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President’s

Perspective
by Ron Perkins

We also held our
annual election of
officers. The following
slate of officers will be
installed during our
January meeting:
President, Ron Perkins;
1% VP, Richard Maxon;

Season Greetings
and Happy Holidays .

| hope you enjoyed
Thanksgiving with family,
friends and good food.
It's hard to believe that
the holiday season is

53 YEARS OF SERVICE TO COUNTRY

Roscher; Directors, Ron

Green, Dan Conway,
Kathy Upchurch, Rob
Welch and Ron

Worthington.

Now that December is
upon us, | expect the
next few weeks will be
very hectic for everyone.
Therefore, as you plan
your holiday schedule,
please include our
December luncheon on
the 19th. This will be our
Chapter’s annual
Christmas party.

Continued on Page 2

upon us. 2% VP, John Ady;

For those of you who |Secretary, Beth
missed our November| |Cullison; Treasurer, Bill
luncheon, the chapter

awarded the Meritorious
Service Award (MSA) to
eleven people who have
worked hard and
provided outstanding
service to the chapter
this year.

| owe many thanks to
Terry Tassin and his
Nomination = Committee
for a job well done in
selecting deserving
members. The
Meritorious Service
Awards were presented
to John Ady, Dan
Conway, Jim Cullison,
Patricia Dale, Patrick
Dale, Gary Fredricks,
Marie Fredricks, Tom
Houser, Bill Roscher,
Chuck Schluter, and Ron
Worthington.

Lt. Gen.

Richard Neal,
Chairman of the Board, presents the 5-Star Level of
Excellence banner to AZ Chapter President Ron
Perkins at the MOAA Annual Meeting in  San Diego.
It's the Chapter’s fifth consecutive 5-Star Award
for activities in support of MOAA'’s mission.

5 Stars, 5 Times

USMC (Ret), MOAA

EDITOR: JIM CULLISON

ArizonaChapter
Calendar

December 3
. BOD, AZ Veterans
Home, 1100 Hours

December 19

. Genera Mesting/
Holiday Luncheon,
Dickens Carolers,
Chinese Auction;
McCormick Ranch
Golf Club, Socia Hour
1100, Lunch 1200
Hours

January 7
. BOD Mesting, 1100
Hours

January 16

. Genera Meeting/
Luncheon;
Immigration Issues,
1200 Hours

February 4
. BOD Mesting

February 20
. Genera Meeting
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President’s Perspective...
continued from page 1

Welcome to New Chapter Members

The program will feature the Dickens
Carolers, and | am sure they will get you into
the holiday spirit. In addition to the fine music
and good food, we will have a fun-filled
Chinese Auction. You won’t want to miss out
on this. Members of the Board will provide
numerous gifts for your amusement and
enjoyment. Note: all the money from the
auction will go into the JROTC Scholarship
Fund.

| want to thank those of you who have
already renewed your chapter membership for
2009. As a reminder, the Chapter dues will be
the same for 2010 as they were for 2009 ($20
regular and $10 Auxiliary). Renewals are due
on January 1 and are vital in maintaining a
viable Chapter and in supporting the
newsletter. You will find a renewal form in this
Sentinel.

Finally, | want to express a personal thanks
to all of the Board of Directors, Committee
Chairs, Committee members and all who have
contributed to the chapter’'s success this year.
Betty and | wish you all the best for this holiday
season and the year to come.

Zow Penboiuns

Coming in January

Insights on Immigration Issues

Chuck Schluter has lined up another timely
speaker in Neville Cramer, a 26-year veteran
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service
(INS), who will discuss current immigration
issues.

At the time of his retirement in 2002, Mr.
Cramer was one of the most experienced INS
agents in the Department of Justice.

After serving four years as a police officer in
Arizona and Florida, he began his career as a
Border Patrol agent along the Mexican border,
later serving as a special agent and
supervisory special agent in the Chicago and
Washington, D.C., district offices.

