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Thank you to everyone who participated in 
our annual ROTC Scholarship presentations last 
month. It is always inspiring to share time with 
our young, aspiring future military leaders. We 
were again honored to be able to support three 
great young Patriots and assist them with 
completing that first career hurdle—completing 
college and receiving their degrees and 
commissions.

Wi t h t h e a w a r d i n g o f $ 7 , 5 0 0 i n 
scholarships, we kicked off our Annual 
Scholarship Fundraising Campaign. It runs 
through the end of May. Our goal is to raise 
$3,000 to help sustain our scholarship fund for 
future years. We kicked it off with two $100 
contributions at the luncheon—only $2,800 to 
go! Make your checks payable to the AZ 
MOAA Scholarship Fund and bring them to the 
May luncheon or mail them to Charlie Bitner.

With May comes our last monthly luncheon 
before our summer break. We think you will 
both enjoy and be inspired by our May speaker, 
Gold Star Mother Debbie Lee. Debbie’s son 
Marc was the first Navy SEAL killed in Iraq. 
You will not want to miss meeting her and 
learning about the work she is doing in honor of 
Marc and all Veterans.

We know many of you will travel or 
relocate out of the hot Phoenix Valley over the 
summer.               (Continued on page 10)

President’s Perspective
by Tom Sheets
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can obtain a Veteran’s ID card which will allow you to 
take advantage of these offers.  Here’s a nice video 
that explains the program and the process – all of 
which is done from the comfort of your home – 
online.   Note, this is not tied to any VA benefits or 
medical care – it just shows that you are a Vet.  https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OIxqNkFxyFo  

Here's a link to the VA’s web page:  https://
www.va.gov/records/get-veteran-id-cards/vic/

IMPORTA T!
Lastly, I must beat the drum again on chapter 

membership dues.  If you’ve not paid your 2023 dues 
yet, you’re late.  Still, only $20 for regular members 
and $10 annually for surviving spouses.   Sadly, we 
have 18 chapter members who are in arrears for both 
2022 and 2023.  If you’re not sure, please contact me 
for verification of your status.  These 18 members, if 
not paid up by June 1st, 2023, will be

(continued on page 4)

Chapter Membership
by Bob Fiegl, Chapter 1st VP 
and Membership Chair 
Fieglr869@gmail.com

OK…I have your attention!  Sorry…there is no 
free money.  Just another run of the mill monthly 
Sentinel input from your chapter’s Membership 
Chairman highlighting a few topics of general 
interest.  At the top, the Arizona Chapter has 182 
members.  Our monthly average number of members 
has increased about 15 over the past year.  My thanks 
to everyone who has recruited new members for us!  
Great work!  More good news!  You’ll see notices for 
upcoming chapter social events and I hope you’ll be 
taking advantage of one or more of them to get to 
know your fellow members.  Please join us!  A 
reminder that due to increasing attendance at our 
‘third Saturday of the month’ membership meetings, 
RSVPs are required if you’ll be attending.  Please, 
RSVP to our treasurer, Charlie Bitner as early as 
possible.  

If you’re one of our members who is not on 
active duty, in the Guard or Reserves, or retired, did 
you know you can get a Veteran’s ID card?  Many 
businesses offer price discounts to veterans and you 

ARIZONA CHAPTER MOAA 
MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL FORM

2023 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1. Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2023.

If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues by completing your information below and send
it with your check — $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a Surviving Spouse Member
payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020.

Dues for 2022 $______________________ Dues for 2023 $_______________________

Member OR Surviving Spouse Member ____________________________________________________

Spouse Name __________________________________________________________________________

Please make any CHANGES to your Contact Information below:

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: ___________________________ Email: ______________________________________

To Renew Online - Click Here!

aa g.ggoovov/r/rececorordsds/g/ggetet v-vetetereranan i-idd-cacardrds/s/vivic/c/

RTA T!
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Legislative Update
by Lee Lange, Legislative Chair

passed, much of their attention is turning to 
formulating the state’s FY2024 budget. Early in the 
session, legislators rejected the Governor’s 
proposed budget, and she returned the favor when 
the legislature sent her their version of the budget. 
Now serious discussions are underway to reach a 
budget agreement. Two bills of interest to veterans 
have passed the legislature and been signed by the 
governor. HB2064 and SB1230 both address tax 
exemptions for disabled veterans in Arizona. 

