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Presidents Message Arizona Chapter
In June things will slow down, but that's not the case yet. April proved to be a Calendar
good month for our Chapter, we had a lot on the plate and we came back for sec-
onds. May will also be really great, but first allow me to touch on recent events. May 5
Golf Tournament
We finished our formal April program with a well attended Dinner meeting on the
Anniversary of the Battles of Lexington and Concord. It was the 19th of April, May 10
1775, that the Minutemen stood tall and fired "the shot heard around the BOD Meeting
world". And 226 years later, members of TROA joined together for a peaceful (Am. Leg. Post 44)
Dinner, basking in the light of Freedom, knowing with certainty that the men and
women of our combined armed forces follow and protect the path of freedom, as May 13
we did before them. Mother’s Day
The April agenda was abbreviated. One hundred and twenty eight members and May 19
guests attended the Dinner meeting. We decided to dispense with all routine mat- Armed Forces Day
ters and pretty much agreed that "as long as we are solvent, lets move on". The
meal was good and the speakers were better. I had the distinct pleasure of sitting at May 19
a table with two former Marines who were, respectively, our Honored Guest and Luncheon Meeting
Special Guest. Arizona State Senator, LtCol USMC (ret) Tom Smith spoke Guest Speaker
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briefly and sincerely about his love for the military, the courage, ethics and values
represented by all who were present in the room, and his appreciation for "your"
service. (He is a member of TROA already, and I guess [ better make sure he gets

a membership application for our Chapter)

Our Special Guest was Col USMC (ret) John Dwan. The Colonel was visiting us
compliments of TROA National. His presentation focused upon TriCare for Life
and the significance of Chapters when legislative issues are raised. He had recently
attended the annual "storming of the hill" and was very much in tune with the is-
sues. He literally finished on a high note when he asked all former USMC mem-
bers to stand, and then led them in a hearty rendition of the "Marine Corps Hymn".
When one recalls that the "Corps" was actually born in the backroom of a Tavern
way back in 75' (Tun Tavern, Philidelphia), this becomes understandable. I re-
frained from referring to any of them as leathernecks, sea-going bell hops, devil
dogs or jar heads. (My lovely cousin Roberta, aka USMC Master Sgt Roberta
Henry, would rip my head off if I did). At any rate, I think April was a fine month
for our Chapter.

Which brings us to May. Get your calendars out and save these dates. This is a fun
filled, patriotic time for us. We'll kick off the month with the 3rd Annual Arizona
Chapter Golf Tournament on Saturday the 5th. Our coordinator and Morale Of-
ficer is Bernie Conway. Each year we double our numbers, and I don't mean the
score cards either. The traditional trophy is not exactly pleasing to the eye, nor
would it look good on your mantle, but the other prizes are neat. Get your reserva-
tions in soon.

Our Luncheon meeting falls on Armed Forces Day, May 19th, 2001. Our guest
speaker is “Ramada Resie” who promises to be both Patriotic and generous.
More importantly, Rose is special, she is caring and loves America. She's one of
us! And, compliments of Rose, The Ramada Inn's have provided a significant item
for the Chapter raffle. Its quite valuable, so we may have concurrent raffles at our
luncheon. It’s quite valuable, so we may have concurrent raffles at our luncheon.

Rose Hardenburger

May 28
Memorial Day
8AM AZ Nat. Cem.

May 30
AZ Vets Hall of
Fame, see Pg 5
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More About the special prize elsewhere in this issue. I am
pleased that the Chapter Colors will be displayed when Rose is
there, and I think it is significant that the first showing of them
was on the Anniversary of Lexington & Concord, and that the
second showing will be on Armed Forces Day!

Marching right along, you will find that the next event will be
the Memorial Day Ceremony at the National Cemetery in Cave
Creek on Monday the 28th. It is our intention to participate in
both the Presentation of the Memorial Wreath, and the Passing in
Review of the Parade of Color Guards. Your Board of Directors
is working on this one, so bear with me when I say its a "must
see". This event is great, the music, the speakers, the profession-
alism and agenda, will all cause you to reflect proudly on your
service. And I think we still have need of one (or is it two) more
members to join our Honor Guard, so please let Ron Green or I
know if you are interested. The Honor Guard will only march a
short distance, but the significance is without equal any other
time during the year. And, incidentally, the Honor Guard mem-
bers have special parking permits.

