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March is here, and this Chapter is marching right along. We have welcomed
several new members and like always, the Board of Directors continues to set the
pace. This Chapter is a real team effort, and I have nothing but accolades for your
Officers. Read on.

This month we’ll enjoy a nice Luncheon at McCormick Ranch Country Club and
catch up on Chapter affairs. Your Officers will be present and will provide updates
as appropriate. We have several time sensitive topics and I am confident we are
well ahead of the curve. I like what the future looks like and am confident you
will too.

But first, let me reflect upon our last gathering. Our previous meeting was held
downtown, and our guest was LtCol Chuck Finch, former pilot for Air Force One.
Chuck got right down to business, and in true (and humble) pilot mantra declared

_ | that he was “darn good.” Of course every pilot in the room roared approval and

the ladies enjoyed every minute of it. Chuck is not new to the speaking circuit and
set the tone by involving the audience and described his Air Force One training.
He then went on to share anecdotes of his rare experiences as an elite member of a
special unit. Chuck, ever the gentleman, kept it clean and ever the jet jockey, kept
us entertained. We all thoroughly enjoyed every minute of the evening, and true to
his word, he was “darn good.” Later, when we were walking towards the cars, I
caught several of our ladies hoping Chuck would return for the “next installment,”
and as it has turned out, that door is open because Chuck Finch is now the newest
member of our Chapter! Welcome aboard Chuck.

The next several months will feature a pretty busy schedule of activities and
speakers. The Board of Directors (BOD) will coordinate a few things on March
8th in preparation for our Luncheon the following week. But, there is something
that must be done right now. I am referring to the heavy paper cover of the March
magazine, which actually has three post cards that TROA feels must be forwarded
ASAP. Therefore, assuming you favor this action, please sign, stamp, and mail
your tear-off Post Cards now. I suspect you’ll read and hear about this again.
Gotta admit, TROA is organized.

I am also quite pleased to share with you that the Committee charged with
formulating a packet to submit to TROA for an “Outstanding Newsletter Award”
has completed their task. We’ll know the findings of the TROA selection
committee soon enough, and regardless of the outcome I am confident that The
Sentinel is a fine piece of work. It serves its purpose well, keeps us informed,
coordinates our efforts, and allows us to share the camaraderie of each other. Hats
off to our editors, past and present who contributed so significantly to sustaining
our purpose! Thank you.

One event I am looking forward to is the annual Golf Tournament. Everybody
beware! 1 am now in possession of a finely tuned instrument designed to
annihilate the competition. This perfectly balanced, model 320]J Bazooka is a
highly polished, long range (gas operated?), and deadly accurate. It is a true gem
representative of the finest craftsmanship currently available to distinguished

TROA Luncheon
St Patrick’s Day

April 8
Palm Sunday

April 13
Good Friday

April 15
Easter
Tax Time

April 19
Dinner Meeting
Guest speaker
Col Dwan USMC
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gentlemen such as myself. Stealth black, it stands 46.5 inches
tall, has a titanium sweet spot the size of a mailbox and (in the
hands of an accomplished operator) will devastate the opponents.
So far I am experiencing slight control issues which are affecting
both azimuth and range, but I will endeavor to overcome these
deficiencies in time for our Tournament. Who said golf is fun?

1 look forward to seeing you all at the Luncheon, let’s get down
to business, and then focus on the serious stuff - like golf!

Thanks everybody, Warmest regards,
Chuch Schiluter
Puesident

SCHOLARSHIP

For those who might not be aware of the fact, the Chapter’s
Scholarship Committee has been hard at work for the past 30 to
45 days doing the things that committees always do. That is to
say - just doing things. We (you) have adopted eleven high
schools with JROTC programs which gives us an equal share
with that other Chapter located in the West Valley, and a couple
of more than that other Chapter located to the south of us. The
main point is, all of the high schools in the metropolitan Phoenix
are, with a JROTC unit now have the benefit of a TROA Local
Chapter mentor. For our own part we have contacted all of our
schools and requested the Senior Unit Advisors to select up to
two of their students to apply to compete for one of up to four
scholarships we intend to offer this year.

We have also notified each of the units that we will present the
“TROA Medal” to an outstanding cadet in his or her next-to-last
year in the program who has demonstrated exceptional potential
for military leadership. Through the presentation of the TROA
ROTC medals, we hope for the Chapter to gain exposure in the
community and, at the same time, foster a positive military
recognition among the youth of the community.

Next on the agenda is the selection of presenters for the several
awards ceremonies. The first one is in mid April, and I have
decided to do that one myself (Lead by Example), but the rest are
still open. In about half of the cases, the dates are not presently
selected either. If you would care to volunteer for a school near
you, or a service connection that you hold close to your heart,
contact me and we can work something out (I’'m in the roster).
Understand that if T don’t get enough volunteers, I will begin
making calls to individuals, and you should understand that I do
some of my best “Cold Calling” around 3 in the morning.

Next month, I would like to talk about the scholarship program
in the long run.
Raymend Deane
Schalaxship

IRISH
My family tree contains Irish, Scottish, English, and German
ancestry. I am not Irish American, nor Scottish American , nor
English Amgrican, nor German American. [ was born down in
the Indian Nation, buf I am not an Indian. I am an American.
But, it is fun to wear the green, enjoy the pipes, fish and chips, or
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October fest or a Pow Wow. Just don’t forget who you are.
Gt Editon

MEMBERSHIP

DUES RENEWAL
After a recount where Chad and Dimpled Ballots were looked
at, I have come up with 126 members (including past Military
and Auxiliary) for 2000. Of these, 32 have not renewed their
membership for 2001 - yet. I am moving the roster and labels
over to a new computer, which is not compatible with the old.
computer programs - so I have to retype all the names into the
new computer. As I have to type everything over again, I am
only putting in names that are current for 2001. Please renew so
that I can include your name on the 2001 list. Again, I will send
slips to only those that I’'m showing as needing to renew. As
dues are for the new year, 2001, please check to see if a 00 is on
the label behind your name, if so a renewal for the year 2001 is
due - Please call if I have made an error, (480) 595-8693.

The renewal slip has other information that I need for the
records, therefore please fill it out in it’s entirety and mail it
back. Please send it back to the Chapter address so that I may
upgrade the records. Give your check to Bill Johnson, if you
will be attending the March Luncheon. You may send it with
your reservation to Bill and he will give me the slips at the
Luncheon. A box will also be there where the slip can be turned

in separately.

NEW MEMBERS
We heartily welcome the new members that have joined since
the February Sentinel. They are:
Jack Cook Jack says that he owns and races horses and
grevhounds. Looks like we will need to spend a day at the
track. Jack is from West Valley.

Harry and Vaunda Farenga Harry says he likes to hunt, fish,
and garden. I just dug my gardens - I wonder if there is a
chance?

Charles and Judith Finch Chuck says that they like to travel
and they do antiques. Chuck appraises antiques, so if you have
a question on one, get in touch with him. Those of you who
were at the February Dinner will remember his talk on being the
pilot of Air Force 1.

Doris Foster Doris was married to William K. Foster, who was
a fighter pilot during WWII and flew the P-47, P-51 and F-80.
Doris does volunteer work with the Salvation Army and travels
with various groups.

Richard and Rebecca Gorley Richard and Rebecca like to
travel. They live in Scottsdale and we hope to see them at both
our luncheons and dinners.

TSRx
TRICARE will be hosting a briefing at the Luke AFB theater
and I will attend on Friday March 2nd. Providing the schedule
works out, a summary will be published elsewhere in the
Sentinel, if not - it will be in the April issue.



PERSONAL
If you know of anyone or have a spouse that enters the hospital
or passes away, please notify one of the Officers so that the
Chapter can take appropriate action (card, wreath, etc.).
Ran Gueen
Membership
1ot Vice Puesident

MARCH LUNCHEON MEETING
When: 11:30 March 17, 2001
McCormick Ranch Golf Club
7505 McCormick Parkway
Scottsdale, Arizona
(McCormick Parkway & Scottsdale Road)

Where:

Cost: $14.00 Per Person

Oriental Salad

Teriyaki Chicken Breast

Fried Rice

Steamed Oriental Vegetables

Ice Cream with Almond Cookies

Menu:

Program: Business Meeting
Please make your reservations early to Bill Johnson, 13410 12th
Place, Phoenix, Arizona 85022-4944. Ph. (602) 942-4549
Jim Seidt
Puograms

CORRECTION
TROA has corrected some scheduling problems and we will
have Col Dwan USMC as our guest speaker at our April 19, 01
meeting. His topic will be TRICARE for life.
Fhe Editor via Chuck

CHAPTER WEB PAGE

For people that have computers and are on the net, the Chapter
does have a web page. It can be accessed by going to: www.
troa.org, when the TROA web page comes up, click on councils
& chapters. You will get a list by states, click on Arizona and
when the list of Arizona chapters comes up, click on Arizona
Chapter. It contains all types of information pertaining to our
Chapter members that may be of interest. Such as particulars on
the next meeting and right now Ron was even able to put the
meetings on TSRx (TRICARE pharmacy program for all retired
Vets 65 and older) that are currently being held at Luke AFB. It
was designed and maintained by Ron Drew.

I recommend accessing it at least each week to check on news
that may have come up. I have put it in my favorite list so that
I can be there with minimum effort and that way I can check it
many times a week. Veterans moving to the area can also access
it for information on our Chapter. Kudos to Ron for a real neat

page.

If you are over 65 and did not get your Pharmacy Packet, your
address is probably not current with DEERS. Call 1-800-538-
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9952 to get things right with DEERS. If you desire a packet,
call 1-800-874-9378. Any questions call Ron Green 480-595-
8693

CHAPTER COM. TREE

The Chapter is currently planning a Chapter communications
tree that combines the net and telephone only members. If
most net members participate in this tree, (1) a notification
would be put out on the net; (2) participating net members
would then call the members assigned to them (about 3) and
this would then alert the whole Chapter (that are home) to this
issue. It would only be used for short fused issues relating to
the Chapter, State, or National, so I would estimate only 2 or
3 times a year. We will try and get this in place by April.

Ron Queen - Web (lccess by Ren Drew

SOMNOPLASTY

A new procedure is out there called Somnoplasty. This is the
use of Radio Frequency Vibrations used to treat snoring and
in some cases sleep apnea. I went through this procedure on
February 28th, so anyone interested can give me a call at
(480) 595-8693 and I can inform you what my experiences
were. They differ for each person. The entire procedure
lasted about 10 minutes and then you have two days of
smoothies and cool , soft food! I will know the results in 1 to
2 months.

Ren Gueen

RETIREE ACTIVITY OFFICE
The RAO at Luke AFB will host The Retired Officer Assoc.
On Tuesday April 24, at 0900 hrs. at Luke AFB theater.

Delta Dental Plan and the Base Pharmacy to brief on
TRICARE for life (effective Oct. 1, 01) TRICARE Long
Term Care (effective Oct. 1, 02) briefly on TRICARE
Pharmacy Plan (effective Apr. 1, 01), the Delta Dental Plan
(in force) and the Luke AFB policy on the pharmacy.

If you plan to attend call the RAO (623) 856-3923 (human or
recorder) and provide the name, phone number and the
number that will be attending. Also, bring pencil and paper
for note taking. RAO is normally open Mon. through Fri.
The

0900-1500hrs.  Shortage of volunteers sometimes.
recorder is always on.
Jewry Nowicki ROA Volunteer

JOB OPENING
Anyone with a computer and interested in being
the editor of the TROA Sentinel, please call me.
Little experience needed, work at home, good €
people to work with, pay is nonexistent so no tax
burden entailed. Will help you get started. Call:
Frank Birtciel (408) 945-2824 She Editox

UNITED ARIZONA VETRANS
All State legislation is on track. Major bills affect The
Department of Veterans Services including the Sierra Vista
Cemetery. We will be called if more help is needed.
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The date for the Rededication of the Natioual Cemetery on Cave Creek
Road has been changed to Sunday, April 1st at 1:00 PM. Tony
Principe, the new Secretary of Veterans Affairs will be the principal
speaker. There will be a BBQ lunch served after the ceremony. As
many of us as possible should plan to attend this event.

The establishment of the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame is on schedule
for 12:00 noon on May 30th. Keep this on your calendar. We should
have reservation information next month.

TRICARE FOR LIFE
Please don’t forget that you must be enrolled in Medicare Part B to be
eligible for TRICARE For Life Benefits, and the current enrollment
period ends on March 31st. If you miss that date, you will not have a
chance to enroll until after January 1, 2002. (or until you turn 65 if that
happens in the interim period.)

Just a reminder, don’t forget to send in the postcards in the TROA
Magazine to ensure proper funding for TRICARE For Life for this
next fiscal year.

Dan Conway Legislative

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
Lord make us instrument of your peace
Where there is hatred, let us sow love
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is discord, union
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
Where there is sadness, joy

The Retired Officers Association
Arizona Chapter
P.O. Box 7644
Cave Creek, Arizona 85327
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The Arizona Chapter TROA - 2001
Officers and Committee Chairmen

President, COL Chuck Schluter, USAR

1st Vice President, LtCol Ron Green, USAF
2nd Vice President, MAJ Pete Magadan, USA
3rd Vice President, LTCDR Paul Alix, USNR
Secretary, MAJ Allen Fueling, USA
Treasurer, Maj Bill Johnson, USAF

480-563-8480
480-595-8693
602-953-3744
480-419-7037
602-212-1627
602-942-4549

Appointed Directors at Large / Committee Chairmen

Membership, LtCol Ron Green, USAF

Legislative, CAPT Dan Conway, USCGR

Programs, LT Jim Seidl, USCG

Sentinel Editor, LtCol Frank Birtciel, USAF

Web Master, Maj Ron Drew, USAF

TOPS Liaison, LtCol Bernie Conway, USAF

Chaplin / Personal Affairs, LC Bob Rutherford
USA

Historian, LTC Bill Toy, USA

Photographer, LTC Bill Toy, USA

Morale, LtCol Bernie Conway, USAF

50th Anniversary, LtCol Chet Baumer, USAF

Scholarships, LtCol Raymond Deane. USAF

480-595-8693
480-368-1427
602-841-6026
480-945-2824
602-493-8806
480-994-0440

602-944-4224
480-945-7045
480-945-7045
480-994-0440
623-582-8595
623-939-8517

Grant that we may not seek to be consoled as to console

To be loved, as to love
For it is in giving that we receive
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned

that it is in dying that we are born to eternal life

Amen
Bob. Rutherford

Show your colors by

Proudly displaying the

Arizona Veterans Plate

On your vehicle. Show

= How veterans help
i . : Veterans