Advocacy in Action: MOAA Members Bring 
Our Message to Capitol Hill

For the first time in four years, MOAA council 
members, chapter members and board members 
from across the nation brought MOAA’s legislative 
message to Capitol Hill on April 26 for the 
organization’s annual Advocacy in Action (AiA) 
event.

Members spent the day visiting the offices of 
House and Senate members, informing legislators 
and their aides about MOAA’s top legislative 
priorities, including restoring the Basic Allowance 
for Housing (BAH) to 100% and preserving access 
to the TRICARE pharmacy network.  

MOAA members expressed support for the 
tangible benefits of restoring the BAH to 100%. 
While BAH rates vary by pay grade, location, and 
other factors, one MOAA calculation using DoD 
and other government figures found an E-5 in a 
military housing area representing the national 
average would receive $111 more per month if 
BAH moved from its current 95% of housing costs 
back to 100%.

MOAA has also been pressing Congress to 
support restoring the TRICARE pharmacy 
network. Late last year, the network dropped 
thousands of independent pharmacies. The year 
before, it dropped Walmart from its provider rolls. 
This has forced beneficiaries to find other network 
pharmacies, sometimes having to drive 40 miles or 
more in rural areas. 

 Overall, this year’s AiA was a successful one, 
said MOAA Senior Director of Government 
Relations CDR René Campos, USN (Ret).

 “AiA is a great experience for local chapter 
members to reinforce MOAA’s obligation to care 
for all who serve and have served,” Campos said.
State Legislature Work ears End

Legislators continue their work in the 2023 
legislative session and initially expected to be 
finished near the end of April. With that date 

dropped from our membership rolls.  I really don’t 
want to see that happen.  Similarly, there are still 44 
members who have not paid their 2023 dues which 
were due by March 31st.  Again, if you have a 
question about your status, write to me for 
clarification.  

Did you know that DoD is changing the 
appearance of its Armed Forces ID cards? Yes, 
there’s a ‘Next Generation’ ID card in your future. 
Here’s a sneak peek!  

Thanks for reading!  Have a wonderful May!
Bob

ere’s a sneak peek! 

Thanks for reading! Have a wonderful May!

Chapter Membership
Continued from page 2

Chapter Membership
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Announcements!Announcements!

Welcome New Member!

Kenneth Hallock
LT, USN (Fmr)

May 20th Member Luncheon Meeting Reservation Form

Please reserve _______ meals for name(s): _________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________ ($35.00/person) for the May 20th Member
Luncheon Meeting payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by May 16,
2023 to: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, or contact:
Charles@Bitner36.com, 602-943-0028. 

Member reservations or call-ins WILL NOT be accepted after
May 16, 2023 @ 4pm

Cancellations after May 16, 2023 at 4 pm will be charged and not refunded.

Page 5

Check Out Our 
Facebook Page!:

  Facebook
Welcome New Member!

Kenneth Hallock
LT, USN (Fmr)

March 2023 Donations
General Fund:

Lee Lange $200

Scholarship Fund:
Charlie Black $100
Charlie Bitner $100
Tom Sheets $100
Pete Berger $200

Facebook Page!:
  Facebook

Useful Web Links:
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CDT Joshua Hitt, Col Lee Lange, Col John Ady.

Recent Chapter Events
April Member Luncheon
ASU ROTC Scholarship 

Presentations

Lt Col Raymond Black, Cadet Kiana Inez.

