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Congratulations to Jim Cullison and
Dr. Christeen Verchot on their induction
into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame
October 15!

Bruce Kosaveach represented our Chapter
at the MOAA National Meeting in Wash-

2020 LOE Award to go along with our
December 2020 Communications awards. Lee
Lange received the Steve Strobridge Legisla-
tive Chair award named after his former men-
tor at MOAA, Col Steve Strobridge. The
award was presented by the President and the
Chairman of the Board of MOAA. Our state
and Chapter were well-recognized.

Our October 23 Picnic was a rousing
success! The delicious food was catered by
Famous Dave’s surpassed only by the
comradery of our members and the excellent
entertainment. Bruce Kosaveach and his trio
sang cowboy and patriotic songs with
outstanding harmony. Linda Parker Boyd,
wife of our Chapter Secretary Dave Boyd,
followed by beautifully singing two favorite
patriotic songs.

Tom Sheets presented our Chapter with two
checks totaling over $2500.00 raised through
the fund-raising efforts that he and Jack
Farley spearheaded. We also had another
fund-raising event culminate at our picnic.
Thanks to the generosity of Charlie Bitner
and his son, we raffled off 9 bottles of Game
of Thrones scotch which generated another
$1000.00 for our programs. We are grateful
for the Bitners’ donation.

I look forward to seeing you all for our
November 20™ Luncheon and Annual
Membership Meeting. We will be voting on
the new officer slate. You may use the reser-
vation form on Page 3 to reserve your seat.

Continued on Page 3

MILITARY
OFFICERS
ASSOCIATION
OF AMERICA
ington, D.C. on October 15 and received our FEBRUARY 23,

1929

US ARMY
JUNE 14 1775

US NAVY
oCcT 131775

US MARINE
CORPS
NOV 10, 1775

US COAST
GUARD
AUG 14 1790

US PUBLIC
HEALTH
SERVICE

JAN 4 1889

US AIR FORCE
SEP 18 1947

NATIONAL
OCEANIC AND
ATMOSPHERIC
ADMINISTRA-

TION

oCT 31970

US SPACE
FORCE
DEC 20 2019



Bob Fiegl, AZ Chapter Membership Chair MOAA offers free memberships (Basic), annual
FieglR869@gmail.com memberships and life memberships, each provides
different levels of benefits. Once a person is a
MOAA member, they’re eligible to join our chapter
— see our web pages at https://www.azmoaa.org/

It's now officially my favorite time of the vyear!
Thanksgiving is rapidly approaching. Combine that
with major league baseball playoffs and the upcoming membership/ For 2022, dues are $20 for members
World Series, football, basketball and hockey to watch. 2and $10 for surviving spouses. Use my email

What could be better? Monthly MOAA luncheons address above if there is anything | can do to help
resuming on the 3rd Saturday of the month! with recruiting or enrolling new members. You can
also use the New Member Application on Page 11.

As Membership Chairman for our chapter, gaining
new members is a high priority as well as keeping
current members. Having you as a member of the
MOAA AZ Chapter is very important. You could tell you
were important when our Board members called
multiple times (or attempted to) during the COVID
crisis last year. Members | spoke with truly appreciat-
ed that someone took the time to check on them
during hard times. That is a testament to who we are
as an organization. Again, you are important and we

There are some important benefits that come
with a MOAA membership. All levels of member-
ship receive monthly email updates covering the
high-level things MOAA is working on in Washing-
ton. Annual and Life members receive MOAA’s
superb monthly magazine, too. As current, former
or retired officers, most of these things have
significance for us and MOAA wants all of us to be
aware of them.

care. It's a good time to make a note on your calendar
as a reminder to pay your chapter dues for 2022.
CHAPTER DUES ARE DUE JANUARY 1 and you can
mail your dues early. Our treasurer, Charlie Bitner,
will not complain!

My personal request to each member is to recruit
new members. If you know someone who is or was a
commissioned member of the uniformed armed
services, NOAA or the Public Health Service, please
encourage them to consider applying for membership.  Let me conclude by wishing you a wonderful
First, they need to belong to MOAA at Thanksgiving! It's an important and fun holiday.
https://www.moaa.org/. | wish you the very best!

