
 

Arizona Chapter 
Calendar 

Board of Directors 

meets at 1030 hours 

the first Thursday of 

the month. 

Location: National 

Guard Distance 

Learning Center, 5636 

E. McDowell Rd. 

Show ID for entry. 

Members welcome.  

Upcoming meetings: 
 December 5 

 January 2 
Member Meetings/ 

Luncheons are  held on 

the third Saturday of the 

month, Social Hour at 

1100, Luncheon at 1200, 

at McCormick Ranch 

Golf Club unless noted 

otherwise.. 

Upcoming meetings: 
 December 14 (note 

change) 
 January 18 
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A Powerful Message 
   How sad, yet how 
powerful was the tragic 
story of Dr. Alex White.  
Hardly a sound could be 
heard at our November 
luncheon other than the 
voice of Dr. White as he 
relived for us the plight 
and final killing of his 
entire family by the Nazis 
in World War II Poland. 
   If you missed his riveting 
presentation, you can still 
learn of it in his book, Be A 
Mensch. Our Chapter 
members purchased 21 of 
his books at the meeting 
after Dr. White spoke. 
   If you would like a 
signed copy of the book, 
the price is only $10 for  
members. Contact John 
Ady and he will arrange to 
obtain a copy for you.  All 
proceeds from the book 
will go to either our 
Scholarship fund or to 
Luke Chapter’s. 
 

Christmas Party 
   Where has the year 
gone!  Already we are well 
into the holiday season.  It 
seems like it starts earlier 
and earlier every year.  
What ever happened to 
the traditional start on 

poignant as it will include 
the unveiling and 
dedication of the recent 
expansion of the World 
War II memorial at 
Wesley Bolin Plaza. 
 

The Beginning & End 
    Two 16-inch gun 
barrels from the WW II 
battleships Arizona and 
Missouri will be featured, 
along with the symbolic 
“ribs” of a naval ship.  
The ribs have individual 
plaques with the names 
of Arizona citizens who 
gave the supreme 
sacrifice during the war.  
The gun barrel from the 
Arizona symbolizes the 
beginning of the war and 
the barrel from the 
Missouri, where the 
peace treaty with Japan 
was signed, symbolizes 
the end. 
 

    Chapter members 
Frank Hoak and Jim 
Draper, both Navy 
veterans, will present 
our chapter’s wreath at 
the ceremony. This 
event will be long 
remembered. If you plan 
to attend, parking will be 
available in the state lot 
west of the Capital.  A 
shuttle will be available 
for those who might 
have difficulty making 
the short walk to the 
plaza. The ceremony 
begins at 9:45 a.m. 

DECEMBER  2013 CHARTERED 1956      57 YEARS OF SERVICE TO COUNTRY       EDITOR:  JIM CULLISON 

“Black Friday”, the day 
after Thanksgiving? 
     Just a reminder to 
everyone, our Christmas 
party this year will be on 
the second Saturday of 
December, the 14

th
. 

    Back by popular 
demand, the Dickens 
Christmas Carolers will 
entertain us during the 
social hour. After lunch, 
we will once again have 
our traditional and quite 
lively Chinese auction, 
where members “fight” 
over dozens of terrific 
Christmas presents. 
 

Pear Harbor 
Remembrance 

  Saturday, December 7, 
72 years after the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Arizona 
citizens will recognize 
the sacrifices of our 
veterans on this date 
now known as the “Day 
of Infamy”. 
  This year the ceremony 
will be even more 

President’s  
Perspective 

by Rob Welch 

 

LAST CHANCE!! 
 

Give yourself a 
Christmas present. 
Save on 2014 dues. 

 

See Page 8 
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November Speaker 
 