MIDN Joseph Prusack, Col Lee Lange, CAPT Bruce Kosaveach.
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Col Tom Sheets, president of the Arizona Chapter 
MOAA, presented chapter treasurer Col Charlie 
Bitner with a check in the amount of $2,333.00 for 
the proceeds of the latest auction event organized by 
the joint efforts of both the Southwest Veterans 
Chamber of Commerce, and the Arizona Chapter, 
Military Officers Association of America (MOAA).

Recent Chapter Events (cont)
Southwest Veterans Chamber of 
Commerce and Arizona Chapter, 

MOAA Auction Proceeds

Col Charlie Bitner and Col Tom Sheets.

Scholarship Fund
2023 Annual Scholarship Fundraising Campaign

(Ends May 31, 2023)

Having just awarded our three annual ROTC scholarships, we 
saw just how much our scholarships mean to our young, aspiring 

military leaders of the future. With that experience fresh in our 
minds, now is the time to replace those funds and ensure the 

long-term efficacy of our scholarship program. 

Our 2023 fundraising goal is $3,000!
You can mail your donation to:
AZ MOAA Scholarship Fund

134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020 
or bring it to the May Luncheon.

On behalf of our scholarship winners and their families, we thank you.
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which survivors might be eligible can be seen as a 
gift from the grave to loved ones left behind. 
The Death of a Retired Military Sponsor 

When a military sponsor dies, there are 
numerous calls and contacts to be made, 
beginning with outreach to a funeral home or 
planner who assists not only with the 
arrangements and burial details but also with 
obtaining death certificates. The next contact 
should be to DFAS, either by phone or via the 
DFAS website, notifying the service of the death. 
Coast Guard survivors can report a death and start 
the process to receive benefits by calling the Coast 
Guard Pay and Personnel Center at (866) 
772-8724. 

DFAS wil l send a let ter containing 
an SF-1174, Claim for Unpaid Compensation of 
Deceased Member of the Uniformed Services, as 
well as annuity account forms and instructions for 
those enrolled in SBP. Those enrolled in SBP will 
submit a DD Form 2656-7 with a copy of the 
death certificate to begin receiving payments. 

Beneficiaries should take care not to use any 
retired payments received after the date of a 
retiree’s death, nor should they return any 
payments that were deposited directly to a bank 
account, because DFAS will automatically reclaim 
any money owed it when they receive notification 
of a death. Widows or widowers of military 
retirees will retain the same health care benefits 
they had when their sponsor was alive unless they 
remarry. 

The Defense Manpower Data Center will 
receive any information from the services on the 
death and will do any necessary updates for 
medical coverage. Survivors will need to contact 
Express Scripts, TRICARE’s pharmacy benefit 
manager, to stop any existing prescriptions. 
Survivors of military retirees remain eligible for 
purchased dental and vision insurance unless they 
get remarried. If enrolled, they should contact 
BENEFEDS to inform the managers of the change 
of status, which could reduce the premium, given 
that the deceased beneficiary is no longer a policy 
holder. 

Since military identification cards are the keys 
to accessing military facilities, such as the 
commissary, base exchanges, and more, survivors 
should ensure that they have a current ID.  It is 

 (continued on page 9) 

Personal Affairs
by Lee Lange, Personal Affairs Officer

Preparing for a Military Sponsor’s Death, and 
What to Do When It Happens 

Proper preparation is the key to ensuring a 
smooth transition for family members left behind 
when a military sponsor dies. 

One story recalls a military officer who 
obtained a safe deposit box for his family’s 
important papers — wills, his letter of retirement, 
birth certificates, passports, and more — but failed 
to put his wife’s name on it or designate her as a 
beneficiary. When he died, the situation 
complicated an already sad, stressful time, with 
his spouse desperately needing the materials to 
plan the funeral, sort out finances, and prepare for 
the future without him.  