Arizona Chapter MOAA Membership
DUES RENEWAL FORM

| it with your check — $20/year for a Regular Member or $10/year for a Surviving Spouse Member
} payable to “AZ Chapter MOAA” and mail to: Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85020.

Member OR Surviving Spouse Member

Spouse Name

Address:

Phone number: Email:
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President’s Perspective Continued from Page 1

We are moving into our holiday season and we
have much for which to be thankful. I am anticipat-
ing Thanksgiving: I am very thankful for Barbara
and my family and friends and I am very thankful to
be part of our Arizona Chapter, MOAA. The work
we do to support our Veterans and ROTC Cadets
is very meaningful and I hope that you share my
pride in our accomplishments! More importantly, I
value the friends made in these recent years. These
relationships have been rewarding and enjoyable,
serving as a constant reminder that every person has
an interesting story to tell in support of our great
nation.

I appreciate our members catching up with their
2021 dues. I want to remind you to get your 2022
dues in. Our dues are only $20. MOAA Chapters
across our state are charging as much as $25 and
$35. MOAA National dues are going up 23% in
2022, so, if you are not a Lifetime Member in
MOAA National, you might want to get your dues
in early.
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I am looking forward to the Holidays as a time of gift
giving ... doing for others as our gift to those who we
serve. Look for information on the Toys for Tots pro-
gram in the Sentinel. We are looking for additional ways
in which our Chapter can support Veterans and their fam-
ilies.

The BOD has been going through a process of
clarifying the roles of our two separate corporations. The
Scholarship Corporation provides Scholarships to
deserving ROTC Cadets and awards to deserving JROTC
Cadets. Our General Fund Corporation provides other
forms of assistance to Veterans and their families.
Enhanced fund raising has given us the ability to broaden
our reach in helping others.

I want to remind you all to stay safe. Please avail your-
selves of all protective measures. We have had two mem-
bers and their wives get COVID and I believe that the
fact they were fully vaccinated saved their lives.

Remember to save the date: December 11, the
Army/Navy Game at Famous 48. Another opportunity
for fun, gathering as a Chapter and possibly winning
money as we raise more money. [ hope to see you all
there!

NOVEMBER 20, 2021 ANNUAL MEETING LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

: Please reserve meals for name(s):

Enclosed is my check for $

($30.00/person) for the November

. Luncheon Membership Meeting payable to:
: 11/16/2021 to: Charles Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020, or contact:
: Charles@Bitner36.com, 602-943-0028. Credit cards will not be accepted.

Member reservations or call-ins WILL NOT be accepted after
November 16, 2021 @ 4pm

Cancellations after November 16, 2021 after 4 pm will be charged and not refunded.

AZ Chapter MOAA and mailed to arrive by



Federal Legislative Update
by Lee Lange, Legislative Chair

Help Stop Proposed Arlington Burial
Eligibility Changes

For several years, there has been an ongoing
discussion within DoD, the Congress and veterans
organization over Arlington National Cemetery (ANC)
eventually running out of room for additional burials.
With the current eligibility standards, ANC will run
out of room sometime after 2050. In 2016, Congress
passed a law requiring the Army, as Executive Agent
for ANC, to submit a report on the future capacity of
ANC for below ground burials and above ground
inurnments. In 2019, the Army proposed eligibility
changes which significantly restricts in-ground
interment for military retirees and other veterans.

Why Action Is Needed Now

The reduction of the full military honors benefit will
occur if Congress fails to intervene. This is because
DoD must comply with language in the 2019 NDAA
requiring a plan to continue ANC operations “well into
the future” through an eligibility reduction. The
change could be published soon and would reduce the
full military honors benefit for many who have long
had Arlington National Cemetery as their planned
resting place. This would be especially hard-hitting for
Vietnam veterans and their families.