  Triumph of Good Over Evil 
 

   Dr. Alexander White’s life story is truly one of 
the triumph of good over evil. 
   Dr. White, our November guest speaker, 
survived the Nazi’s attempts to exterminate the 
Jews in World War II and went on to live a life of 
caring for others. 
   His ordeal began as a 
teenager when the Germans 
invaded Poland in 1939, 
where Dr. White’s family 
lived, and the mass killings 
of Jews began. 
   The Germans who came 
to his town were friendly at 
first, he said, but he 
described how members of his immediate family 
of six —parents and four children—were taken 
away gradually, until only he was left. 
   Dr. White was saved because he was sent to 
work in one of Oskar Schindler’s factories, 
where hundreds of Jews were spared from the 
gas chambers by Schindler convincing the 
Germans he needed them at his plants. 
   He said it is important to teach today’s young 
people about the Holocaust because they don’t 
know about it.  “They were born free, raised free 
and it is not important to them,” he said. 
   “The Holocaust was not just a Jewish tragedy. 
It was a human tragedy of extreme proportions.” 
   He said he believes a small percentage of 
people in the world are evil, a small percentage 
are righteous, and the other 90% are indifferent. 
   When the concentration camps were liberated 
in 1945, many survivors had no family, no 
money and only the striped outfit they wore in 
the camps. Many committed suicide. 
   When his father was taken away to his death, 
he left one request with his son: “Be a mensch.” 
The word means be a decent human being. 
   Rather than be beaten by the tragedy he lived 
through, “I decided to make something of 
myself,” he said. 
   After the war, Dr. White completed medical 
school, came to America, and practiced 
medicine in Chicago for more than 40 years. He 
also served in the U.S. Army Medical Corps. 
   Dr. White has written a book on his life’s 
experience. It is titled, “Be a Mensch.” 
 

Coming in January 
 

   Former carrier commander, aviator 
 

  Aircraft carriers are seaborne cities that are 
armed to the teeth, key cogs in our nation’s 
defense. 
   Our January 18 speaker, Rear Admiral James 
A. Symonds (Ret), commanded one of those 
giant ships, the USS Ronald 
Reagan. In addition, he had 4,000 
flying hours in the A-6 Intruder and 
1,000 carrier landings.  
   Those are just a few highlights. 
Plan to attend and hear more. 

Also in December 
 

MSA Recipients to be Announced 
 

  The December luncheon also will include 
presentation of  Meritorious Service Awards.  
Join us to celebrate members who have 
performed outstanding service to the chapter 
over the last year. 
   Previous MSA recipients, wear your ribbon 
and medal to the luncheon. 

 

Bring a Toy for a Tot 
 

  The primary goal of 
Toys For Tots is to 
deliver, through a new toy 
at Christmas, a message 
of hope to less fortunate 
youngsters that will assist 
them in  becoming 
responsible, productive 
and patriotic citizens. 
 

  Help the Arizona 
Chapter  and the U.S. 

Marine Corps Reserve put a smile on the face 
of a less fortunate child this holiday season. 
 

  We are collecting new, unwrapped toys from 
members for delivery to the USMC Reserve 
Center for their Toys For Tots program at 
Christmas.  
   All members are encouraged to bring at least 
one toy for donation to this worthy program. 
Usually, the 9-12 year-old age group is the 
most difficult to accommodate. Bring your 
donations to the December luncheon meeting; 
there will be a collection box set up in the 
corner. No stuffed animals please.  



 

 

Jesse Gersten, LTJG USN (Frm) 
And his wife Shirley, Sun Lakes 

 
 

Please meet and greet out new member. 
 

 

Welcome Our New Member 
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Donations to Scholarship Fund 
 

Kathy Upchurch $100 
 

Robert Stimming $32 
 

   Mary Pickett $25 
In Memory of Nancy Shaw 

 

Anonymous $20 

Special Courts Assist Veterans 
In Arizona With Legal Issues  

By Gregg Maxon, BG USA (Ret) 
 

   Six Veterans Treatment Courts are operating 
in Arizona with several new courts in the 
planning stages across the state.  These courts 
work with veterans involved in the criminal 
justice system and incorporate treatment, 
usually through the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, as part of the disposition of the case.  In 
many cases, if the veteran completes the 
required treatment, the court will dismiss the 
criminal charges and the Veteran can move 
forward without the incident on their record. 
 

    While working with these veterans, it became 
clear that many have legal issues that go 
beyond the criminal justice system. To assist 
the veterans’ and military communities, the 
Arizona Supreme Court sponsored the creation 
of a new website.  This website was constructed 
by the Arizona Legal Services and Education 
Foundation, a subsidiary of the Arizona State 
Bar. The purpose is to provide information and 
assistance to veterans and service members on 
a wide variety of topics. These topics include 
family law, employment law, veterans’ benefits 
and consumer law. It has a feature for 
submitting questions. Volunteer attorneys will be 
available to provide responses. While this 
website does not provide specific legal advice, it 
does make timely information available to its 
audience. 
 

