peace in the world.
Finally, the kids sang a song by Mike Wilson, titled
Thank a Vet:

If you love your country, thank a Vet
If you cherish freedom, thank a Vet

For the price they paid for the sacrifice they made
If you love your country, thank a Vet

They gave us the best years of their youth
To protect the red, white and blue
Whether land or air or on the sea

They defend our liberty

If you love your country thank a Vet
If you cherish freedom thank a Vet
For the price they paid
For the sacrifice they made

If you love your country
I love my country
If you cherish freedom
I cherish freedom
If you love America
thank a Vet

It was all very moving and showed that our young
people are learning about our history. &
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Chuck with his wife Janet, daughter Jennifer,
and grandson Tyler.

High fives all around!
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While you can’t take a charitable deduction for a
qualified charitable distribution (QCD) on your
taxes, the gift amount won’t be considered
taxable income, and the QCD can count toward
satisfying an IRA required minimum distribution
(RMD) for the year if it hasn’t already been met.

This strategy can benefit those who do not
itemize their deductions because a QCD isn’t
included in taxable income.

Give a Bunch

If you give to charity consistently but can’t
meet the threshold to itemize your deductions
each year, consider combining several years of
gifts into one larger gift in one tax year.

You could also use those “bunched” gifts to
create a personal charitable fund, called a donor-
advised fund (DAF). A DAF allows you to claim
an immediate charitable tax deduction, and then

HOME OF THE LIFETIME
REPAIR GUARANTEE

RS 4
COMFORT

CLUB
)

Schedule Today!

(602) 529-8450
azperfectcomfort.com

Local, Family, Veteran Owned and Operated

you can direct gifts to charities from the DAF on
your own timeline.
Gift and Get Income

A charitable gift annuity allows you to give
cash or securities to a charity and in return
receive a partial tax deduction for the donation
and a lifelong stream of income from the gift.
You can get payments immediately or defer them
until later.

A charitable remainder trust is an irrevocable
trust that can also generate a potential income
stream for you or other beneficiaries, with the
remainder going to your favorite charity or
charities.

These are just a few of the charitable gifting
options available. Consult with your financial
planner and tax advisor on which strategy is best
for you. &8

AC or Furnace
PRECISION TUNE-

10% Discount

for our veterans and

active duty personnel
Thank you for your service

1

AL covirorr

ROC#300933 - Bonded - Insured

PERFECT
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2024 Army-Navy Football Game Party

Join us for America’s Game AND raise money to support the Veteran programs of the
Southwest Veterans Chamber of Commerce (SWVCC) and the
Arizona Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America (AZMOAA)

Saturday December 14th, 2024
@ “Famous 48"— 8989 N Scottsdale Rd, #608, Scottsdale, AZ
Tailgate Party (inside) at 12:00pm; Kickoff at 1:00pm

Program will include:
* Individual luncheon orders
* “Football Pool” $5 a square; four $50 payouts for each board of 100
squares
* Goalisto sell five boards and give away $1,000
* Raffle tickets for a prize after each quarter and halftime
* Spirited interservice rivalry
* Introduce prospective members to our organizations

Get your squares now at business.swvcc.org/store/army-navy-game-pool,
at any SWVCC or AZMOAA event, or by calling 602.677.2961/760.213.3705
If paying by check, please make your check payable to “SWVCC”
and mail to SWVCC, 3820 W. Happy Valley Rd., #141-455, Glendale, AZ 85310.

***%% (You do not have to be present to win) *****

On behalf of the Veterans and their families who will benefit from your generosity,

WE THANK YOUI!
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Arizona Chapter MOAA
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed
services (Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard), or NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration) or U.S. Public Health Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of those services,
and Surviving Spouses of deceased individuals who would, if living, be eligible for regular membership as defined
above.

(Click here for online application form.)