The final event we can attend as a group is unprecedented in Ari-

zona, and also promises to be without equal anytime in the fore-
seeable future. On the 30th of May 2001 the State of Arizona
will Dedicate the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame. The 50
Charter members to be inducted include all 26 Medal of Honor
recipients with Arizona ties. Governor Jane Dee Hull will be
present to render the honors. Those selected for the honor of in-
duction are veterans who have served their country through mili-
tary service and who have continued to serve and inspire their
fellow man with deeds and accomplishments throughout their
lifetime. Members of the Arizona Chapter will be well repre-
sented. Both the late Senator Barry Goldwater, and current
member and Past President, LtCol USAF (ret) Bill Thompson
are among those to be Charter Members! Get your reservations
in early so we can reserve several tables and pay tribute to all
inductee's and especially our own Bill Thompson. Bill's tena-
cious drive and determination are well known by most of our
members, and its simply wonderful that his hard work on the be-
half of all veterans is recognized in such a memorable manner.

Also, it is wonderful, and extremely significant that from 1775 to
2001, men and women have served this great country with honor
and distinction. In honor and recognition of all who serve, this
month we have those three major events, Armed Forces Day,
Memorial Day, and the Dedication of the Arizona Veterans Hall
of Fame. Each of those occasions marks a contribution of Lead-
ership. Leadership that you, members of this Chapter, performed
in the course of your duties while in the Service of our Country.
One of your duties was to nurture and build Leaders. Today, as
members of this Chapter you continue in that role because ten
other events will quietly unfold this month. The final 10 JROTC
TROA presentations will be made by volunteers from our Chap-
ter. And in addition, the 4 finalists for our Scholarship Awards
will be selected and recognized.

Lastly, I want to thank our members who have made the events
of April and May 2001 doable. These things don't happen .......
.......... (Continued on Page 3)

May Luncheon Meeting

When: 11:30 19 May 2001
Where: McCormick Ranch Golf Club

7505 McCormick Parkway

Scottsdale, AZ.

(McCormick Parkway and Scottsdale Road)
Cost: $14.00 Per Person
Menu: Garden Salad

Steak Sandwich

French Fries

Relishes

Cherry Pie
Program: Rose “Ramada Rosie” M. Hardenburger

(More information on page 5 of the Sentinel)
Raffle: Great Surprise raffle - Don’t miss this!

Please make your reservations early to Bill Johnson, 13410 N.
12th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85022-4944. Ph. (602) 942-4549

Jim Seidl—Programs

MEMBERSHIP
It gives me great pleasure to announce that our member-
ship now stands at 126 as we have 6 new members since
the April Newsletter. TROA National also sent us the
names of 37 more that we need to contact. An effort will
be made to call each of these to get their commitment to
join before we send an application, however, with this
many—it will take time.

New Members
We heartily welcome the new members that have joined
since the April Sentinel. They are:
Yvonne T. C’ed Yvonne likes to garden and does vol-
unteer work at her church. | think many of you will have
the opportunity to meet her at our May luncheon.

Bill and Irene Donato Bill was at our last dinner and
we hope they can make it to our May Luncheon.

Robert and Lea Gewald Robert comes from a family
long associated with water, but has now found a home in
the desert. They will be out of state in May, but hopes are
to be at our June dinner.

William and Mary Jones Il | think we have more golf
players here ( hope they make the May tournament) and
they also like stained glass activities.

John Ralston, Jr. John likes reading and sports. He
has the honor of having 10 grandchildren.