While the loss of any loved one is tragic and 
heart-wrenching, the death of a military sponsor or 
veteran spouse can result in financial instability 
and the loss of health care and other privileges if 
not handled correctly. But with careful preparation 
before a death and a pre-planned systematic 
process after, survivors can weather managing the 
business side of loss, leaving time to mourn and 
celebrate a life well lived. 
First, Check the Details 

According to estate planners, it’s never too late 
to gather the important information needed to help 
family members in the days and months after a 
death. The process starts by ensuring that correct 
names are on every account and asset, with state 
laws on survivorship helping steer decisions on 
structuring the names on mortgages, vehicle titles, 
and financial accounts. 

Ensuring that the Defense Finance and 
Accounting Service (DFAS), the Defense 
Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System 
(DEERS), all insurance policies, and any Survivor 
Benefit Plan (SBP) paperwork have the correct 
name of the survivor/beneficiary can prevent legal 
issues from cropping up after a death. 

In addition to checking these details, a folder 
or binder containing every account number, 
including long- and short-term investments, 
policies, computer and phone passwords, code 
words, critical paperwork, and a list of benefits for 
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important to obtain a survivor ID card as soon as 
the death certificate is available. This can be done 
by going to the nearest ID card center to receive a 
new ID. Survivors will need the death certificate 
and two forms of identification, including at least 
one government-issued ID such as a passport or 
driver’s license. 

In the case of Social Security benefits, any 
funeral home will report the person’s death to the 
Social Security Administration. Survivors will 
need to provide the funeral home the deceased’s 
Social Security number to ensure this occurs. 
Survivors can do this themselves by calling 
during business hours. Again, survivors should 
not use any of the deceased individual’s Social 
Security payments issued after the date of death, 
as they will be expected to pay the money back.

Personal Affairs
Continued from page 8
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AZ MOAA Summer Happy Hour 
Wednesday July 12th from 4:30 to 7:00 at 

 
16405 N Scottsdale Rd, Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

$15.00 per person 

Includes hors d’oeuvres, no host bar, & silent auction. 

Let’s stay in touch during the summer break. 

Guests & prospective members welcomed. 

Make checks payable to AZ MOAA. 
RSVP to Charlie Bitner 602.943.0028/charles@bitner36.com

Summer Events!

We are, however, planning three events to help stay 
in touch during our summer break. First, we will 
have a Happy Hour and silent auction at Maggianos 
Little Italy in Scottsdale on Wednesday July 12th. 
Additionally, we will have another “Freedom Isn’t 
Free” packing event on Thursday, July 19th, at 
Sagewood. Finally, we will again take in a ballgame 
on Sunday July 30th when the D-Backs host the 
Seattle Mariners. Details for all three events are 
included within this Sentinel. 

For those of you who could not make the April 
luncheon, our Chapter again received MOAA’s  
Five-Star Colonel Marvin J. Harris Communication 

President’s Perspective 
Continued from page 1

Awards for both the Sentinel and our website. A 
huge thank you to Janet Lange and Steve 
MacDonald for their leadership of our newsletter 
and to Carl Ulbrich, our webmaster. Additionally, 
thank you to all who supported them by 
submitting great articles for the Sentinel and 
content for the website. 

Please continue to access and use the MOAA 
Legislative Action Center to communicate with 
our US Senators and Representatives about issues 
affecting the uniformed services, veterans, and 
retirees. We will have copies of the “How to 
Guide” we prepared and handed out in February 
available for you to take home. 

I hope to see you at McCormick Ranch. 
Tom 
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More Summer Events!
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Game’s On!

Here s the scoop: 
Date: Sunday, July 30 

Place: Chase Field 
Seats:  Second Level 

First Pitch: 1:10 p.m. 

Group discount price of $42 per ticket

Even More Summer Events!
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Arizona Chapter MOAA

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed services (Army,

Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard), or NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) or U.S. Public Health

Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of those services, and Surviving Spouses of deceased individuals

who would, if living, be eligible for regular membership as defined above.  (Click here for online application form.)