Col. Rance Ferrell, USA (Ret.)
And Wife Susan
Phoenix, Arizona

Capt. Stephen Landry USAR (Ret.)
And Wife Sally
Phoenix, Arizona

Please meet and welcome our new
members.

You Can Be Santa’s Helper

Again this year we will be collecting new,
unwrapped toys from members for delivery to
the USMC Reserve Center for their Toys For
Tots program at Christmas.

All members are encouraged to bring at least
one toy for donation to this worthy program.
Usually, the 9-12 year-old age group is the
most difficult to accommodate.

Bring your donations to the December
Christmas meeting. There will be a collection
box set up in the corner. No stuffed animals
please.

RESERVE
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Have a Holly, Jolly Time at our December Luncheon

December 19
McCormick Ranch Golf Course
Happy Hour 11:00 a.m.
Lunch 12:00 Noon

During our lunch, the Dickens Carolers will enterta in us with beautiful
Christmas music. We are very fortunate againto ha  ve this talented group,
which is much in demand during the holiday season.

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

z} Established in 1983, Dickens Carolers®
n is a unique holiday season entertainment ,;a
‘ * company providing professional Chrrstmas
ﬂ caroling quartets for any venue or occasron

« throughout the metropolitan Phoenix area. n

e\
i« All performers are trained to insure the ; ,ﬂ

n consistent, quality performances that ourn
ﬁ ~ customers have come to expect. Quartets

i« consist of two women and two men,;a
& dressed in authentic Victorian era attire ¢

s created exclusively for Dickens Carolers. z}

'*‘Z Dickens Carolers® perform for many
& types of events, including busrness
n functions, luncheons, office or prrvatetw
partres Christmas season, birthdays, “,}
weddrngs anniversaries, tree lighting ;&
g‘;[. ceremonies, office lobbies, senior centers, ¢

2 retail stores shopping maIIs and resorts “‘Z.

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr

After lunch we will have our exciting annual Chines e Auction! If your raffle
ticket number is selected, you will be able to sele  ct from the many gifts that
our Chapter board members have arranged for. Allp  roceeds from the sale of

tickets will go to the Scholarship Fund.

You can have a fun afternoon and support our studen  t scholarship program,
all at the same time.

Make sure to send your reservation form and checkt o Bill Roscher, using the
registration form on Page 7.
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Meritorious Service Award
Recipients for 2009

Chapter President Ron
Perkins, standing right, joins this
year’s recipients of the Chapter’s
Meritorious Service Awards,
which were presented at the
November luncheon. MSAs are
awarded for members’ specific
contributions to the chapter.

Recipients are, standing from
left, Chuck Schluter, 6th award;
Dan Conway, 3rd award; Ron
Worthington, 3rd award; Tom
Houser, 3rd award; Gary
Fredricks, 5th award; Pat Dale,
4th award; Bill Roscher, 1st
award; seated from left, Jim
Cullison, 1st award; Marie
Fredricks, 3rd award; Patricia
Dale, 2nd award, and John Ady,
1st award.

Keep Your Membership in the AZ Chapter Current

Don't forget that Chapter membership renewal for 2010 is due on January 1.

Your financial support of our chapter through dues and donations helps us continue worthwhile
programs and activities, like support for veterans and military-related organizations, representation
on issues affecting the military and retirees and promoting camaraderie among members.

Renewal for full members is $20 and for Auxiliary members is $10. Use the form below to
renew.

---------------- CUT HERE AND MAIL R ENEWAL FORM WITH YOUR CHECK - == - - - - - - - - - -
Arizona Chapter 2010 Membership Renewal Form
Member Full Name:
Membership Renewal: $20 Full member
Membership Renewal: $10 Auxiliary member (surviving spouse)
Any Changes in your address, phone number, e-mail, etc:

Need a Ride?

Don’t miss a chapter luncheon for lack of
transportation. If you need a ride, just call
Ron Perkins, 480-961-8632. He'll arrange
for a chapter member to give you a ride to
and from the meeting. Give him enough
advance time to make arrangements.