William R. Roley William was a player in the first pro-
basketball tournament in ( ?).This is a test for you-Guess
the yr.



without planning and coordination, a bit of sacrifice, and a heck
of a lot of giving or understanding. Some gave to the raffle,
many spent hours visiting, printing, planning, talking and nego-
tiating, or simply put up with me. So, to the Board of Directors
and your patient spouses, - Thank you. And most importantly,
on the evening of the 19th of April, a special group of Chapter
ambassadors were assembled at each table to act as hosts and
hostess for our many guests. I know that on that evening you
welcomed the opportunity, but I also know how important the
role was and how much your contribution is appreciated. Thanks
to you, our chapter has several new members already. Thanks
Everybody!

Chuch Schluter | President

State Legislation
State legislation intended to give low income Veterans
some property tax relief is dead for this session for three
principal reasons. First, it was not possible to come up
with a reasonable estimate of the cost. Second, the State
budget is very tight, Third, there is a feeling that opening
up property tax relief by occupation or status would spread
to police, teachers, etc.

it is my opinion that any legislation to make Arizona more
attractive to Veterans is not going to pass. Legislation to
help Veterans in need is another story.

All other State Veterans Legislation is on track. Issues in-
clude funding for the new Veteran Cemetery in Sierra
Vista, establishment of a State Veteran Home in Tucson,
and continued funding for the State Veteran Home in
Phoenix including adding day care to services available.

| was pleased to represent TROA as a part of a large con-
tingent of Veteran's organizations supporting Pat Chor-
penning, Director of the Arizona Department of Veterans'
Service in his Legislative Efforts.

Arizona Veterans Hall Of Fame
The Arizona Veterans Hall Of Fame will be established at
an induction ceremony beginning at 11:00 AM on
Wednesday, May 30, 2001 at the Shrine Auditorium in
Phoenix. Governor Hull will be presenting awards to the
50 initial inductees into this position of honor. It is hoped
that Veterans from throughout the State will be able to at-
tend this ceremony. We have been informed that our own
Bill Thompson will be one of the inductees. You may re-
member that last year, the Arizona Chapter recommended
him for this honor.
The cost of the lunch and ceremony is $20.00. Reserva-
tions are required by May 15, 2001. included with this is-
sue is a registration form. It is requested that you seriously
consider attendance at this ceremony which will be a ma-
jor Veteran event.

Federal Legislation
TROA is supporting three major issues this year. The first
is to increase over age 62 Spouse Survivor Benefits to
55% of retired pay over a period of year from the present
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35%. The second is to increase enlisted pay to be com-
parable with civilian pay. The third is for concurrent re-
ceipt of retired pay and disability pay.

There are funds in the Senate budget for concurrent
pay, but there is still a lot of work to do on this issue as
well as the other two. | will be keeping you up to date on
each issue and will let you know when your help is
needed.

TRICARE For Life
If you are a retiree, spouse or surviving spouse 65 or
over, you should have received a large white envelope
with instructions and forms to participate in the TRI-
CARE Senior Pharmacy Program. With a prescription
which couldn't be filled until after April 1st, | can vouch
from personal experience that the program works. If you
did not receive the envelope, it is most likely that your ID
Card is not current, and/or your DEERS data is not cur-
rent. You can take care of both at Luke AFB. You can
also update your DEERS data by calling 1-800-538-
9552, M-F, 6AM-3:30PM.
Again, if you are a retiree, spouse or surviving spouse
65 or over, Medical Benefits scheduled to go into effect
October 1st continue to be on track. Within the next
month or so, you should receive a iarge white envelope
explaining what to do to be ready for this benefit. It is
extremely important that you are enrolled in Medicare
Part B to participate in this program. Also, your ID card
and DEERS data must be current.

TROA Overseas Type Cap
| have gone National looking for orders for the TROA
Cap by contacting all Legislative Representatives. |
have also agreed to allow TROA to put my name and
address in the next TROAGRAM to coordinate Cap pur-
chases. If you want a Cap, please send me your Cap
size. The cost will be about $33.00. The Cap is a nice
blue color with red and white piping and the TROA em-
blem.
Daniel M. Comway, Legistative Chaiuman, iizena Council of
Chapter

Great Surprise Raffle
The great surprise raffle package includes: three
days/two nights in a luxury Jacuzzi suite, plus din-
ner for two and concert tickets for two. Value $450

Why did the Frog run to the other side of the road—He
didn’t, He jumped!

What did the Frog order for Lunch? French Flies and a
Diet Croak!

Who said: “time is really great when you are catching

eSSt s SBUESS: . oo
.............. Give Up............
.......Kemit the Frog........

What did the Frog do with a sheet of paper ? He ribbit.
..... Although there are more.....this is probably plenty!
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First Combat Mission
LtCol Ron Green USAF Ret

(This story is concluded here as the April issue ran out of
space.)

We continued up the coast and leveled at around 20,000 ft.
This gave me ample time to think about things and access that I had a
parachute, water wings, g-suit and the survival kit in the airplane; but
no survival radio, survival map or gun. This caused me to ask myself
several times about what I was doing there and to question the smart-
ness about my being along on the flight. The fact that I definitely
knew they were shooting in this area made me question the sanity of
my decision to be part of this flight.

We sighted the HU-16 in an orbit just to the east of the
downed pilot and set up in an orbit around the HU-16 and pilot in the
water. The coordination was made and the HU-16 set up for landing.
During this time we saw occasional plumes in the water showing that
the North Vietnamese were shooting mortars, but the pilot was
slightly out of their range.

As the HU-16 touched down there was a big spray of water
and the HU-16 completely disappeared under water. The spray was
even settling when the HU-16 bobbed ®p again. We asked if he was
OK and were told “Yes, but I have one engine missing very badly”.
He said that it was good enough for him to taxi in and pick up the pi-
lot.

He then taxied farther out before turning south for takeoff.
He applied power and as I remember we had time for three complete
turns before the wake of the HU-16 stopped, indicating he was air-
borne. He then climbed to 4,500 ft. and continued on to Danang.

We jettisoned our bombs at sea, as we were prohibited from landing
with them, and made an uneventful landing. As we pulied into the de-
arming area I breathed a sigh of relief and said to myself: “All’s well
that ends well!”

The Arizona Chapter TROA - 2001

Officers and Committee Chairmen
President, COL Chuck Schluter, USAR 480-563-8480
1st Vice President, LtCol Ron Green, USAF 480-595-8693
2nd Vice President, MAJ Pete Magadan, USA  602-953-3744
3rd Vice President, LTCDR Paul Alix, USNR  480-419-7037

Secretary, MAJ Allen Fueling, USA 602-212-1627
Treasurer, Maj Bill Johnson, USAF 602-942-4549
Appointed Directors at Large / Committee Chairmen
Membership, LtCol Ron Green, USAF 480-595-8693
Legislative, CAPT Dan Conway, USCGR 480-368-1427
Programs, LT Jim Seidl, USCG 602-841-6026
Sentinel Editor, LtCol Frank Birtciel, USAF 480-945-2824
Web Master, Maj Ron Drew, USAF 602-493-8806

TOPS Liaison, LtCol Bernie Conway, USAF  480-994-0440
Chaplin / Personal Affairs, LC Bob Rutherford

USA 602-944-4224
Historian, LTC Bill Toy, USA 480-945-7045
Photographer, LTC Bill Toy, USA 480-945-7045
Morale, LtCol Bernie Conway, USAF 480-994-0440

50th Anniversary, LtCol Chet Baumer, USAF  623-582-8595

Scholarships, LtCol Raymorid Deane. USAF 623-939-8517

The Chaplain’s Corner

I walk in the strength of the Lord. I tell everyone
that you are just and good. You have helped me
and I am thankful. And now that I am old and
gray, do not forsake me. Give me time to tell
this new generation and their children about all
your mighty miracles.

Amen

Bab

The Retired Officers Association
Arizona Chapter
P.O. Box 7644
Cave Creek, Arizona 85327
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Veterans

Charles H. Schiuter 01
COL USA

4526 E. Maya Way

Cave Creek AZ 85331-6684
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