Full Name:

Spouse Name:

Street Address:
City: State: Zip:
Telephone #: E -Mail address:
Branch of Service: Rank:
Service Status: Active (includes Reserve/National Guard) Retired
Former Officer Warrant Officer
Surviving spouse of deceased MOAA member OR eligible individual
Date of Birth:
Your MOAA Member Number: (National MOAA membership is required.)

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org OR you may request
the AZ Chapter Membership Chairperson, Bob Fiegl, to enroll you in National MOAA for a no-cost Basic Membership
for 3 Years. You can email Bob at Fieglr869@gmail.com.

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse. (This is separate from
your national MOAA membership. Even if you have a free membership at national, you must still pay chapter dues.)

Amount enclosed: $ Please mail check payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” with completed
application to Chapter Treasurer: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020
How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter? AZ MOAA Website The Sentinel Newsletter

AZ MOAA Chapter Membership Chairman Other ( )

Applicant Signature: Date:
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Making the
World Your
Playground!*

PROVIDING CUSTOM TRAVEL SERVICES:

* River & Ocean Cruising

* Independent Travel

Custom ltinerary Planning * Golf Vacations

Pre & Post Cruise Packages
War History Guided Tours
Villa Rentals

-
—

Who Can Join MOAA?

services:

Army
Navy
Air Force
Marine Corps
Coast Guard
Space Force
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration
Public Health Services
The National Guard
or other Reserve Components
of those services

Widows and widowers of
deceased individuals who would,
if living, be eligible for regular

Men and women who are or have been federally -
commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed

membership in accordance with the above.

Major Sports Events
Military Discounts

Travel Insurance

AZ TRAILS TRAVEL®

5 Stor Rating on Facebook & Yelp

24 Years in Business » Bonded & Insured
facebook.com/AzTrailsTravel
www.arlrailstravel.com

ARIZONA CHAPTER
Military Officers Association of America

CALENDAR

Board of Directors Meetings
First Thursday of each month at 10:30am
December 5th, 2024
Papago Park Arizona National Guard Base
5636 E McDowell Rd
Phoenix, AZ 85008

Member Luncheon/Meetings
Third Saturday of each month at 11am
Next Meeting: Dec 15th, 2024
(Note Sunday - this month only!)
McCormick Ranch Golf Club
7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258

Upcoming Events
14 Dec 2024: Annual Army-Navy Game
18 Jan 2025: January Member Luncheon
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Standing with you
at every stage.

1-800-247-2192 iy

CAPT Chuck Christoph, USN; CPT Lenore Portante,
USA,; Lt Col Donna Tew, USAF; LTC Richard Zweig,
USA; Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF

Licensed Professional Licensed Independent Substance Abuse
Counselor Counselor

PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC

Associated Recovery Counselors

7101 East Indian School Rd.

www.moaainsurance.com/plans Scottsdale, AZ 85251 480-429-6292
e —

PRESIDENT MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS NEWSLETTER EDITOR

CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 602-501-9876 Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF  310-972-9263 Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF  310-972-9263
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT ARRANGEMENTS PERSONAL AFFAIRS

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN 850-207-9845 Col Charles Bitner, USAF 602-943-0028 Col Lee Lange, USMC 703-232-3609
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT CHAPLAIN PROGRAMS

LTC Daniel Arroyo, USA 412-779-0372 Vacant Col Tom Sheets, USMC 760-213-3705
SECRETARY HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER SCHOLARSHIPS

CAPT Carole Litten, USN 970-355-8981 Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF 602-482-3838 Col Lee Lange, USMC 703-232-3609
TREASURER LEGISLATION SURVIVING SPOUSES

Col Charles Bitner, USAF 602-943-0028 Col Lee Lange, USMC 703-232-3609 Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse 602-993-8556
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT MEMBERSHIP WEBMASTER

Col Tom Sheets, USMC 760-213-3705 CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN 850-207-9845 Carl Ulbrich, Jireh Communications
DIRECTORS:

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org
The Sentinel Newsletter is sent electronically

Arizona Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
3537 E Tina Dr

Phoenix, AZ 85050

[m] e

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED




