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  May has quickly arrived once again marking 

our final Chapter luncheon before our summer 

break in June, July, and August. As our final 

luncheon until September, we look forward to a 

strong turnout. Please get your reservations into 

Charlie as early as possible, and keep in mind 

that Tuesday at 4 p.m. before the luncheon is 

our cut-off to provide a meal count to     

McCormick Ranch. We simply must reduce the 

number of add-ons and showing up without a 

reservation.  

  Last month, once we figured out to accommo-

date our extra attendees, we once again had the 

opportunity to reward two of our future mili-

tary leaders with $2,500 scholarships. I know 

you all share my respect and admiration for 

these young Americans who are carrying on the 

same proud and patriotic tradition of service 

that is our common bond. As you know, our 

Navy recipient was “deployed” to Camp    

Navajo participating in mandatory training but 

Bruce Kosaveach and Lee Lange presented his    

scholarship as part of a large awards presenta-

tion at ASU attended by nearly 400 people on 

April 21. 

  We thank our members whose generosity 

through donations, raffle givebacks, and partic-

ipation in our fundraising activities over the 

years makes these scholarships possible. To be 

sure, the “fund giving” is much more fun than 

the “fundraising,” but we cannot do the former 

without the latter. Speaking of fundraising, 

please check out the article about our June 

“Summer Adventures” online auction on Page 

2 that we will cohost with the Southwest Veter-

ans Foundation.  

Continued on Page 2 
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Arizona Chapter MOAA Membership   
DUES  RENEWAL  FORM          

  
 

2022 DUES are payable on JANUARY 1.         Dues become DELINQUENT on March 1, 2022   
If you become delinquent, you can still pay your Past Dues by completing your information below and send 
it with your check —  $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a  Surviving Spouse Member       
payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to:   Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ  85020.  
   

  Dues for 2021  $______________________ Dues for 2022  $_______________________ 

  Member OR Surviving Spouse Member   ____________________________________________________  

  Spouse Name __________________________________________________________________________ 

  Please make any CHANGES to your Contact Information below:      

  Address: ______________________________________________________________________________             

  Phone number:  ___________________________   Email: ______________________________________ 

President’s Perspective Continued from Page 1 

  Many members have suggested we try to stay in 

touch better through the summer with several casual 

events through summer. We are looking at a        

Diamondbacks based game again this year.         

Additionally, we are working the details for a 

“Fantasy Golf Happy Hour” probably in late June. 

It will be an opportunity to stay connected and to 

play 18 holes of golf without leaving the air-

conditioned room! More to come on both events. 

See you on the 21st!   

________________________________________ 

Inaugural Veteran Support Grants 

Tom Sheets 

  Over the last couple of years, our Chapter has initi-

ated several highly successful fundraising cam-

paigns that have provided significant resources with 

which we could increase our support of Veterans 

who have served, sacrificed, and suffered—and 

their families. We asked our members in a survey to 

vote on the types of Veteran needs in our communi-

ties that they would like to support. The top two   

areas—by far—were Veteran homelessness and   

suicide. By now you know that Arizona has the fifth 

highest Veteran suicide rate in the nation.   

 Guided by our members’ priorities, the Board of 
Directors approved three grants of $500 each at its 
April  meeting.     These  grants  were  presented  to      

MANA House, US Vets-Phoenix, and the Southwest 

Veterans Foundation’s Veteran Suicide Prevention 

Fund. The Board of Directors plan to consider future 

grants during the first month of each calendar    

quarter. The number and size of the grants will be 

determined based on funds available and the        

determination of need by vetted and worthy organi-

zations. 

  We thank our members for their participation in 

this process and for their generosity and support 

over the years that enabled us to raise the funds to 

create and support this program. Our goal has been 

to put more “fun” in fundraising. We have done this 

through the Service Academy football games, the 

Super Bowl pools, fantasy Golf and our auctions. 

  Our Chapter can be proud that we have stepped up 

to help meet unmet needs of our local Veterans and 

their families. 

 

Recent Donations:  Thru April 2022 

General Fund:   Al Crawford   $50 

Scholarship Fund:   

 Through Steve MacDonald:   

 In Memory of George MacDonald by 

 by Marshal Granberry        $100 

 Carol Litten     $35 

mailto:Fieglr869@gmail.com
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Many members have suggested we try to stay in 
touch better through the summer with several     
casual events through summer. We are looking at a  
Diamondbacks baseball game again this year.   
Additionally, we are working the details for a 

probably in late June. 
It will be an opportunity to stay connected and to 
play 18 holes of golf without leaving the air-

 

MAY 21 Luncheon Meeting Reservation Form 
 
 

 

Please reserve _______ meals for name(s): _________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Enclosed is my check for $ ______________ ($30.00/person) for the May 21 Member 
Luncheon Meeting payable to:   AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by  May 17, 
2022 to:  Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85020, or contact: 
Charles@Bitner36.com, 602-943-0028.  

 

Member reservations or call-ins WILL NOT be accepted after  
May 17, 2022 @ 4pm 

 

Cancellations after May 17, 2022 at 4 pm will be charged and not refunded.  

 

Summer Adventures Fundraising Auction 

 

Another hot Arizona summer is quickly approaching and that means it is time again to partner with 

the Southwest Veterans Foundation for our “Summer Adventures” online fundraising auction. This 

auction will feature nearly 100 items to help make your hot Arizona summer more enjoyable—

and you will be supporting Veterans and their families in the process. 

The auction categories will include Indoor & Outdoor 

activities, products, restaurant gift cards, retail gift 

cards, wine & spirits, and best-selling books & games. 

You will find things for all ages. The activities include 

golf, movie passes, Bearizona, lake cruises, axe 

throwing, escape room, Verde Canyon Railroad, 

OdySea, Butterfly Wonderland, zoos, museums, 

Lowell Observatory, indoor shooting, gun club and 

fitness center memberships, and more.  

The auction will begin at 8:00 am on Saturday June 4th and end at 7:00 pm on Sunday June 12th. 

The auction site is https://southwestveterans.dojiggy.io/90f2de 

We are still looking for auction items so if you would like to donate an item, pleases contact Jack 

Farley (jfa327@aol.com/412.779.0372) or Tom Sheets (t.sheets@swvcc.org/760.213.3705. 

Additional information will be published closer to the auction. 

One of the keys to great auction success is to get the word out to a large “universe of bidders.” So 

please share this event with your family, friends, neighbors, and—especially—other groups in 

which you are a member of participant. 

On behalf of the Veterans and their families who will benefit from your support and generosity, 

we thank you. 

 

 



 

May 21 Luncheon/Meeting 
 

 

DATE: May 21, 2022 
  11:00-11:45 am Meet & Greet Social Hour 
  11:45 am-12:00 pm  Pledge, Invocation, Anouncements 
  12:00-2:00pm Lunch and Program                                                                                               
 
PLACE:  McCormick Ranch Golf Club 
  7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258  
                                 
COST:       $30 Per Person  
  Reservations by 4 PM 5.17.2022  
 
DRESS:      Business Casual  
 
MENU:  Caesar Salad, Pan-Seared Salmon Filet with Herb Butter with Smashed  
  Fingerlings and Carrot Cake 
 
PROGRAM:   Colonel Anthony Pistilli, Commemorative Air Force Museum Docent 
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ARIZONA CHAPTER  

Military Officers Association of America  

CALENDAR 

Board of Directors Meetings  

First Thursday of each month 11:30 am 
 

May 5, 2022  
 

the American Legion Post 44 
7145 E 2nd Street 

Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
 

Member Luncheon/Meetings       

Third Saturday of each month 11 am 

May 21, 2022 

McCormick Ranch Golf Club 
7505 E McCormick Pkwy 

Scottsdale, AZ 85258  
 

Reservations  Required by May 17 

 

Who Can Join MOAA? 

Men and women who are or have been federally-

commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed 

services:  

Army 
Navy  

Air Force 
Marine Corps  
Coast Guard  
Space Force  

National Oceanic and  
Atmospheric Administration  

Public Health Services   
The National Guard  

or other Reserve Components 
of those services 

 
 

Widows and widowers of  

deceased individuals who would,  

if living, be eligible for regular  

membership in accordance with the above. 
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Note by Janet Lange: It has been my pleasure to contribute to the AZ Chapter, MOAA as the Sentinel   
Editor for 4-1/2 years.  It is now time for a change.  AZ Chapter, MOAA, is pleased to announce that    
Stephen MacDonald will be taking over as the Editor of the Sentinel in September. He was recruited by 
Bruce Kosaveach, our Programs Chairperson.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PXG for Heroes is a very special program built 
to provide the world’s finest golf equipment 
to the world’s finest people – the men and 
women of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, 
Coast Guard and our nation’s Police Officers, 
Firefighters, and EMTs. 

 

To recognize those who are currently serving 
or have served, PXG founder, Bob Parsons, 
a U.S. Marine Corps Vietnam veteran, is 
providing special pricing on select PXG clubs 
and apparel. 

 

To learn more and confirm eligibility, 
visit www.pxg.com/heroes. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Nobody makes golf clubs the way we do. Period.® 

H E R OE S @ PXG. C OM /  1 .8 44 .P L AY.PXG 

Stephen MacDonald Biography 

Stephen was born in Plattsburgh, NY and grew up in an Air Force family. He and his 

family lived all over the USA while his father served for 30 years as a pilot. Stephen 

graduated from high school in Sioux Falls, SD, and was accepted to the U.S. Air Force 

Academy where he graduated in 1983 with a bachelor of science degree in electrical      

engineering and was commissioned a second lieutenant.  

  Stephen’s first and only assignment in the Air Force was to Los Angeles Air Force Station where he 

worked various jobs in the Global Positioning System Joint Program Office of Space Division, including 

the ground segment and user segment. He was responsible for integrating GPS receivers into different     

aircraft. 

  Stephen left the Air Force to take a job with the satellite division of Hughes Aircraft Company in their 

Launch Systems Integration office. He spent 19 years working ground operations and ten years in charge of 

launch vehicle integration.  He participated in the successful launch of 13 government satellites.   

  In 2000, Hughes Aircraft was purchased by Boeing. He retired from Boeing in 2018, eventually moving to 

Phoenix in early 2021. Currently, Stephen is active with the Mountain View Presbyterian Church choir and 

he occupies his time working out, playing guitar, traveling and riding his motorcycle. 
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Advocacy in Action Off to a Strong Start,  
But More Help Needed 

 
  MOAA’s 2022 Advocacy in Action (AiA) campaign 

is in the home stretch and MOAA is making solid 

progress with legislators. This year’s effort is again 

being led by chapters and councils in all fifty states, 

focusing on three issues (see below).   
  

  Arizona lawmakers have been home for their spring 

break, working in their districts. Our Arizona     

Chapter, MOAA, arranged a Zoom meeting with 

Senator Sinema’s staff and an in-person meeting with 

Rep Schweikert’s staff. A meeting with Rep 

Gallego’s office is pending.  
 

  While meetings are important, letters (email letters)    

are important, too – they contribute to the surround-

sound effect MOAA seeks. Council and chapter  

leaders nationwide have completed over 50 meetings 

with legislators and staff members as of April 13, and 

MOAA members and supporters have sent over 2,000 

letters seeking support and  co-sponsors for AiA    

issues. Collectively, MOAA has contacted over 300 

offices, more than halfway to the objective of hitting 

all 535 congressional offices in person, virtually, or 

via phone or letters. 
 

  Arizona Chapter, MOAA members can help by 

sending emails on the three issues below to let      

lawmakers know how important AiA issues are to 

you and those we serve.  
  

  Important: Please follow the links on our three   

topics and send the letters to your legislators using 

MOAA’s Action Center. Fill in your personal infor-

mation and MOAA produces a letter you can send to 

your two AZ senators and your U.S Representative, 

based on your congressional district. 

 

• The Major Richard Star Act (H.R. 1282, S. 

344) would provide concurrent receipt of both 

retired pay and VA disability pay for combat-

injured veterans who were not able to complete 

20 years of service due to their injuries.  

      Send a letter today. 

 

 

Legislative Update 
by Lee Lange, Legislative Chair 

• The Stop Copay Overpay Act (H.R. 4824) would 

support affordable mental health care for TRI-

CARE beneficiaries by reducing copays which 

have doubled from just a few years ago   

      Send a letter today. 

 

• Ensure a competitive pay raise for all uniformed 

services – already slated to be 4.6% as proposed 

by the president, but it could be more. The pay 

raise fell below private-sector increases from 

2014 through 2016, leaving a combined 2.6% gap 

that has yet to be restored. Increasing the pay 

raise to 7.2% would overcome the previous gap 

and help servicemembers through historical     

inflation. Send a letter today. Send a letter today.  

 

Thank you in advance. We need your help in telling 

your legislators these issues are important to you.  

 

COLA Watch 

 

  MOAA tracks the monthly release of CPI-W figures 

on its Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) Watch page. 

The January 2022 figures offer more than just a jump 

on the COLA Watch chart – they represent the largest 

year-over-year increase for CPI-W to begin a calendar 

year since 1983.  

   While the January figures do not factor directly into 

the COLA calculation, each month’s release provides 

a trend line toward those critical summer months. 

And the 8.23% increase from January 2021 to January 

2022 stands out among recent data. No January   

number has been more than 5% above the previous 

January number since 1991. 

  The March 2022 CPI is 5.5 percent above the FY 

2022 COLA baseline. The Consumer Price Index for 

April 2022 is scheduled to be released May 11. Much 

more data must come in before projecting the COLA 

increase for 2023, but continued inflationary        

pressures mean next year’s COLA may be significant.  

Personal Affairs 

by Lee Lange, Personal Affairs Officer 

https://www.moaa.org/content/take-action/advocacy-in-action/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/36675/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/39697/
https://moaa.quorum.us/campaign/39683/
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May 21st, 2022  

OVERVIEW OF AIRBASE ARIZONA AND COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE MUSEUM  
Falcon Field, Mesa, AZ  

Colonel Anthony Pistilli, Museum Docent 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

          

Born in Staten Island, NY Tony entered the Airline industry in 1973 as an Aerospace 

Engineer with Pratt & Whitney, after receiving a Bachelor’s Degree in Aerospace 

Engineering and Applied Mechanics and a Master’s Degree in Business Administration while 

at Pratt & Whitney.   

Tony worked in several areas at Pratt & Whitney over 15 years such as Experimental 

Engineering, Marketing and Sales Administration, Regional Customer Support and Sales 

Manager.  He was Customer Support Manager for United Airlines for four years with hands-

on troubleshooting and repair development for United’s 767 Engines.  

Tony joined America West Airlines in 1988 as Senior Director Quality Assurance, Inspection 

and Airframe and Power Plant Engineering, and two years later became Senior Director 

Operations Planning having responsibility for on-time Performance, Security, Safety, and 

Project Management.  

Tony joined United Airlines in 1991 as Director of Maintenance Programs with 

Responsibility for Maintenance Programs, Project Management, Project Control, 

Administration, and Technical Documents.  

He enjoys music and plays guitar and keyboards. He is a member of the OK Chorale 

Cowboy Trio for 10 years doing 250 shows statewide.  

Since retiring in 2007, Tony has been a professional with the Rotary Club of Fountain Hills, 

a Volunteer for Junior Achievement at FH High School, Phoenix Sky Harbor Navigator, and 

he now serves as a Docent for the Airbase Arizona of the Commemorative Air Force Mesa, 

AZ at Falcon Field.  

 

May 21st, 2022  
McCormick Ranch Golf Club  
Luncheon $30 per person.  

Please RSVP by May 17th with check to Charlie Bitner 134 E. Northview Ave. Phoenix 85020  
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Every April our chapter takes pride in presenting scholarships to deserving Arizona State University 

ROTC cadets and midshipmen from the Army, Air Force, and Navy.  
 

At our April luncheon meeting Cadets Nicole Hartley – Army ROTC and Hunter Mason – Air Force 

ROTC were each presented with $2500 scholarships. MIDN Kyle Vonnahme from the Navy (Marine 

option) was unable to attend that day due to training requirements. His scholarship was presented at the 

Arizona State University ROTC awards ceremony a few days later with the entire battalion in attendance. 
 

Funding for these scholarships is provided by the Arizona Chapter MOAA Scholarship Fund which is a 

separately governed § 501(c)(3) organization with its own board of directors. The Articles of Incorporation 

state (in part) that the fund: “…is organized exclusively to receive, administer, and expend funds to 

provide scholarships to outstanding Reserve Officer Training Candidates (ROTC)…”  
 

Scholarship Fund donations by our members plus the dedicated fundraising efforts by Jack Farley, Tom 

Sheets and crew significantly help raise monies for this fund.   
 

    
  SFC Andrew Hall, Cadet Nicole Hartley, CAPT Bruce Kosaveach   MAJ Craig Moore, Cadet Hunter Mason, CAPT Bruce Kosaveach 

 
CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, MIDN Kyle Vonnahme, COL Lee Lange 



 

Arizona Chapter MOAA  

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed services (Army, 

Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard), or NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) or U.S.  Public Health  

Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of those services, and Surviving Spouses of  deceased individuals who 

would, if living, be eligible for regular membership as defined above. 

 

Full Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spouse Name: _____________________________________________________________________________  

Street Address:  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________ Zip: _______________________ 

Telephone #: ____________________________ E-Mail address: _____________________________________ 

Branch of Service: _____________________________________________ Rank: ________________________  

Service Status:  ____ Active (includes Reserve/National Guard)   ____ Retired              

____ Former Officer     ____Warrant Officer   

____ Surviving spouse of deceased MOAA member ____ OR eligible individual  

Date of Birth __________________________  

Are you a Member of National MOAA:  Yes ______ No ______   Your MOAA Number is: _________________     

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org  

________Or you may request the AZ Chapter Membership Chairperson, Bob Fiegl, to enroll you  

for a no-cost Basic Membership for 3 Years.    

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse.   

Dues for new members joining:  Jan 1–Jun 30 = $20.  Jul 1 – Dec 31 = $20 (includes following year paid in full). 

