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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

January has been exciting. On the same day that we witnessed the swearing in of
our new Commander in Chief, President George W. Bush, we also enjoyed a
Chapter Luncheon that literally had the room overflowing with guests! Our
Treasurer told me that our attendance exceeded the very popular Christmas Party
attendance from the previous month. I reckon it’s true, I was one of the folks
sitting at a table “outside” of the luncheon room. We can be very thankful that our
very own member, BG Maralin Coffinger, offered to present her research and
findings regarding a very sensitive issue - Long Term Health Care. You will find
the mailing addresses she referred to elsewhere in this issue of the Sentinel. And
as we closed that meeting, our Chaplain, Bob Rutherford asked that our prayers
include guidance from above for our new President. Let’s toss in a few of our own
too, OK?

On the slightly down side, the closing days of January allowed my fifteen and one
half year old daughter, Liz, to qualify for her driving permit - everybody please
steer clear of the beige Buick!

Seriously, we have a sign at work which was meant to be a promotional item for
clients who needed help from the support desk. The sign, designed to be Twilight
Zone-ish reads “..You are not alone..”. Believe me, as your President, I never feel
alone. Your Board of Directors are one hard working group of dedicated Officers
who are striving to ensure you stay informed, have activities and can be proud of
the functions we support. Hard Working Patriots!

As I mentioned during our most recent luncheon, Raymond Deane and his wife,
Lee, have proposed an ambitious Scholarship and JROTC program. Much thanks
go to Bill Adams, Bill Toy, and Irene Doto for sustaining the effort and ensuring
we had a smooth hand -off Likewise, Bill Toy is also our Historian and he put
together three albums documenting the past year. That sums up where we have
been and the direction we are going. We will make you proud.

You should all be made aware also that our neighboring West Valley Chapter,
after much thought and consideration has decided to close the doors and fold their
flag. This means we have an obligation to reach out to those veterans and families
who seek Chapter membership. I have complete faith in our Board of Directors,
and know we will do the right thing for all concerned, ourselves included. I am
confident that the AZ Council of Chapters will make one more last ditch attempt to
resuscitate West Valley, and our Board will lend a helping hand as necessary.

Upcoming events promise to be informative and fun. This month our guest
speaker is a former pilot of Air Force One. Petc Magadan has seen his
presentation and thinks we’ll really like this! Think about this. Air Force Pilots
tell stories (tall tales) and this rascal gets to tell the tallest of them all! If he can
top the ones I’ve heard from Bernie, Ron, Frank, and a few others, I'll really enjoy
this.

Speaking of Bernie, makes me think of TOPS and Golf. TOPS is going good, and
recently our Chapter was tasked to help an arriving Officer who will reside outside
our parameters. Seems Bernie Conway is the only TOPS rep in the Valley.
Secondly, we have been in contact with USAA and have handed off a total of 15
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resumes to date. Watch for a USAA guest later this year. TOPS
is really critical to the future of a Chapter, we need to assist new
members and help them get settled. We need to help them have
fun also, and the 2001 Golf Tournament promises to be just that.
Hmmm, maybe USAA should be a sponsor...

Lastly, our roster continues to grow, and we somechow manage to
remain solvent. Great job everybody!

Warmest regards and see you for dinner at the Executive Park
Hotel on the 15th.

Chuck Schilutex,

Puesident AZ TROA #1

Arizona State Government
Department of Insurance
2910 N. 44th St. Suite 210
(602) 912-8444

MEMBERSHIP
DUES RENEWAL

As of January 29, 2001, the Chapter still had 38 members that
have not renewed. Again in an attempt to alleviate any
confusion that I would maybe create, I have updated the year on
your label and will only send renewal slips to the 38. Check
your label and if I have made an error, please call me at (430)
595-8693. One person called last month and although I had
changed the label to 01 it printed out as 00, T will check the
labels against my records, but again - Please call if there is an
error. As dues are for the new year 2001, please check to see if a
00 is on the label behind your name, if so a renewal for the year
2001 is due. The renewal slip has other information that I need
for the records, therefore, please fill it out in its entirety and mail
it back. Please send it back to the Chapter address so that I may
upgrade the records and give your check to Bill Johnson. If you
will be attending the February dinner, you may send it with your
reservation to Bill and he will give me the slips at the dinner. A
box will also be there where it can be turned in separately. A big
thanks to all that returned the information on their renewal slips.
If you receive a slip, please return it even if your label says 01 or
beyond so that I may update the records.

NEW MEMBERS
1 am happy to announce that 6 new members have joined the
Chapter for 2001 and we heartily welcome them. The latest
joiners follow:
Tom and Donna Houser, Tom says that they like to boat, so I
imagine they have a few journeys to Lake Pleasant or Bartlett.
Tom also likes to work on cars in his spare time.

Stan and Susan Johnson, Stan says they like to travel and read.
He says the golf game needs a lot of work, which we will let him
work on at our tournament in May. Bill Johnson is not alone in
the Js of the roster anymore.

Michael and Kathe Umbhofer, likes to write and to go along
with this, is the author of “No Bell for Dak To”. He is also a
history buff and is a retired teacher. He is a Vet of three wars
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(WWII, Korea, and Vietnam).

YOUNG AMERICA PROGRAM
More people have contributed to the Scholarship program. We
want to add: Felicia Ludwig and Bill McCollum, and the
anonymous givers to our list of special thanks.

PERSONAL AFFAIRS
If you know of anyone or have a spouse that enters the hospital
or passes away, please notify one of the officers so that the
Chapter can take appropriate action (card, wreath, etc.).
Ron Gueen [ 15t VP

FEBRUARY DINNER MEETING

WHEN: February 15, 2001
HOUR: 1830 hours 6:30 PM
WHERE: Best Western Executive Park Hotel
1100 N. Central Avenue, Phocnix, AZ.
COST: $17.00 Per Person
MENU: Caesars Salad
Honey Glazed Carrots
Spinach Au Gratin Potatoes
Roast Sirloin of Beef
Rolls
Dessert Apple Pie 2’la Mode
PROGRAM LTCOL Chuck Finch, USAF Ret. Former

Air Force 1 Pilot.

Please make your reservations early. Make your check out to
AZ Chapter and send to:
BILL JOHNSON

13410 12TH PLACE,
PHOENIX, AZ 850224944
Jim Seidt

PH (602) 942-4549

ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT

The Chapter’s annual golf tournament is to be scheduled for the
first or second Saturday in May depending on the price reduction
date. So far, we have gotten a sponsor for about $300.00 of
prizes. We are continuing to work on more. Prizes are planned
for specific accomplishments, e.g. 1. Overall low score, 2.
Closest to the pin (on one or more holes), 3. Shortest putt
missed. 4. Longest drive, 5. Shortest drive, etc. Bulletins will
be issued when developments arise. The final arrangements and
a slip for registration will be in the April Sentinel.

FINANCIAL CORNER
New IRA Distribution Rules May Affect YOU and YOUR
Beneficiaries!

As of January, the IRS has done a complete about-face on the
methods for calculating the Required Minimum Distributions
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2MDs) from Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs). The
previous rules that tripped up many retirees and their heirs are
simply gone. To summarize the positive results of the new regs:
Annual Required Minimum Distributions, which are mandated
after age 70 1/2 are reduced in most cases. This means more
funds can remain tax-deferred in your IRA and less needs to be
reported as taxable income. This may have a positive effect on
the taxability of Social Security Benefits you are receiving and
on other tax issues.

Beneficiary designations with regard to RMD calculation
elections and the RMD calculation elections themselves can be
changed, they are no longer irrevocable.

Anyone inheriting an IRA can receive payments over his or her
own life expectancy (this includes children and even
grandchildren).

These new rules should simplify mandatory IRA distributions.
Anyone wanting more detail on these rules can contact me during
the day at (602) 954-5748.

Bill Johnson CFF

E-MAIL ADDRESSES

Ruth Utterback LRU77@aol.com
Domenic Varricchio DOMMARGOT@) cs.com
Carolyn Yost carolyny@swlink.net

Jeff Young jcyoung@westamaz..com
Ren Green | 1VP

VETERANS AFFAIRS

ARIZONA VETERANS HALL OF FAME
The Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame is rapidly taking form. The
first members are scheduled to be inducted during a luncheon
ceremony at the Shrine Auditorium on Wednesday, May 30th.
At that time, 26 Medal of Honor recipients plus 16 additional
Veterans who have been supportive of Arizona Veterans will be
inducted. Governor Hull will be the keynote speaker and will
present medallions to the inductees who are present. Also, each
inductee will receive a laminated plaque which has been signed
by the Governor.

We have nominated our Past President Bill Thompson for this
honor. We do not know if he will be one of the original
inductees. I expect to have later information before the date of
the ceremony.

This promises to be the largest Veterans affair of the year. The
cost of the lunch has been established as $20.00. Be sure to set
aside this day on your calendar and plan to attend.

UNIFIED ARIZONA VETERANS
Pat Chorpenning continues to be optimistic about the current
State Budget Process. He has asked for support at the first
Budget Hearing scheduled for 8:30 AM on Friday, February 9th
at the State Capitol. He wants as many Veterans as possible with
hats, etc. to attend. The big issue is that he has convinced the
Budget Office that expenses of over $5000,000 annually which
had been absorbed by the Veterans Home should be paid out of
general funds. This will give him a chance to build up a reserve
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fund as well as to improve services at the home.

TEAR OUT LETTER

The February Issue of The Retired Officer Magazine contains
tear out letters urging President Bush and the Secretary of
Defense to put full funding for Tricare for life (TFL)
implementation in the fiscal 2002 President’s Budget. First year
funding is critical, since the Military Medicare-Eligible Health
Care Fund making TFL a long term entitlement won’t kick in
until October 1, 2002 a full year after TFL is to be implemented.

You are urged to tear out, sign , stamp, and mail these letters.

Dan Conway

TRIVIA
Lincoln / Kennedy
Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress in 1846.
John F. Kennedy was elected to Congress in 1946.

Abraham Lincoln was elected President in 1360.
John F. Kennedy was elected President in 1960.

The names Lincoln and Kennedy both contain seven letters.
Both were particularly concerned with civil rights.
Both wives lost children while living in the White House.

Both Presidents were shot on a Friday.
Both Presidents were shot in the head.

Lincoln’s secretary was named Kennedy.
Kennedy’s secretary was named Lincoln.

Both were assassinated by Southerners.
Both were succeeded by Southerners named Johnson.

Andrew Johnson, who succeeded Lincoln, was born in 1808.
Lyndon Johnson, who succeeded Kennedy, was born in 1908.

John Wilkes Booth, who assassinated Lincoln, was born in 1839.
Lee Harvey Oswald, who assassinated Kennedy, was born in
1939.

Both assassins were known by their three names.
Both names are composed of fifteen letters.

Lincoln was shot at the theater named Ford.
Kennedy was shot in a car called Lincoln.

Booth ran from the theater and was caught in a warchouse.
Oswald ran from a warehouse and was caught in a theater.

Booth and Oswald were assassinated before their trials.
And, here is the kicker:

A week before Lincoln was shot, he was in Monroe, Maryland.
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A week before Kennedy was shot, He was with Marilyn Monroe.

Truth can be stranger than fiction!
Via E-Mail

REMEMBER

When Hippie meant big in the hips, and a trip involved travel in
cars, planes and ships?

When pot was a vessel for cooking things in, and hooked was what
grandmother’s rug may have been?

When fix was a verb that meant mend or repair, and be-in meant
merely existing somewhere?

When neat meant well-organized, tidy, and clean, and grass was a
ground cover, normally green?

When groovy meant furrowed with channels and hollows, and
birds wee winged creatures, like robins and swallows?

When fuzz was a substance, real fluffy, like lint, and bread came
fro bakeries - and not from the mint?

When roll meant a bun, and reck was a stone, and hang up was
something you did with the phone?

It’s groovy , Man groovy, but English it’s not, methinks that our

language is going to pot.
Uuthor Unknown

The Arizona Chapter TROA - 2000
Officers and Committee Chairmen

President, COL, Chuck Schluter USAR 480-563-8480
1st Vice President, LtCol Ron Green, USAF 480-595-8693
2nd Vice President, MAJ Pete Magadan, USA 602-953-3744
3rd Vice President, LTCDR Paul Alix, USNR 48041 9-7037

602-212-1627

602-942-4549
/ Committee Chairmen
480-595-8693
480-368-1427

Secretary, MAJ Allen Fueling USA
Treasurer, Maj Bill Johnson, USAF
Appointed Directors at Large
Membership, LtCol Ron Green, USAF
Legislative, CAPT Dan Conway, USCGR

Programs, LT Jim Seidl, USCG 602-841-6026
Sentinel Editor, LtCol Frank Birtciel, USAF 480-945-2824
Web Master, Maj Ron Drew, USAF 602-493-8806
TOPS Liaison LtCol Bernie Conway USAF 480-994-0440

Chaplain / Personal Affairs, LC Bob Rutherford

USA 602-944-4224

Historian, LTC Bill Toy, USA 480-945-7045
Photographer, LTC Bill Toy, USA 480-945-7045
Morale, LtCol Bernie Conway, USAF 480-994-0440

623-582-8595
623-939-8517

50th Anniversary LtCol Chet Baumer USAF
Scholarships, LtCol Raymond Deane USAF

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
The Lord is good to those who love Him. Love
one another from the heart; and if a person sins
against you, cast forth the _poison ‘of hate and
speak peaceably to him, and retain no guile in
your sole.

SR L
IUIgive him.

And if he confesses and repents,

Amen

The Retired Officers Association
Arizona Chapter
P. O. Box 7644
Cave Creek, Arizona 85327
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