Make check payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA
Mail renewal application and check to:

AZ CHAPTER MOAA
C/O Bill Roscher
4337 E. Sands Drive
Phoenix, AZ 85050



Personal Affairs
by Dan Conway
Personal Affairs Officer

Final Resting Place

| warned you at the November luncheon that
this month | was going to write about our final
resting places. As much as we don't like to think
about it, it is something that we all will
eventually have to face, and it is important that
our spouses and kids know our wishes.

Before that, however, | have to correct one of
my comments from the luncheon. Just add one
to the number of funerals that | attended this
month. It was for RAdm Aubrey Jones, USCGR
(Ret), who was buried on November 21 at the
National Memorial Cemetery in Phoenix.
Admiral Jones was a close friend and fellow
Reserve Officer with whom | worked for many
years.

Now for a little story. Tom’s ashes sat on a
shelf for 20 vyears. Recently, Susan, his
stepdaughter and my son Kenneth’s wife, was
given custody of the ashes which came with
Tom’s military records. Kenneth, a USAF
veteran who had never met Tom, immediately
recognized that Tom’s ashes deserved a more
fitting resting place. On his own he made burial
arrangements at Arlington National Cemetery
and asked me to accompany him on the trip.
Following a very moving burial ceremony, with
me, Kenneth, and an Arlington Lady in
attendance, Tom is now “Thomas Homer
Mintun, CPL US Army, World War I, Silver Star,
buried at Section 15C, Arlington National
Cemetery”. (Do you think that I am proud of my
son?)

It was this and the other funerals that |
attended this month which alerted me to the
need to share more information on this subject.

We all should know that most of our
members are eligible for in-ground burial at a
National Cemetery at no cost. It is our survivors’
responsibility to make arrangements and to
deliver our remains, either casketed or as
ashes, to the National Cemetery. Our ashes are
also eligible to be placed in a Columbarium. The
Funeral Home can make these arrangements.
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Our surviving spouses are also eligible to be
buried in the same plot or Columbarium space.
A second surviving spouse is also eligible in a
new plot or Columbarium space. A spouse who
dies prior to the death of the veteran is also
eligible. | am pointing this out upon learning that
a friend, a retired Lt Col, had his spouse buried
in a private cemetery because he didn’t know
that she was eligible for burial in the National
Cemetery, having died before him. He was not a
member of MOAA! When at Arlington, | visited
the grave of a recently deceased Coast Guard
classmate whose spouse preceded him in
death. Her name is on the headstone and his
name is still on a temporary marker.

Arlington has more strict requirements for in-
ground burials than other national cemeteries.

The DD214 is the prime document needed to
establish eligibility for burial of the veteran and
proof of marriage the prime document for
surviving spouse eligibility. It is important that
the DD214 is correct.

AZ Chapter Members Inducted
into state Veterans Hall of Fame

Two Arizona Chapter members were inducted
into the Arizona Veterans Hall of Fame in
October, one posthumously.

Maj. Gen. Carl Schneider, USAF
(Ret.) at right was a command pilot
with 5,000 hours in jet fighters and
combat missions in Korea and Viet
Nam. His decorations include the
Distinguished Flying Cross. After
retirement he helped establish the
Phoenix Children’s Hospital and has been
active in many education and veterans
assistance programs.

The late Capt. Bill Jenkins, USN, at
left, had 22 years of active and
reserve service. He was mayor of
Scottsdale from 1975-80 and led
many civic projects during that time.
He continued to serve in civic affairs
after leaving office and also
volunteered in several military organizations. He
died in 2008.
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Q@ Legislative Update
’ by Gary Fredricks, Legislative Chair

| 1]

Good News for MOAA

First, here is some of the good news. After
several years of effort MOAA has finally been
issued a Federal Charter. This brings us in line
with  most other major military/veterans
organizations with respect to the prestige of
formal federal recognition. More importantly, it
provides the opportunity for MOAA to be
represented on the state level veteran’'s
commissions of 10 states (Arizona not included)
that require that only federally chartered
organizations can be members.