Amount enclosed: $____________          Please mail check payable to AZMOAA with completed application to:   

    Treasurer Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ  85020  

How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter?     _____AZ MOAA Website       _____The Sentinel Newsletter 

_____ AZMOAA Member Membership Chairman    _____Other (_____________________________________)  

Applicant Signature ________________________________________________ Date ___________________ 
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https://d.docs.live.net/a7a05606a0c19b6d/Documents/1%20MOAA/February%202021/MEMBERSHIP%20APPLICATION.docx


 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ! 

 
 
 

Capt Howard K London, USMC (Fmr) 

and his wife, Marty 

 

LT John Underwood, USN, (Fmr) 

and his wife, Shirley 

 

 

 

Members: please meet and greet our 
new members at our May meeting 
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Phil and Shar Roos – The Journey Begins 
 

  Last month we told you about Phil and Shar Roos deciding to journey across America in an RV. This 

month, the journey begins. Toward the end of 2019, Phil was looking at getting solar panels on his RV      

because they wanted to be able to go off-grid. In the process of getting a quote from an installer and his 

friend, the trio got to talking about the Roos plan - A Year to Volunteer – and came up with the idea of     

organizing a larger project and seeking volunteers. Phil heard about Florida Caverns State Park in Florida, 

hard hit by Hurricane Michael in 2018 and closed ever since. The state was open to a volunteer group      

helping get the park back on its feet. Phil and Shar drove their RV to a rally in Live Oak, FL in January 2020 

and advertised their project – they soon had 39 volunteers. 
 

  In the first project, they drew mostly from full-time RV families. Since then, most of the volunteers have 

been in the 55–65 year age range, some full time RVr’s and some on RV vacations or from the local area. So 

far, they have finished 20 plus projects in 16 states, totaling about 28,094 man-hours, and saved parks and 

nonprofits millions of dollars for the work they have done. After that first project, Phil and Shar knew they 

found their calling – find a project and find a group of volunteers to get it done.  
 

  Their revised goal is now 50 states and 365 volunteer days, whichever comes last. To help them organize 

projects and raise funds, they started A Year to Volunteer, a 501(c) 3, non-profit corporation. Their website 

lists pending projects and how to volunteer and allows people to donate funds. Phil and Shar call their effort 

Y2V for short. Google their website for more information and if you want to help Phil and Shar.    

 

  Phil and Shar returned to Phoenix on a short break in December 2021 and went back on the road again in 

February 2022. They are booked out with projects until the end of May.  
 

Next time: Phil and Shar share stories from the road. 



PRESIDENT 
   Col Tom Sheets, USMC      760-213-3705      
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
   CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN        850-207-9845 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
   CDR Jack Farley, USN       412-779-0372                    
SECRETARY 
   Maj David Boyd, USAF      202-617-0337 
TREASURER  
   Col Charles Bitner, USAF      602-943-0028 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
   Maj Pete Berger, USAF      602-739-0586 
 

DIRECTORS:  
 LTC Ron Bright, USA; Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF;   
  CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN;  Janet Lange, USMC      
  Spouse; Col Lee Lange, USMC  

ADVERTISING 
  Janet Lange, USMC Spouse      571-722-4348 
ARRANGEMENTS 
   Col Charles Bitner, USAF      602-943-0028 

CHAPLAIN                      
   Col Miriam Rose-Cummo, USA       516-521-1511 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 
  Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF       602-482-3838 
HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER 
  Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF                    602-482-3838 
JROTC AWARDS 
  Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF       602-482-3838       
LEGISLATION  
  Col Lee Lange, USMC        703-232-3609 
MEMBERSHIP 
  CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN                            850-207-9845 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  Janet Lange, USMC Spouse      571-722-4348 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS  
  Col Lee Lange, USMC       703-232-3609 
PROGRAMS 
  CAPT Bruce Kosaveach,  USN           602-501-9876 
 SCHOLARSHIPS 
   LTC Ron Bright, USA       480-614-9463 
 SURVIVING SPOUSES 

   Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse      602-993-8556 
TRANSITION  LIAISON 
   CDR Jim Draper USN       480-483-7769 
 WEBMASTER  
   Carl Ulbrich Jireh Communications  
                 
  

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at:  azmoaa.org 
The Sentinel Newsletter is sent electronically 

Arizona Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America 
41122 N. Majesty Way 
Anthem, AZ  85086 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

azmoaa.org 
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Licensed Professional        Licensed Independent Substance Abuse 
Counselor                                                        Counselor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC 
Associated Recovery Counselors  

 

    

  7101 East Indian School Rd. 
  Scottsdale, AZ  85251                 480-429-6292 


