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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
2001 is finally here, and boy-oh-boy didn’t we end 2000 with a Bang! The
Christmas Party and Silent auction were a smashing success! The vast array of
donations from our members and community sponsors was only equaled by the
generosity of our “bidders”. As we move into the first months of our very active
2001 agenda, I am confident that our collective enthusiasm and momentum will
continue.

Your Board of Directors held a planning session last week which was chaired by
Ron Green, 1st VP. During that meeting it was reported that the 50th Anniversary
Fund has been opened. Also, a Special Committee has been appointed to submit
our entry for a TROA National Newsletter Recognition Award.

Ron reported our membership status indicates growth, but we have to wait for the
renewals - after all, this is January. All present participated in a discussion
regarding the best course of action to allow our Chapter to continue to participate
in the Scholarship and local JROTC programs. Rest assured - these are priority

§| missions which will be completed successfully. Additionally, kudos were passed

around regarding the results of the Christmas Party and the success of our Website.
Dan and Joyce Conway really did a splendid job preparing for the Party and I know
we all appreciate it. Likewise, Ron Drew is our webmaster, and if you haven’t

Y already done so, please go to www.troa.org and drill down to the Chapters. You’ll
J| like what you see. We have our points of contact published, some Chapter history,

our agenda, membership information and our legislative priorities. Great job Ron!

Our next meeting (luncheon) will be held at the Pronto Restaurant, 11:30 hrs. on 20
January. We will have a special guest speaker, BG Maralin Coffinger. BG
Coffinger is a member of our own Arizona Chapter and her presentation topic is
Long Term Health Care. She originally prepared her presentation for members of
the Air Force Association and has conducted additional briefings since then. BG
Coffinger has researched this topic extensively and I highly recommend that our
members bring friends to this meeting if an interest or need exists. Please get your
reservations in early as Jim Siedl has miraculously managed to open the restaurant
exclusively for us!

So, it seems we are kicking off the New Year in a proper, active military fashion.
We have goals, an agenda, and participating members. So far so good. I look
forward to seeing you at the luncheon.

Sincerely,

Chuck Schibuter

President, Arizona Chapter, TROA

MEMBERSHIP

DUES RENEWAL
The Chapter had 120 total members (Military & Aux) for 2000. Of these. 52 have
renewed for 2001 and 18 are current through 01 or beyond, like the American
Legion and VFW, we’ll try for 100%. This leaves 51 to renew yet In an attempt
to alleviate any confusion that I would maybe create, I have updated the year on
your label and will only send renewal slips to the 51. Check your label and if I
have made an error, please call me at (480) 595-8693.
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The renewal slip has other information that I need for the
records, therefore please fill it out in its entirety and mail it back.
Please send it back to the Chapter address so that I may upgrade
the records and give your check to Bill Johnson. If you will be
attending the January luncheon, you may send it with your
reservation to Bill and he will give me the slips at the luncheon.
A box will also be there where it can be turned in separately. If
you receive a slip, please return it even if your label says 01 or
beyond so that I may update the records. Also, being included
this year is a separate slip for contributions for the Young
America program. It should be noted that these funds are put in
a separate account and are used only for expenditures on the
youth.

NEW MEMBERS
We heartily welcome the new members that are for 2001. They
are:
ROGER & MARCIA BOSTON, Roger says they like to travel,
and like myself and spouse, I'm sure much of the travel is to
visit Grandchildren.

LARRY & CINDY DARDZINSKI, Larry is a (Brrrr) native
New Yorker, I'm sure they are both glad they are here, but they
like to ski. Larry says golf is also on his hobby list so, I'm sure
we have more for our Golf Tournament in May.

FRANCES E. RILEY, Frances likes to read and sew. She said
she would like to attend our satellite meetings when the schedule
is free enough for us to again meet (maybe Feb. ?).