Some years ago, the U.S. House of
Representative committee with oversight stopped
granting any charters. However, after diligent
effort, we were finally able to prevail. The U.S.
House of Representatives passed the required
bill on September 27, the Senate followed on
October 24 and the President signed the bill into
law on November 6.

Lend Your Voice on Important Issues

There are currently three significant
veteran/military related initiatives on-going in the
U.S. Congress that MOAA is requesting our
support on. In each of these cases, you can go
to the MOAA website at www.MOAA.org and
click on the Legislative section. There, you will
find pre-addressed and pre-written draft e-mails.
All you have to do is fill in your personal
information and click send.

The more messages sent, the more our
legislators will know their constituents are
concerned and the better chance we have of
getting the needed legislation passed.

The first issue is the Senate Health Reform
Bill. Our sources have concluded that the bill, as
written, will not adversely affect military or VA
beneficiaries or subject our benefits to taxation.
However, the language providing the protection is
complex enough that we are urging the Senate to
make the language more straightforward and the
protections more explicit. The draft e-mail makes
our position known to our Senators.

The second issue is the Medicare/TRICARE
payment cut to doctors currently scheduled to

begin on January 1, 2010. As you are aware, if
nothing is done, the payments will be cut by
21% by law, making it questionable if any
doctors will continue to see Medicare, and by
association, TRICARE patients. Each year for
the past four years we have been able to get
last minute legislation approved to prohibit the
cut from occurring. In each case, the fix has not
been permanent, but only kicked the problem a
year down the road, and in so doing made the
potential financial impact even greater.

A couple of months ago, the U.S. House of
Representatives passed a bill to fix the problem.
A corresponding bill in the Senate was on its
way until some found objections with how it was
to be paid for. Now the House has re-passed
their bill, and the ball is once again in the
Senate’s court. The draft e-mail urges our
Senators to support the companion Senate Bill.

The third issue is with respect to our
currently serving folks. Federal civilians and
most employees of large corporations can take
advantage of Flexible Spending Accounts
(FSAs) wherein a portion of their salaries can be
earmarked for paying medical/dental expenses
on a pre-tax basis. The Pentagon already has
legislative authority to provide this to the
military, but has declined to do so. The current
MOAA effort is to encourage our legislators to
co-sign a letter to President Obama to direct the
Secretary of Defense to offer FSAs to the
military.

AP A A A AP A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A
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TAPS

We regret to inform you of the passing of one of our
members:

Lt. Col. Richard Horn, USA (Ret)
March 11, 1955—November 26, 2009

Our heartfelt condolences are extended to the family.

VNN NN NN NN
R
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Quick Fact

There are approximately 23.1 million living
veterans in the U.S. They make up 7.5% of the
country’s population of 308 million.

A dedicated few have performed invaluable
service for the good of the entire nation.
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My Thanks to a Reliable Team
YOUR PRESCRIPTION.

Editor, The Sentinel

As the year draws to a close, I'd like to express ()l]’l{ NIISSI()N.

my appreciation to the regular contributors to The
Sentinel who provide the content that makes this %
publication so informative and useful to our
members. They make my job easy.

So here’s a hearty salute to Ron Perkins, Terry 'ﬂ
Tassin, Dan Conway, Gary Fredricks, Marie
Fredricks, Chuck Schluter, Bill Roscher, John
Ady, and a special thanks to my wife, Beth, who
proofreads every page and helps with mailing.

December Luncheon Meeting

WHEN: December 19, 2009
11 a.m. Social Hour, 12:00 Lunch

Taking command of your prescriptions
WHERE: McCormick Ranch Golf Club may be the easiest order you ever followed.
Scottsdale, Arizona

Get dinner brought to your door and you'll pay a delivery charge. Same
. way with groceries. But that scenario changes with the TRICARE Mail
COST: $19 Per Person Order Pharmacy: You actually save money with Home Delivery on the

cost of prescriptions you take regularly.

DRESS:  Business Casual You'll save on copayment costs by ordering fewer refills throughout

] the year. For the cost of only one copayment, you receive up
MENU Chef’s Choice to a 90-day supply* of your medication with free shipping by
standard mail.

PROGRAM: Wonderful seasonal music by the Get your prescription mail-order form at www.express-scripts.com/
Dickens Carolers; Chinese Auction with surprise TRICARE or call toll-free 1.866.D0D.TMOP (1.866.363.8667) and start
gifts provided by the Board of Directors. saving immediately.

Reservations must be received by 4 p.m. on ?.J; EXPRESS SCRIPTS® Sy
Thursday, December 17. Cancellations need to g TRICARE
be received by the same day in order to receive
your money back. Use the reservation form
below.

*The Dol Pharm acy and Therapeutics Gommittee may set quantity limits an some medications, Other bengfit [imitations
may apply For more inform ation, go to wewiricare osd mil/pharm aeydm op.cfm.

@ 2007 Exprass Soripts, Inc. All Rights Resened Doon7-40752

CHAPTER FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION
If you would like to make a donation to one or more of the AZ Chapter Funds, include your check identified with the appropriate fund
and mail to: Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050

General Fund: $

Scholarship Fund: $ [now a 501(c)(3) charitable fund]
Name of Donor : Identify me as a donor in the next newsletter. YES_~ NO____

MEAL / MEETING RESERVATION FORM

Please reserve meals for (Name)
Enclosed is my check for $ ($19.00 per person) for 19 December 2009
Make check payable to: AZ Chapter MOAA Received No Later Than: 17 Decenber 2009

Send to: Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050 Phone: 480-948-3609 E-mail: wroscher@cox.net
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Let it Snow!
Let it Snow!
Let it Snow!

But Not
Here.

DISTRIBUTOR

Benson H Huddleston
General Manager/Owner

Cubes
Blocks
7Ib. « 10Ib.
20Ib.

(602)4373!39

7246 S. 41st St
Phoenix, AZ 85042

The Arizona Chapter MOAA - 2009 Board of Directors

and Committee Chairs

PRESIDENT
COL Ron Perkins USAF
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT
COL Ron Worthington USAF
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT
COL Bill Roscher USA
SECRETARY
Beth Cullison
TREASURER
COL Bill Roscher USA
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
LCDR Terry Tassin USN
DIRECTORS

480-961-8632
623-935-6685
480-948-3609
602-482-3838
480-948-3609

623-931-1546

BG Gregg Maxon, COL Rob Welch

COL John Ady, MAJ Ron Drew, LTC Ron Green,

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
LTC Jim Cullison USAF
ADVERTISING
LTC Jim Cullison USAF

602-482-3838

602-482-3838

ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

COL Ron Perkins USAF
HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER

LTC Jim Cullison USAF
JROTC AWARDS

LCDR Terry Tassin USN
LEGISLATIVE

COL Gary Fredricks USAF
MEMBERSHIP

CAPT Dee Norton USCG
AUXILIARY LIASION

Kathy Upchurch

480-961-8632

602-482-3838

623-931-1546

480-836-8419

480-275-5089

602-799-0240 COL Ron Perkins, USAF

CHAPLAIN

LTC Bob Rutherford USA
PERSONAL AFFAIRS

CAPT Dan Conway USCGR
PROGRAMS

COL Charles Schluter, USA
ARRANGEMENTS

Marie Fredricks
SCHOLARSHIPS

COL Ron Worthington USAF

602-944-4224

480-368-1427

480-563-8480

480-836-8419

480-945-4015

TOPS LIAISON

COL Charles Schluter, USA 480-563-8480
WEBMASTER

CAPT Tom Houser, USAF 602-697-3123
SHARE A RIDE

480-961-8632

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at

. Www.azchaptermoaa.org

Arizona Chapter

Military Officers Association of America
13819 N. 51st Street

Scottsdale, AZ 85254

ON DUTY Illl Il SINCE 1929

One Powerful Voice.”

ARIZOMNA
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Show Your Colors By
Proudly Displaying The
Arizona ‘Veteran Plate’

On Your Vehicle. Show How
Veterans Help Veterans.