    Lawforveterans.org was launched on 
November 8 in time for Veterans Day. It remains 
a work in progress. New content will be added 
and current content will be updated as the 
website matures. 
 

    Last May, I was asked to join the staff of the 
Supreme Court to work with the Court on 
military and veterans’ issues. The Supreme 
Court Justices want to ensure our military 
members, veterans and their families have 
meaningful access to our courts to assist with 
their legal issues. The Law for Veterans website 
and the creation of Veterans Treatment Courts 
is part of that outreach program. 
 

(General Maxon is an attorney and member of the 

Arizona Chapter MOAA.) 

 

Arizona Chapter Stars Again 
 

Gen John H. Tilelli Jr., USA (Ret), left, MOAA 
Chairman of the Board, presented the Arizona 
Chapter’s 10th consecutive 5 Star Level of 
Excellence banner to Chapter President Rob 
Welch at the MOAA annual meeting in 
November in Colorado Springs. 



 

continuing resolution, hopefully also dealing 
with the sequestration issue. 

Mid to late Dec through early Jan – Congress 
takes Christmas recess 

Jan 1 – Current relief from mandated 
Medicare/TRICARE decrease in payments 
to doctors (now 24.4%) expires without 
further congressional action. 

Jan 15 – Current continuing resolution funding 
government operations expires without 
further congressional action. 

Feb 7 – Approximate date the nation reaches its 
debt ceiling without further congressional 
action. 

Feb 15 – Presidential FY2015 budget request is 
due, effectively starting the FY2015 
legislative process. 

 

   As should be apparent, much congressional 
action affecting us all is required over the next 
few weeks. Please stay tuned and ready to help 
our cause with your grassroots support as 
MOAA national identifies specific issues for us 
asking for our support. 
   Be on the lookout for our “Just In Time” e-mail 
alerts sent by Ron Perkins. They outline the 
issues and also show how you can take action. 

 

Spending Bill Impacts Us 
 

   Congress is currently enjoying their 
Thanksgiving recess with the Senate scheduled 
to reconvene on December 9.  Back in June the 
House passed its version of the FY2014 
Defense Authorization Bill, and the Senate 
Armed Services Committee did likewise.  
However, the full Senate still had not completed 
action on its version of the bill before the current 
recess, and MOAA reported there were 
substantial issues remaining unresolved. 
 

   The Senate Majority Leader is reported to 
want to complete the action with only limited 
inclusion of proposed amendments. MOAA 
supports including several amendments that 
would make the Senate bill more closely aligned 
with what has been achieved in the House 
version of the bill.  Among them are: 
 

 Ensuring a full 1.8% pay increase for active 
duty in 2014 

 Ending the SBP/DIC offset 

 Expanding concurrent receipt 

 Protecting access to TRICARE prime 
 

   In recent Legislative Updates, MOAA has 
requested our grassroots support for these 
amendments through e-mails sent to our 
senators through the MOAA website. As 
always, the more e-mails the better.  It is easy 
and it is not too late, so please take action if you 
haven’t already. If you are not already on 
distribution for the weekly MOAA Legislative 
Updates you can access the draft e-mail system 
and/or sign up for the weekly updates at the 
www.MOAA.org website under the “Take 
Action” banner. 
 

   The FY2014 Defense Authorization Bill is but 
one of many critical legislative actions needed 
over the coming weeks.  The calendar looks 
something like this: 

 

Dec 9 — Senate reconvenes with action on the 
FY2014 Defense Authorization Bill pending. 

Dec 13 – Bicameral congressional committee 
report on recommended FY2014 budget due 
to Congress as required by the current 

Legislative Update 
by Gary Fredricks  

National Legislative Chair 
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Help Wanted 
 

   The chapter has several opportunities for 
members to volunteer and help continue our  5 
Star success.  Who will answer the call? 
 

Sentinel Newsletter Editor 
     With Jim Cullison stepping up to take over as 
our chapter president, we are looking for 
someone to replace him as our Sentinel editor.  
Ed Balaban will be helping out for a couple of 
months, but will be moving out of state in April.  
If you are interested in taking over one of  the 
most important jobs in our chapter, please 
contact Jim at editor@azmoaa.org. 
 

Personal Affairs Chair 
    If you are interested in becoming our new 
Personal Affairs Chair, you can also contact Jim 
at editor@azmoaa.org. 
 

 Chaplain 
     We still have a vacancy for a chaplain to 
serve our chapter.  If you know of anyone who 
might be interested, contact Rob Welch at 
president@azmoaa.org. 

http://www.MOAA.org
mailto:editor@azmoaa.org
mailto:editor@azmoaa.org
mailto:president@azmoaa.org
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A Fond Farewell 
 

  This will be my 56
th
 and last column for the 

Sentinel, which I began in November of 2007. I 
hope that you have found them informative and 
interesting.  
  The principal message has been end of life 
planning, which has been a major interest of 
MOAA. If you haven’t filled out the workbook 
section of “Help Your Survivors Now: A Guide to 
Planning Ahead”, you just haven’t been listening. 
It is one of over 20 MOAA publications ranging 
from Estate Planning to Military Burials available 
to you. Please continue to avail yourselves of 
these resources. 
  In addition to end of life planning subjects, I 
have covered scams, home safety, medical care 
and more. Every one of these articles has been 
of value to me and I hope to each of you as well. 
They are all on the Chapter web site for your 
review. 
  This brings me to my reason for taking on this 
assignment in 2007. I did it for my own benefit. I 
thought it important for me to know what end of 
life planning resources were available and what 
was important at such times. I have attended 
numerous funerals. I have helped widows and 
surviving family members during these trying 

Personal Affairs 
by Dan Conway, Personal Affairs Officer 

Meet Our Presidents 
 

    Billie Loos, Marine Fighter Ace 
    Another in a series on past Arizona Chapter Presidents 
 

   Major Billie Loos, an Illinois native, completed pilot 
training in 1944 and served in the Marshall Islands and 
Okinawa during WW II. While on Okinawa, he shot 
down seven Japanese planes, achieving ace status.  
 

   He also served during the Korean War and retired 
after 20 years. His awards included the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Navy Commendation with V device for 
valor and nine Air Medals. 
 

   Billie also was an accomplished shooter and won 50 
awards for pistol shooting along with awards for skeet 
shooting. 
   He and his wife and daughter moved to Arizona in 
1964, where he worked for the Arizona Health 
Administration. He served as the Arizona Chapter’s 30th 

times. I have learned something from each of 
these experiences. I believe that I have 
accomplished my objective, and it is now time 
for another member to take over. I hope that 
someone will look at this assignment as a 
learning experience as it has been for me. 
  If I can be of assistance to any of you, 
including our new Personal Affairs 
Representative, I will continue to be available.  
  In closing, I want to thank each of you for your 
support and confidence over these six plus 
years. 
 

Daniel M. Conway, CAPT, USCG (Ret) 

Thanks, Dan 
 

  Dan Conway has been a 
dependable contributor to The 
Sentinel since well before my 
time as editor. I always new I 
could count on him, but more 
important was the valuable 
advice he provided to us as 
Personal Affairs Officer and the 
leadership he provided as 
chapter president in 2005-06.  
  You served our country well, 

Dan, and then you served our chapter well. 
Thanks and best wishes. 

Jim Cullison 
Editor, The Sentinel 

Major Billie Loos and his F-4U Corsair in 
the Pacific during World War II. 

president in 1984. 
  Billie passed away in 1999. His wife, 
Marie, is still a member of the Arizona 
Chapter Auxiliary. 
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MEAL / MEETING RESERVATION FORM  
 

Please reserve__________ meals for (Name) ________________________________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check for $ ________________________  ($22.00 per person) for December 14, 2013 

Make check payable to:  AZ Chapter MOAA         Received No Later Than December 10, 2013 

Send to: Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050.  wroscher@cox.net 

CHAPTER FINANCIAL PARTICIPATION 
If you would like to make a donation to one or more of the AZ Chapter Funds, include your check identified with the appropriate fund 

and mail  to:  Bill Roscher, 4337 E. Sands Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85050.   
 

General Fund: $ ___________________________ 
 

Scholarship Fund:  $ _______________________   [a 501(c)(3) charitable fund] 
 

Name of Donor :________________________________Identify me as a donor in the next newsletter. YES___  NO___ 

December  Meeting 
 

WHEN:     December 14, 2013 
                 11:00 a.m., Meet & Greet Social 
        Hour; 12 Noon, Lunch 
                  
WHERE:  McCormick Ranch Golf Club  
       Scottsdale 
      
COST:      $22 Per Person 
 
DRESS:   Holiday Casual 
 
MENU:  Tossed salad, bread and butter, Beef 
Wellington with boursin mashed potatoes, 
strawberry cheesecake. 
Anyone with dietary restrictions/allergies should 
contact Arlene Day (arlenebday@gmail.com 
preferred) one week prior so alternate food 
selections can be arranged. 
         