YOUNG AMERICA PROGRAM

Many people have conlribuied io ihe Young America Fund. A
special thanks goes out to those named below, the anonymous
contributors and all those that bid/purchased items at the Silent
Auction: Paul Alix, June Bryan, Jane Daniels, Raymond Deane,
Robert Esterbrooks, Faye Fahy, Michael Gannon. Douglas Gray,
Foster Huff, Benson Huddleston, Marie Loos. Bud Newhall, Bob
Rutherford, Amy Jo Smith, Violet Tallent, Bill Toy, Jeanne Vall,
Domenic Varricchio, Edward Waldmann, and George Woodard.
A special thanks to all and their spouses, where applicable.

RETURNED INFORMATION
A thanks to all that returned the information on the renewal slip.
I have attempted to upgrade all records. There were several that
included new addresses and referred to hospitalization, etc., that
occurred this past year. To all that it applics. we wish a speedy
recovery. You are all in our thoughts and prayers. This pointed
out the need for the statement below to be in each newsletter.

If you know of anyone or have a spouse that enters the hospital
or passes away, please notify one of the officers so that the
Chapter can take appropriate action (card. wreath. etc.)

Ron Gueen 1ot| VP

JANUARY LUNCHEON MEETING

WHEN,; 11:30  January 20, 2001

WHERE: Pronto Restaurant

3950 E. Campbell, Phoenix, AZ

—
A\

COST: $15.0v rer Person

MENU: Salada

Pollo Rollatini
Fettuccine Marinara
Zuppa Inglese

Pane E Surro

Caffe’ E Te

PROGRAM: Brigadier General Marilyn Coffinger will

speak on Long Term Care Insurance.

Please make your reservations early. Make your check payable
to the AZ Chapter TROA and send to Bill Johnson, 13410 12t!
Place, Phoenix, AZ. 85022-4944 Phone (602) 942-4549.

Parking in the front of Pronto Restaurant is limited, but ample
parking is available in the rear.
Jin Seidl

TRICARE FOR LIFE

The fiscal year 2001 National Defense Authorization Act
contains the most important piece of health care legislation for
retired service members and their surviving Spouses, €Ver.
According to the December 2000 issue of the Retired Officer
Magazine, the law contains a variety of improvements to health
care and makes official the nation’s decades-old promise of
lifetime health care for military members who accept the unique
demands and sacrifices inherent in a career in uniform. Passage
of this legislation was the culmination of a multiyear battle on
Capitol Hill spearheaded by TROA and the 30 other
organizations in the Military Coalition working together to
obtain this long-delayed health care coverage. While some of
the details are still being worked out, this much is known:

On April 1, 2001, the Department of Defense (DOD) retail and
mail-order pharmacy programs will cover retired service
members, their family members, and survivors. In addition,
continued use of military pharmacies on a space available basis
is authorized. Beneficiaries will be able to fill prescriptions by
mail at a rate of $9 per 90-day order (this figure is not final).

Beneficiaries also will be able to fill prescriptions at a
TRICARE network pharmacy, but will pay a 20 percent co-
payment. (If a non-network pharmacy is used, there will be a
25% co-payment and a $150 deductible.) Please note,
individuals who reach 65 before April 1, 2001, are not required
to be enrolled in Medicare Part B to take advantage of this
pharmacy benefit. However, those who attain age 65 on or after
April 1, 2001 must be enrolled in Medicare Part B to be eligible
for the retail and mail-order pharmacy benefit.

On October 1, 2001, all Medicare eligible military beneficiaries
(who are enrolled in Medicare Part B) will remain eligible for
TRICARE for the rest of their lives and can continue to use the
military treatment facilities on a space available basis.
TRICARE will become the secondary payer to Medicare
whether or not the Medicare provider is a TRICARE participant.
Medicare will pay its part and TRICARE, either automatically



or through the filing of a claim, wi \ay the part Medicare
doesn’t cover, up to 115% of Medicare’s allowable amount, the
legal limit. This initiative is now officially called TRICARE For
Life.

There are some important considerations Medicare eligible
retirees, family members and survivors should be aware of as
well as actions they must take.

DEERS information.