MOAA and The Military Coalition (TMC) are
concerned proposed changes are service- and mis-
sion-discriminatory, and do not account for all-
important military honors for those who would be
forced to use a different cemetery -- there are 155
National Cemeteries administered by the VA, but
only the DoD-run Arlington National Cemetery af-
fords full military honors.

MOAA and TMC each sent a letter to the armed
services committees earlier this year outlining these
problems with the proposed changes. Congress must
intervene or risk breaking a promise and reducing
one more benefit.

A proposed Senate floor amendment by Sen Rich-
ard Blumenthal (D-Conn) to the FY22 National De-
fense Authorization Act (NDAA) would delay pro-
posed eligibility changes at Arlington National
Cemetery until the completion of a joint DoD-VA
report on the location of the next national cemetery
to provide full military honors.

MOAA supports the language included in the Sen-
ate amendment and encourages you to show your
support by contacting your lawmakers and urging
them to ensure it finds a place in the final NDAA.
Visit MOAA’s https://takeaction.moaa.org/moaa/
app/write-a-letter?0&engagementld=511221 website
to send a letter to your legislators. Or call your
legislators by using MOAA’s Capital Hotline —
866-272-MOAA (6622) — a toll-free line to the U.S.
Capitol switchboard, to connect with your legisla-
tors' offices.
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Making the
World Your
Playground!®

PROVIDING CUSTOM TRAVEL SERVICES:

River & Ocean Cruising .
Custom Itinerary Planning “
Pre & Post Cruise Packages .
War History Guided Tours .
Villa Rentals

Independent Travel
Golf Vacations
Major Sports Events
Military Discounts

e Travel Insurance

AZ TRAILS TRAVEL®

5 Star Rating on Facebook & Yelp

24 Years in Business » Bonded & Insured
Facebook.com/AzTrailsTravel
www.aztrailstravel.com




Personal Affairs
by Lee Lange, Personal Affairs Officer

Military Retirees, Disabled Veterans to
See Big Pay Raise in 2022

Military retirees and veterans receiving disabil-
ity payments from the Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) will see their paychecks go up by
5.9% for 2022, triggered by inflation and an
annual adjustment to the federal Cost of Living
Allowance (COLA). That annual adjustment has
averaged around 1.5% for the last 10 years.

The adjustment rate was announced by the
Social Security Administration. The VA is
required by law to alter disability payment rates
by that amount. While military retirement is not
legally required to follow suit, the change is
traditionally the same.

Retirement Pay Increase

For 2022, retired military members will see a
$59 increase for each $1,000 of military retire-
ment pension they receive each month. Retirees
who entered military service on or after August 1,
1986 and opted for the Career Status Bonus
(CSB/Redux retirement plan) have COLA
increases reduced by 1%, so they will see a small-
er increase in 2022. They can expect see a month-
ly increase of $49 per $1,000.

Survivors receiving Survivor Benefit Plan
payments will see the same increase of $59 per
$1,000 in their monthly payments.

h
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VA Disability Increase

Disabled veterans will also get an increase. The aver-
age VA disability check will go up about $8.50 per
month for those with a 10% rating, and $185.65 for
those rated at 100%.

Other Federal Retirees and Beneficiaries

Military retirees and VA beneficiaries are not the only
ones who benefit from the COLA increase. Civil
Service retirees and Social Security recipients also will
see the 5.9% jump in their monthly checks. For Social
Security recipients, the monthly increase will mean an
extra $91 per month for the average beneficiary.

How the COLA Is Determined

Each year, military retirement pay, Survivor Benefit
Plan Annuities, VA Compensation and Pensions, and
Social Security benefits are adjusted for the rate of
inflation.

The Department of Labor determines the annual
COLA by measuring the Consumer Price Index (CPI),
which is a measurement of a broad sampling of the cost
of consumer goods and expenses. The CPI is compared
to the previous year; if there is an increase, there is a
COLA. If there is no increase, there is no COLA.

The COLA affects about one in every five Americans,
including Social Security recipients, disabled veterans,
federal retirees and retired military members. Retirees
saw a 1.3% increase in 2021. The COLA increase was
1.6% in 2020.