Full Name: ________________________________________________________________________________

Spouse Name: _____________________________________________________________________________

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _______________________

Telephone #: ____________________________ E -Mail address: _____________________________________

Branch of Service: _____________________________________________ Rank: ________________________

Service Status: ____ Active (includes Reserve/National Guard)    ____ Retired

____ Former Officer    ____ Warrant Officer

____ Surviving spouse of deceased MOAA member    ____ OR eligible individual

Date of Birth: __________________________

Your MOAA Member Number: ______________________       (National MOAA membership is required.)

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org

OR  you may request the AZ Chapter Membership Chairperson, Bob Fiegl, to enroll you in National MOAA

for a no-cost Basic Membership for 3 Years. You can email Bob at Fieglr869@gmail.com.

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse. (This is separate from

your national MOAA membership.  Even if you have a free membership at national, you must still pay chapter dues.)

Dues for new members joining: Jan 1 –Jun 30 = $20 . Jul 1 – Dec 31 = $20 (includes following year paid in full).

Amount enclosed: $____________ Please mail check payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” with completed

application to Chapter Treasurer: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020

How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter? _____AZ MOAA Website _____ The Sentinel Newsletter

_____ AZ MOAA Chapter Membership Chairman _____Other (_____________________________________)

Applicant Signature ________________________________________________ Date ___________________
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ARIZO A CHAPTER 
Military Officers Association of America  

CALE DAR 

Board of Directors Meetings  
First Thursday of each month  

May 4th, 2023 
the American Legion Post 44 

7145 E 2nd Street 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251  

Member Luncheon/Meetings  
Third Saturday of each month at 11am 

Next Meeting: May 20th, 2023 
McCormick Ranch Golf Club 

7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 

Upcoming Events 
12 Jul 2023:  Summer Happy Hour  

19 Jul 2023:  Freedom Isn’t Free Charity Event 
30 Jul 2023:  Diamondbacks Game 

Who Can Join MOAA?

Men and women who are or have been federally - 
commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed 
services: 

Army
Navy

Air Force
Marine Corps 

Coast Guard 

Space Force
National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration 

Public Health Services 

The National Guard 

or other Reserve Components
of those services 

Widows and widowers of
deceased individuals who would, 

if living, be eligible for regular 
membership in accordance with the above. 
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ADVERTISING
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

ARRANGEMENTS
Col Charles Bitner, USAF  602 -943 -0028 

CHAPLAIN
Col Miriam Rosa-Cummo, USA      516-521-1511 

HISTORIAN /  PHOTOGRAPHER
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF  602 -482 -3838 

JROTC AWARDS
Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF  602 -482 -3838 

LEGISLATION
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

MEMBERSHIP 

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN  850 -207 -9845

NEWSLETTER EDITOR/COMMUNICATIONS
Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF     310 -972 -9263 

PERSONAL AFFAIRS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

PROGRAMS
CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 602- 501- 9876 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Col Lee Lange, USMC  703 -232 -3609 

SURVIVING SPOUSES
Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse 602 -993 -8556 

TRANSITION LIAISON 

CDR Jim Draper USN  480 -483 -7769 
WEBMASTER
Carl Ulbrich, Jireh Communications

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org 

The Sentinel Newsletter is sent electronically

PRESIDENT 

Col Tom Sheets, USMC  760 -213 -3705 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN  850 -207 -9845 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT

CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 412 -779 -0372 
SECRETARY

CAPT Carole Litten, USN         970-355-8981 
TREASURER   

Col Charles Bitner, USAF  602 -943 -0028 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

Maj Pete Berger, USAF  602 -739 -0586 

DIRECTORS:
  Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF; CDR Jack Farley, USN;
 Capt Stephen MacDonald, USAF

azmoaa.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Arizona Chapter 

Military Officers Association of America 
3537 E Tina Dr 

Phoenix, AZ 85050 

 Licensed Professional Licensed Independent Substance Abuse
 Counselor                     Counselor

PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC 
Associated Recovery Counselors

7101 East Indian School Rd. 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251    480 - 429 -6292 