Everyone must be enrolled in DEERS, (Defense Eligibility
Enrollment Reporting System). If someone eligible for benefits
is not enrolled, or his or her DEERS registration has not been
updated lately, this should be done prior to April 1, 2001. There
are several military personnel offices on the Phoenix area where
DEERS registration can be accomplished with Luke probably the
most convenient, or contact the Council & Chapter Affairs
Department at TROA, (800) 245-8762, ext 118 to register in
DEERS. A current military identification card is needed for the
sponsor or family member. The sponsor’s identification card
and a copy of the marriage certificate will suffice if the spouse
does not have a current identification card. A surviving spouse
should bring a copy of the sponsor’s DD Form 214, the death
certificate, the marriage certificate, and a current photo ID if he
or she does not possess a military identification card.

Medicare Part B.

The retired service member and any Medicare eligible
beneficiaries must be enrolled in Medicare Part B to use
TRICARE as a second payer. If someone is not enrolled in Part
B, they will not be eligible to participate in TRICARE For Life.
However, there is still time to enroll. Beneficiaries 65 or older
who are not currently covered by Part B can sign up for it during
the General Enrollment Period (GEP), which runs from January
1, through March 31, of each year. If someone enrolls during the
2001 GEP, Part B coverage will start on July 1, 2001, and he or
she will get TRICARE For Life beginning on October 1, 2001.
Conversely, failure to enroll could make beneficiaries ineligible
for TRICARE For Life until they enroll in Part B. For more
information about Part B, call a local Social Security Office or
call the Social Security Administration at (800) 772-1213. At
the moment, the question of what will be done about those who
did not sign up for Part B when originally eligible and will now
have to pay a penalty to enroll is unsettled.

Finally, do not cancel any supplemental insurance until
TRICARE For Life begins and enrollment is confirmed.

Because the ink is still wet on this legislation, many details are
yet to be decided. The best advice is to pay close attention as
things unfold. TROA and the Arizona Chapter will continue to
provide free information about TRICARE For Life for all
military retirees and surviving spouses regardless of rank. For
more information about TRICARE For Life or to locate a TROA
Chapter near you, visit the TROA Web Base at www.troa.org.
Once all implementation details are known, free briefings for all
eligible recipients will be provided by the Arizona Chapter.

UNIFIED ARIZONA VETERANS
Pat Chorpenning reported on his progress with the 2001-2003
State Budget, and planned legislation affecting Veterans.
Concerning the Budget, he now has agreement with the Budget

——
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Office that certain wusts which have been covered by the
Veteran’s Home should be covered by the State from the General
Fund  The Amount involved is approximately $500,000
annually. He is pleased with this development, but may stiil
need help to get it through the Legislature. Also, he has received
approval to provide day care for veterans at the Home to give
their regular caregivers a day off, and to bring some variety to
the lives of the veterans. He might need some assistance at the
Appropriations Committee meeting on February 9th. We will
keep you informed if we need any assistance.

Concerning legislation, his long term goals are for a Veterans
Cemetery in Northern Arizona, and another Veterans Home in
Tucson. These are long term goals, but the planning has to begin
now. Other legislation introduced is to provide for some
property tax relief for all Veterans who have lived in Arizona for
over 12 months. The legislation is intended to correct a previous
legislation which required a 7 year wait which some years ago
was declared unconstitutional because of the long waiting period.

The Sierra Vista Cemetery is on schedule with first interment
still scheduled for April 2002.

It was reported that Bob Stump has been named Chairman of the
Armed Services Committee.

We are very fortunate to have people like Pat Cheapening and
Bob Stump working for us.

Daniel M. Conway

TREASURER’S REPORT
My thanks to all those involved with the silent auction. We
raised over $1300, and that is more than anyone expected. And
also thanks for your generosity in donations to the Scholarship
Fund. There is over $600 to the fund this month. The numbers

for December 2000 are:
Outflows
Sentinel COstS............eeeeenn..... $ 189.48
Meals for December Meeting... ..... 855.00
Inflows
Member payments for December Meeting.......... $ 912.00
Member donations to Scholarship Fund............. 617.00
DUES PAYIMEIES T T S00n e i s s vaisnsmbsil 855.00
Member gift to general fund.......................... 15.00
Silent Auction proceeds.............cceevvueveeen... 1305.00
Closing balances for year 2000:
Checking Account................... $2323.83
Scholarship Fund..................... 3781.63
Chapter Anniversary Account...... 200.00

EARLY FLYING

FIRST KNOWN AIRPLANE FLIGHT MANUAL
(Instructions issued with the 1911 Glenn Curtis “Pusher”)
The aeronaut should seat himself in the apparatus, and secure
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himself firmly to the chair by means of the strap provided. On the
attendant crying
switch which supplies electrical currc ! to the motor, thus enabling
the attendant to set same in motion.