NOVEMBER 20, 2021
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

This purpose of this meeting is to VOTE on our 2022 Slate of Officers and

Board of Directors as follows:

OFFICERS

PRESIDENT Tom Sheets

1st VICE PRESIDENT Bob Fiegl
2nd VICE PRESIDENT Jack Farley
SECRETARY Dave Boyd

TREASURER Charlie Bitner — Need to Find
Assistant Treasurer

DIRECTORS

PAST PRESIDENT Pete Berger
DIRECTOR Ron Bright
DIRECTOR lJim Cullison
DIRECTOR Bruce Kosaveach
DIRECTOR Janet Lange
DIRECTOR Lee Lange
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November 20, 2021

Songs and Sounds of the War Years
Bill Quehrn, Docent
Airbase Arizona Flying Museum

Our November meeting will be a rare one-of-a-kind musical presentation!

Popular music of the ‘40’s gave comfort and strength to our troops fighting overseas and
to the workers who won the “manufacturing victory” at home. You'll be treated to

selected segments of ‘40’s hits that tell their dramatic stories in song. From ‘Rosie the

>°‘ ’"e

es\\ Riveter’ to President Roosevelt, this program tells an amazing story in a most entertaining

. ”‘ | = way. Get your singing voices ready.
COMMEMORATIVE | .
AIR FORCE

Bill Spent 30 years in the job he loved as a radio broadcaster. After he retired, he was

quickly rehired as the executive officer of a home builders association. Two careers were
enough and Bill and his wife Mary were drawn to visit Mesa by Bill’s parents who had a
winter home here. That was over 20 years ago and now the couple owns a winter home

of their own in the valley.

Bill is one of over 300 volunteers that make the Airbase Arizona Flying Museum at Falcon

Field one of the largest wings of the national Commemorative Air Force.

AND

We are inviting the actual “Rosie’s” and their “Rosebud” daughters to attend! They will

be sure to bring an added dimension to our meeting!

Please be sure to attend!!

| SONGS OF WORLD WARI

November 20, 2021
McCormick Ranch Golf Club
Luncheon $30 — Please RSVP by November 16" with check to Charlie Bitner 134 E. Northview Ave. Phoenix 85020 or by
email: Charles@bitner36.com
Or contact Charlie at 602-943-0028
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Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony October 15, 2021

Jim Cullison inducted into the AZ Hall of Fame Society
Walter Blackman, Beth and Jim Cullison, Wanda Wright

Dr Christeen Verchot and her escort

MOAA National Awards Ceremony
Washington, D.C.
October 15, 2021

Bruce Kosaveach receiving 5-Star LOE Lee Lange receives Steve Strobridge
Awards Legislative Leadership Award

=15 Of

Cellence O-Star Winners

* Arizona

Council of Chapters

L
ANZ0na Chapter

* Car |
Coronado ch
-LI0Nado Qvaj«)\ﬁ{‘r‘ MOAA

areen Valley Chapter, MOAA
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2021 Patriots Ball
Hilton Tapatio Cliffs
October 16, 2021

Youth for Troops Award
for their work with Veterans  Njcole Crites, Master of Ceremonies

Above is one of the Veterans of the
Irag and Afghanistan wars honored

Cullisons, Langes and Schluters Perkins and Schluters
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AZ Chapter MOAA October 23 PICNIC

Bruce Kosaveach and his Cowboy Trio Linda Porter Boyd

Right to left: Gary Fredricks, Micki, Charlie Bitner,
Marcia and Charles Christoph

Linda and Dave Boyd
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November 20 Luncheon and
Annual Membership Meeting

November 20, 2021
11:00 am Meet & Greet Social Hour
11:45am - 2pm Lunch

McCormick Ranch Golf Club
7505 E McCormick Pkwy, Scottsdale, AZ 85258

$30 Per Person
Reservation by 4 PM 11/16/2021

Business Casual

Southwest Rubbed Pork Loin & Cheddar
Mashed Potatoes with Ancho Pork Jus,
McCormick Signature Salad
Pumpkin Pie

SPEAKER: Bill Quehrn, Airbase Docent

Arizona Flying Museum

i .