PROGRAM: Seasonal carols by the Dickens 
Carolers, presentation of Meritorious Service 
Awards, and our always popular Chinese 
Auction. 
 
Reservations must be received by 4 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 10. Use the reservation form 
below. Cancellations must be received the same 
day to receive your money back.   

Don’t miss the December luncheon and party 
for lack of transportation. If you need a ride, just 
call Jim Draper, 480-483-7769.  
   He will arrange for a chapter member to give 
you a ride to and from the meeting. Be sure to 
give him advance notice so he has time to make 
arrangements with another member. 
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Membership Renewal for 2014 Is Due by December 31, 2013

Dues for Regular Members are $20.00

Dues for Auxiliary Members are $10.00

Early Bird Special!
Pay your dues before January 1, 2014

and receive a 10% discount

--Regular members pay $18.00--

--Auxiliary members pay $9.00--

After January 1, dues will be the standard $20 and $10

Save time, save money.  Send you dues renewal now.

Fill in the form below and send it with a check made out to:

AZ Chapter MOAA

Send to: Bill Roscher, Treasurer

Arizona Chapter MOAA

4337 E. Sands Dr.

Phoenix, AZ  85050

Yes! I want to take advantage of the Early Bird Special

Enclosed is my check for $__________

My Name Is:_______________________________

Arizona Chapter

Annual Membership Renewal

Last C
hance! Save Now! 



 

Arizona Chapter 
Military Officers Association of America 
13819 N. 51st Street 
Scottsdale, AZ 85254 

Show  Your Colors By 
Proudly Displaying The 
Arizona ‘Veteran Plate’ 
On Your Vehicle.  Show How 
Veterans Help Veterans. 

PRESIDENT 
  COL Rob Welch, USA      623-533-3704 
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
  Lt Col Jim Cullison, USAF      602-482-3838 
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 
  CAPT Frank Hoak, USN      480-664-0047 
SECRETARY 
  Leonore Hoak       480-664-0047 
TREASURER 
  COL Bill Roscher USA      480-948-3609 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
  COL John Ady USA              480-596-0780 
 

DIRECTORS:  
Lt  Col Ron Green USAF, COL Rance Farrell 
USA, COL Nancy Burt  USA, CDR Jim Draper 
USN,  Col Dave Fleming, USAF 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
  Lt Col Jim Cullison USAF      602-482-3838 
ADVERTISING 
  Lt Col Jim Cullison USAF      602-482-3838 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS 
  COL Ron Perkins, USAF      480-961-8632 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICER 
  LCDR Mark Day, USN        480-837-1900 
HISTORIAN / PHOTOGRAPHER 
  Lt Col Jim Cullison USAF             602-482-3838 
JROTC AWARDS 
  LCDR Terry Tassin USN             623-931-1546 
NATIONAL LEGISLATION  
  Col Gary Fredricks USAF            480-836-8419 
STATE LEGISLATION 
  Lt Corey Harris USA       480-776-9526 
MEMBERSHIP 
  Col Dave Fleming USAF       480-248-6012 

AUXILIARY LIAISON 

  COL Nancy Burt USA       480-634-6105       
CHAPLAIN  —  Vacant 
PERSONAL AFFAIRS 
  CAPT Dan Conway USCGR       480-368-1427 
PROGRAMS 
  COL John Ady USA              480-596-0780 
ARRANGEMENTS 
 LCDR  Arlene Day        480-837-1900 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
  COL Rob Welch USA        623-533-3704 
TOPS LIAISON 
  CDR Jim Draper USN        480-483-7769 
WEBMASTER 
  COL Rob Welch USA       623-533-3704 
SHARE A RIDE 
  CDR Jim Draper USN        480-483-7769 

The Arizona Chapter MOAA - 2013 Board of Directors and Committee Chairs 

Access Arizona Chapter’s Internet Web Site at: azmoaa.org 

Address Service Requested 

AZ MOAA 
Website 

http://www.azchaptermoaa.org