1.

“CONTACT”!, the aeronaut should close the

Opening the control valve of the motor, the acronaut should at
the same time grasp the vertical stick or control pole which is
to be found directly before the chair. The power of the motor
will cause the device to roll gently forward and the aeronaut
should govern the \direction of motion by use of the rudder
bars.

When the mechanism is facing into the wind, the aeronaut
should open the control valve of the motor to its fullest extent,
at the same time pulling the control pole toward his (the
aeronaut’s) middle anatomy.

When sufficient speed has been attained the device will leave
the ground and assume the position of acronauticl ascent.
Should the aeronaut decide to return to the terra firma, he
should close the control valve of the motor. This will cause the
apparatus to assume what is know as the “gliding position”,

The Arizona Chapter TROA - 2000
Officers and Committee Chairmen

President, COL, Chuck Schluter USAR 480-563-8480
1st Vice President, LtCol Ron Green, USAF 480-595-8693
2nd Vice President, MAJ Pete Magadan, USA ~ 602-953-3744
3rd Vice President, LTCDR Paul Alix, USNR ~ 480-419-7037

Secretary, MAJ Allen Fueling USA 602-212-1627
Treasurer, Maj Bill Johnson, USAF 602-942-4549
Appointed Directors at Large / Committee Chairmen
Membership, LtCol Ron Green, USAF 480-595-8693
Legislative, CAPT Dan Conway, USCGR 480-368-1427
Programs, LT Jim Seidl, USCG 602-841-6026
Sentinel Editor, LtCol Frank Birtciel, USAF 480-945-2824
Web Master, Maj Ron Drew, USAF 602-493-8806
TOPS Liaison LtCol Bernie Conway USAF 480-994-0440
Chaplain / Personal Affairs, LC Bob Rutherford

USA 602-944-4224
Historian, LTC Bill Toy, USA 480-945-7045
Photographer, LTC Bill Toy, USA 480-945-7045
Morale, LtCol Bernie Conway, USAF 480-994-0440
50th Anniversary LtCol Chet Baumer USAF ~ 623-582-8595

except in the case of those flying machines which are

inherently unstable. These latter will assume the position
known as “involuntary spin” and will return to earth without
further action on the part of the acronaut.

On approaching closely to the chosen field or terrain, the
aeronaut should move the control pole gently toward himself,
thus causing the mechanism to alight more or less gently on the
terra firma. RVH

Jim Seidt

To go along with Jim’s firsts flight manual, I thought I would add
the specifications for the first military airplane.

1

2
3.
4.

The machine must carry 350 Ibs.

Be able to remain in the air for one hour.

Be able to carry 2 people.

Must be built to be taken apart and packed for transport in an
army wagon....and then reassembled for flying in one hour.

The 1900 Wright Biplane was the first. It was powered by a
30 horsepower 4 cylinder engine and had a ceiling of 3000
feet, a speed of 44 miles per hour, a range of 75 miles, could
carry a pilot and one passenger for a total weight of 350 Ibs.
It’s wing span was 36 feet and length 28 feet. Thrust was
obtained by two opposite turning 8 1/2 foot propellers. It also
met the transport time requirement.

Ghe Editon

THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
Believe in me, I am the Lord. My light will shine out for you.
Walk in it while you can. Go where you want to go before it
fades. Make use of the light while there is still time. Then
you will become light bearers.

Amen
Bob Rutherford

The Retired Officers Association
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Show your colors by
Proudly displaying the
Arizona Veterans Plate
On your vehicle. Show
How veterans help
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