USMCR TOYS FOR TOTS Campaign

Please do not forget the Marine
Reserve Toys for Tots and bring a
NEW TOY (unwrapped) and (No
Stuffed Animals) to our Annual
Luncheon Meeting on November 20.
(No toys will be collected at the
December meeting as the

campaign ends before our meeting.)
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Arizona Chapter MOAA
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY: Men and women who are or have been federally commissioned in one of the seven U.S. uniformed services (Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard), or NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) or U.S. Public Health
Services, the National Guard or other Reserve Components of those services, and Surviving Spouses of deceased individuals
who would, if living, be eligible for regular membership as defined above.

Full Name:

Spouse Name:

Street Address:

City: State: Zip:

Telephone #: E-Mail address:

Branch of Service: Rank:

Service Status: Active (includes Reserve/National Guard) Retired
Former Officer Warrant Officer
Surviving spouse of deceased MOAA member OR eligible individual

Date of Birth

Are you a Member of National MOAA: Yes No Your MOAA Number is:

If you are not currently a member of National MOAA, you may request membership at moaa.org
Or you may request the AZ Chapter Membership Chairperson, Bob Fiegl, to enroll you

for a no-cost Basic Membership for 3 Years.

Chapter Dues are $20.00 per year for a Regular Member and $10 for a Surviving Spouse.
Dues for new members joining: Jan 1-Jun 30 = $20. Jul 1 — Dec 31 = $20 (includes following year paid in full).

Amount enclosed: $ Please mail check payable to AZMOAA with completed application to:
Treasurer Charlie Bitner, 134 E. Northview Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85020

How did you learn about the Arizona Chapter? AZ MOAA Website The Sentinel Newsletter

AZMOAA Member Membership Chairman Other ( )

Applicant Signature Date



https://d.docs.live.net/a7a05606a0c19b6d/Documents/1%20MOAA/February%202021/MEMBERSHIP%20APPLICATION.docx
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Licensed Professional Licensed Independent Substance Abuse

Now and Always | |emee
We'll be There.
* PETER A. BERGER, MPC, LPC, LISAC

I l l l MOA A Associated Recovery Counselors

INSURANCE

PLANS
7101 East Indian School Rd.

1-800-247-2192 * www.moaainsurance.com Scottsdale, AZ 85251 480-429-6292
PRESIDENT ADVERTISING NEWSLETTER EDITOR

Maj Pete Berger, USAF 602-739-0586 Janet Lange, USMC Spouse 571-722-4348 Janet Lange, USMC Spouse 571-722-4348
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT ARRANGEMENTS PERSONAL AFFAIRS

Col Tom Sheets, USMC 760-213-3705 Col Charles Bitner, USAF 602-943-0028 Col Lee Lange, USMC 703-232-3609
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT CHAPLAIN PROGRAMS

CDR Jack Farley, USN 412-779-0372 Vacant CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN 602-501-9876
SECRETARY ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS SCHOLARSHIPS

Maj David Boyd, USAF 202-617-0337 Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF 602-482-3838 VACANT
TREASURER HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER SURVIVING SPOUSES

Col Charles Bitner, USAF 602-943-0028 Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF 602-482-3838 Susan Farrell, Surviving Spouse ~ 602-993-8556
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT JROTC AWARDS TRANSITION LIAISON

Col Lee Lange, USMC 703-232-3609 Lt Col John Simmons, USAF 623-326-5352 CDR Jim Draper USN 480-483-7769
QRECTORS: LE?IIT.IZZTLI:nNe usmc 703-232-3609 V\(IZE?I“:IJﬁJSr-irthRJireh Communications

LTCOL Ron Bright, USA; Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF; S€;

CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN; CAPT Bruce Kosaveach, USN; R

Janet Lange, USMC Spouse CAPT Bob Fiegl, USN 850-207-9845

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org

Arizona Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
41122 N. Majesty Way

Anthem, AZ 85086

& Ul

azmoaa.org MOAK

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED




